JUNE 19, 2022 – 10:00 AM
WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
BLESSING OF GRADUATES
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY

A SPECIAL WELCOME ON THIS SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
[All text in italics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.]

* * * * * *
PRELUDE
WELCOME

[The congregation stands as able.]

CALL TO WORSHIP [Written by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchel]
When we pass through the waters, God is there with us.
When we suffer and feel hopeless, God is there with us.
When we are joyful and celebratory, God is there with us.
Whether we feel triumphant or defeated, God is there with us, always.
Come, let us worship together with Emmanuel, God with us.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
Whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
[A moment of silence.]

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG – “Shine, Jesus, Shine”

[ELW 671 – all verses.]

[Song continues on the following page.]

[Text and Music, Make Way Music; One License and CCLI—all rights reserved. ]

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us
free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

[The congregation may sit.]

THE FIRST READING – Psalm 22:1-3,16-28
1
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?
2
My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer;
by night, but I find no rest.
3
Yet you are the Holy One,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
16
Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round me;
they pierce my hands and my feet.
17
I can count all my bones
while they stare at me and gloat.
18
They divide my garments among them;
for my clothing, | they cast lots.

19

But you, O LORD, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
20
Deliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
21
Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
22
I will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
23
You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- spring of Israel.
24
For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the
LORD’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
25
From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE SECOND READING – Galatians 3:23-29
23
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith
would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so
that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer
subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Luke 8:26-39
Glory to you, O Lord.

[The congregation stands as able.]

26

Then Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons
met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but
in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top
of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg
you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come
out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and
bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by
the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?”
He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31They begged him not to
order them to go back into the abyss.
32
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the
demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the
steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the
city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and
when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.
36
Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons
had been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes
asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the
boat and returned. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he
might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and
declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming
throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON – “Authoritative Mess”

[The congregation may sit.]

SONG AFTER SERMON – “Jesus Shall Reign”

[Text and Music Copyright Holder: Public Domain]

[ELW 434 – verses 1-4]

[The congregation stands as able.]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our faith in the words of The Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION [The congregation may sit.]
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation,
and all in need.
Holy God, you hear the cries of those who seek you. Give your church the willingness
to share what God has done for the world. Make all, including our bishops Elizabeth
and Tracie, respond to your call to be evangelists who reveal the continuous call of
hope in your outstretched hands.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air, and waterways have
been harmed. Guide us to develop and implement sources of energy and food
production that do not destroy the earth. Protect our Genesis Garden from all
severe weather.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You hear the cries of all who make a home in this world. Give all civic leaders,
including Joseph the President, Philip New Jersey’s Governor, Holly, DeAnne,
and Robert our NJ state legislators, a humility so they may see You in the face of
the most vulnerable among us. Bring hope to people who have none.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who are marginalized or cast out. On this Juneteenth
observance, guide us continually toward the end of oppression in all its forms,
especially white supremacy. Bring true freedom and human flourishing to all your
beloved children.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all who are homeless,
naked, hungry, and sick, especially. . .
Jon Acito, Steve Albert, Anthony C., Sue Bachstetter, Jody Bekgran,
Brody, Jim Christensen, Dan and Pat Cedar, Cheryl Damilatis,
Jackson Fehr, Irina Franzen, Mae Hulburt, Tanjya Keiffer, Tom Kirby,
Laura, Rich Markert, Richard, Ruben Moreno, Eileen Paul, Faye Rekosik,
Lorraine Sadlon, Jim Sallo, Lata Sharma, Alice Sheer,
Danielle and Matthew Skutnik, Miriam and Earl Valder,
our Genesis Garden, and the family of Ken Ritter
Bring peace to any experiencing mental illness, that they can clearly recognize your
loving presence.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

On this day where we recognize fathers, we give thanks for fathers who showed up,
played and danced, ran and twirled, taught and learned. For fathers who kissed
boo-boos and held us in strong arms when we were weak. For fathers who believed
in us and trusted us with our own futures, even as they taught us how best to live;
For fathers who exhibited the very best of what it means to be human, and tossed
aside toxic masculinity in favor of a strength in love and empathy. For fathers who
had high standards, yet deep compassion. For fathers who taught us rules to live by,
and with integrity lived by these rules themselves. For fathers who protected us and
sought after our welfare. For fathers who were never related to us by blood or by
law but offered fatherly care. For fathers who were not always present but by grace
came back into our lives. And we pray for all whom this day is difficult; those who
wish to become fathers, who have lost children, who were abused by their fathers,
and those who feel as if they failed as fathers. Wherever children are deprived of
parents, provide responsible and affectionate care.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the faithful departed whose lives proclaimed all you had done
for them. At the last, unite us with them as we make our home in you.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.
OFFERING
Let us pray.
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field. We joyfully bring to you a little of
what you have first given us in the gifts we donated online, mailed to the church,
placed in the offering plate, and expressed through our intentional acts of love.
May you continue to equip us to bear fruit for the good of all. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

THE PEACE
I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in your sacred space.
Send a blessing, wishing that the peace of Christ may be with them.
Let us now think about all who are worshipping in the sanctuary, online,
via conference call, or at a different time than right now. In our hearts, let’s send to
your entire faith community a blessing and wish that the peace of Christ may be
with them.
Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, friends,
neighbors, and to the entire world. With God’s help, our hearts are big enough
to extend peace that far. Let us embody the peace of Christ after we leave
worship today.
[The congregation stands as able.]

HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and across phone lines, social
media, and the internet – let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus,
you are welcomed and loved.
[The congregation may sit.]

HOLY COMMUNION
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink.
When space is available at the rail, please come forward to kneel or stand.
Please space yourselves generously along the rail.
Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),
followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups.
Children and all who have not received First Communion can request a blessing.
For those joining at home or in your seats, we invite you to commune yourself
when Pastor Marc is served at the end.]

This is the body of Christ, given for you.
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
[The following song is sung by the congregation during the distribution of Holy Communion.]

COMMUNION SONG – “As We Gather at Your Table”

[ELW 522, all verses.]

[Text @1989 Hope Publishing Company; all rights reserved; One License and CCLI.]

[Please stand as you are able.]

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with
your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all
may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
[Please remain standing.]

SENDING SONG – “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”

[ELW 547- all verses.]

[Arrangement-One License/ Augsburg Fortress. Text copyright-World Library Publications; Tune, Public Domain.]

[The congregation may sit.]

BLESSING OF GRADUATES
Let us now bless and pray for all our graduates.
Graduates, in your baptism you were washed with water and united with God's
word of promise. You are God's beloved. You are God's children. And we, even when
we’re physically apart, will honor each of you because Christ's light shines in all that
you say and do.
Let us pray.
Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. We give thanks for
the milestones these graduates have attained. We celebrate their hard work,
persistence, and their willingness to try new things. We know the journey to this
point has not been easy. This year has been full of its own trials and tribulations. Yet
we celebrate this joy as they end one chapter of their lives while starting the next.
We pray, O God, you will continue your journey with them. Where the water is
deep: keep them from danger. Order their steps and guide their feet while they run
the race of faith. Whatever their next steps may be, from college, to the military or
to life-after school, may the good work you have begun in them continue to grow.
We also ask, O loving God, to bless the parents, family members and guardians who
raised, supported, and nourished these amazing people on their journey. Give those
beloved supporters the strength of your continued presence. Help them to know
when to hold tight to their graduate and when to set them free. Grant them the
peace of a job well done - and give them many joyful reunions with their graduates.
And now, O graduates, as you go from here, may God the Father and Christ Jesus
our Lord give you grace, mercy, and peace.
Do not let your faith or your witness grow cold. Remember: God’s gift of faith is like a
flame; when the embers of that flame have cooled, you must fan them again to keep
them ablaze. So remember what you have been taught and what you have experienced.
Live in such a way that all who know you may see the light of God reflected in you.
And may the grace of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy
Spirit be with you and among you in the days ahead.
Amen.

[Please stand as you are able.]

BLESSING
[Written by Rev. Kathryn Matthews Huey and the Rev. Susan A. Blain.]

Just as God’s Word was sent into the world to heal and redeem, so God sends you
into the world this day to be light and love, healing and hope.
Go now to be light for the world!
And may the grace and peace of ☩ God the Creator, the Redeemer, and the
Sustainer come upon you this day and remain with you always.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A SPECIAL HELLO TO EVERYONE ATTENDING CLC TODAY FOR THE FIRST TIME. We are blessed
by your presence and pray you will be blessed in this space. We'd love to stay in
contact with you throughout the week. If you wish, fill out the orange card ("We're
glad you're here!) in the back of the pew in front of you. You can also reach out to
Pastor Marc any time. His business card with contact information is available where
you picked up this bulletin or you may speak to him after worship.
AED: If a medical emergency occurs and an AED is needed, one is located in the red
bag on top of the church mailboxes next to the church office and choir room.
A MASK over the nose and mouth and social distancing today is highly
recommended at all times except to take the sacrament.
HOLY COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES: For those worshipping in the sanctuary today, we
invite you to come forward, spread along the rail to receive communion to receive
the host and an individual communion cup. For those who prefer communion in
your seats, individual wafers and cups are available on the table in the Narthex.
ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS by reading these appointed
selections this week in preparation for next Sunday, June 26—I Kings 19:15-16 and
19-21; Psalm 16; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62.
PINK PRAYER CARDS: If you are in the sanctuary, you may write names for prayer on a
pink card from the pew rack in front of you and placed on altar rail. Prayer requests
can also be posted on our Facebook and YouTube Page. To add a name to our printed
prayer list write “Prayer List” on the card or on your online comment. Please be sure
this prayer request is approved by the person for whom we are praying.
“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!” Our Prayer Chain is available for daily prayer for anyone.
Contact the church office with concerns/celebrations.
ALTAR FLOWERS: There are several Sundays available for purchase. The two
bouquets are $60. You may take one home or leave them for delivery to people for
whom we have concern. You may sign up on the chart in the Narthex. The church
office will then contact you for payment and details.
ASSISTING UKRAINE: If you would like to make a financial donation, Lutheran Disaster
Response is patterning with local churches in Ukraine and the surrounding area.
100% of your financial gift will go to supporting those in need. You can learn more
by visiting https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response.

BLESSING OF ANIMALS: Next Sunday, June 26th, we will bless your furry friends at a
special worship event in Opsal Hall at 11:00 am. This shorter service will include
prayers, a message, and lots of blessings. If your pet doesn't like to travel, feel free
to bring a picture. Regular worship will take place at 10:00 am in the sanctuary.
OFFERINGS FOR TODAY may be left in offering plate at sanctuary entrance,
paid online at www.clc4u.com/give, or mailed to the church office. You
can also scan the QR code with your phone and be directed to our
online giving page (will open a webpage from eservicepayments. com).
ASSISTING MINISTERS TODAY:
Musician – Argine Safari
Service Coordinator – David Crouse
Reader – Lynn Lesko
Communion Assistant – JoAnn Sallo
Altar Guild – Dot Dohrmann
THIS WEEK:
Today, Sun., June 19
Tuesday, June 21
Thursday, June 23

10:00 am Worship with Holy Communion,
online and in sanctuary
5:30 pm Genesis Garden work night
8:00 pm Congregation Council meets

LOOKING AHEAD:
Next Sunday, June 26 10:00 am Sanctuary Worship with Holy Communion
11:00 am Blessing of Animals, Opsal Room
Tuesday, June 28
10:00 am Knit One Crochet Too meets
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Wednesday, July 27
11:30 am Return of Gab Session (men & women) + lunch
(Watch future bulletins for more info.)

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel
Director of Music: Argine Safari
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net

Share with us at clc4u.com
facebook.com/clc4u
instagram.com/clc4u
@christwoodcliff
Open on Sundays: 10:00 am

