AUGUST 7, 2022 – 10:00 AM
WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY

A SPECIAL WELCOME ON THIS THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
[All text in italics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.]

* * * * * *
PRELUDE
WELCOME

[The congregation stands as able.]

CALL TO WORSHIP [Written by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchel.]
When we pass through the waters, God is there with us.
When we suffer and feel hopeless, God is there with us.
When we are joyful and celebratory, God is there with us.
Whether we feel triumphant or defeated, God is there with us, always.
Come, let us worship together with Emmanuel, God with us.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
[A moment of silence.]

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

[The congregation remains standing.]

GATHERING SONG – “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”

[Text and Music, Public Domain; Translation One License and Augsburg.]

[ELW 488 – all verses.]

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to
receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

[The congregation may sit.]

THE FIRST READING – Genesis 15:1-6
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a
slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him,
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.”
5
He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you
are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”
6
And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
THE SECOND READING – Psalm 33:12-22
12
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! Happy the people chosen to be
God’s heritage!
13
The LORD looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind.
14
God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the earth.
15
God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds.
16
A king is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
17
The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great strength it cannot save.
18
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,
19
to deliver their lives from death,
and to keep them alive in time of famine.
20
Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, our helper and our shield.
21
Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put our trust.
22
Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, even as we place our hope in you.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[The congregation stands as able.]

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Luke 12:22-40
Glory to you, O Lord.
22

He said to his disciples, "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than food,
and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap,
they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much
more value are you than the birds! 25And can any of you by worrying add a single
hour to your span of life? 26If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that,
why do you worry about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. 28But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you — you of
little faith! 29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to
drink, and do not keep worrying. 30For it is the nations of the world that strive after
all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive for his
kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.32“Do not be afraid, little
flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.
34
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
35
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the
door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the
master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the
middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
39
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[The congregation may sit.]

SERMON – “Alert and Ready”

SONG AFTER SERMON – “Healer of Our Every Ill”

[ELW 612, all verses.]

[Text/Music One License/GIA Publicatons.]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED [The congregation stands as able.]
Let us confess our faith in the words of The Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION [The congregation may sit.]
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with
your Spirit. Direct the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America by your Word, as our
denomination begins its triennial assembly on Monday, August 8th. Make your
presence known to the 1000+ delegates from all 65 synods. Equip your flock to
speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our
earthly home. Comfort those impacted by the extreme weather events caused by
climate change - especially the people of Kentucky and California. In places of
famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of
your bounty.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places
torn by strife and violence and bring peace to the people in Ukraine. Open the eyes of
all the leaders in the places we call home, especially Joseph, the President, Philip, NJ's
Governor, Carlos, the Mayor of Woodcliff Lake, Holly, DeAnne, and Robert, our NJ
State legislators, so that they may truly see those who need compassion and justice.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your
steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you
especially. . .
Jon Acito, Steve Albert, Brody, Jim Christensen, Jackson Fehr,
Avery Flickinger, Gabriella, Mae Hulburt, Tom Kirby, Rich Markert,
Richard, Jennifer Perada, Faye Rekosik, Lorraine Sadlon, Jim Sallo,
Lata Sharma, Alice Sheer, Danielle and Matthew Skutnik,
Miriam and Earl Valder, and our Genesis Garden
Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the
way of peace. Strengthen the work of this congregation to care for those in need.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you.
As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
OFFERING
Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we
feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field. We joyfully bring to
you a little of what you have first given us in the gifts we donated online, mailed to
the church, placed in the offering plate, and expressed through our intentional acts
of love. May you continue to equip us to bear fruit for the good of all.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
THE PEACE
I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in your sacred space.
Send a blessing, wishing that the peace of Christ may be with them.
Let us now think about all who are worshipping in the sanctuary, online,
via conference call, or at a different time than right now. In our hearts, let’s send to
your entire faith community a blessing and wish that the peace of Christ may be
with them.
Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, friends,
neighbors, and to the entire world. With God’s help, our hearts are big enough
to extend peace that far. Let us embody the peace of Christ after we leave
worship today.

[The congregation stands as able.]

HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and across phone lines,
social media, and the internet – let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus, you
are welcomed and loved.
[The congregation may sit.]

HOLY COMMUNION
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink.
When space is available at the rail, please come forward to kneel or stand.
Please space yourselves generously along the rail.
Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),
followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups.
Children and all who have not received First Communion can request a blessing.
For those joining at home or in your seats, we invite you to commune yourself
when Pastor Marc is served at the end.]

This is the body of Christ, given for you.
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
[The following song is sung by the congregation during the distribution of Holy Communion.]

COMMUNION SONG – “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”

[Text/Music Copyright Holder: Public Domain]

[ELW 608, all verses.]

[Please stand as you are able.]

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with
your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all
may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
[Please remain standing.]

SENDING SONG–“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” [ELW 631, vs. 1-3-Text/Music Public Domain.]

BLESSING [Written by Rev. Kathryn Matthews Huey and the Rev. Susan A. Blain.]
Just as God’s Word was sent into the world to heal and redeem, so God sends you
into the world this day to be light and love, healing and hope.
Go now to be light for the world!
And may the grace and peace of ☩ God the Creator, the Redeemer, and the
Sustainer come upon you this day and remain with you always.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
A SPECIAL HELLO TO EVERYONE ATTENDING CLC TODAY FOR THE FIRST TIME. We are
blessed by your presence and pray you will be blessed in this space. We'd love to
stay in contact with you throughout the week. If you wish, fill out the orange card
("We're glad you're here!) in the back of the pew in front of you. You can also
reach out to Pastor Marc any time. His business card with contact information is
available where you picked up this bulletin or you may speak to him after worship.

AED: If a medical emergency occurs and an AED is needed, one is located in the
red bag on top of the church mailboxes next to the church office and choir room.
A MASK over the nose and mouth and social distancing today is highly
recommended at all times except to take the sacrament.
HOLY COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES: For those worshipping in the sanctuary today,
we invite you to come forward, spread along the rail to receive the host and an
individual communion cup. For those who prefer communion in your seats,
individual wafers and cups are available on the table in the Narthex.

ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS by reading these appointed
selections this week in preparation for Sunday, August 14th—Jeremiah 23:23-29;
Psalm 82; Hebrews 11:29—12:2; Luke 12:49-56.
PINK PRAYER CARDS: If you are in the sanctuary, you may write names for prayer on a
pink card from the pew rack in and place on altar rail. Prayer requests can also be
posted on our Facebook and YouTube Page. To add a name to our printed prayer list
write “Prayer List” on the card or on your online comment. Please be sure this prayer
request is approved by the person for whom we are praying.
“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!” Our Prayer Chain is available for daily prayer for anyone.
Contact the church office with concerns/celebrations.
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God. In the narthex (church lobby) is a chart of
dates where you may sponsor flowers in honor or memory of loved ones. Sign your
name on the Narthex chart and Doris, Parish Admin. will contact you for details and
payment ($60 for 2 bouquets). It’s our tradition to allow sponsors to take one bouquet
home and have one (or both) delivered to people the congregation is thinking about.
ASSISTING UKRAINE: If you would like to make a financial donation, Lutheran Disaster
Response is partnering with local churches in Ukraine and the surrounding area.
100% of your financial gift will go to supporting those in need. You can learn more
by visiting https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response.
BIBLE STUDY ON JOHN: We are hosting a Bible Study on the Gospel according to
John in-person at church each Wednesday. Our next session is Wednesday,
August 10th, at 7:30 pm. At our next session, we’ll discuss through chapter 18.
Feel free to attend even if you have missed the first sessions. Please contact
Pastor Marc for more information.

SUMMER GAB SESSION: Care Committee is pleased to announce another “Gab”
Session on Tuesday, August 23rd at 11:30 am. We will meet in the Opsal Room
with windows open, tables spaced and an air purifier plugged in. Please bring your
mask. To determine food amounts, call Debbie Louis, 201-358-6435 or
201-925-6618 to say you will attend. All men and women welcome! Let’s socialize!
See you there!
OFFERINGS FOR TODAY may be left in offering plate at sanctuary
entrance, paid online at www.clc4u.com/give, or mailed to the
church office. You can also scan the QR code with your phone and
be directed to our online giving page (will open a webpage from
eservicepayments.com).
ASSISTING MINISTERS:
Musician – Argine Safari
Altar Guild – Dot Dohrmann
Reader – Joe McCallister
Altar Flower Delivery – Mary Zeigler
Genesis Garden Delivery – Linda Calise
LOOKING AHEAD:
Every Summer Sunday, 10:00 am–Sanctuary + Online Worship with Holy Communion
Genesis Garden Night: Every Wednesday at 5:30 pm
Wednesday, August 10, 7:30 pm – Bible Study at church
Wednesday, August 10 through Thursday, August 17, Doris, Parish Admin. vacation
Tuesday, August 23, 11:30 am – Gab Session
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel
Director of Music: Argine Safari
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net

Share with us at clc4u.com
facebook.com/clc4u
instagram.com/clc4u
@christwoodcliff
Open on Sundays: 10:00 am

