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A SPECIAL WELCOME AS WE CELEBRATE THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD  
 

 [All text in italics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.] 

 *   *   *   *   *   * 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this 
great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who 
will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism, we too 
are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. 
Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need 
of God’s healing. 
 

WORSHIP IS LIVESTREAMED ON FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE with cameras showing everything 
along the altar space (including the rail) as well as the front pews. 
 

BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER: We invite you to try one of our listening devices for those 
who need hearing assistance. Please speak to a worship leader if you need one. 
 

YELLOW PRAYER CARDS: You may write names for prayer on a yellow card from the pew 
rack in and place on the altar rail. Please be sure this prayer request is approved by 
the person for whom we are praying. 
 

COLORING AND ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS: We know it's not easy sitting during worship. 
Behind the back pew are two baskets full of red and blue activity bags. Inside are 
coloring sheets, books, puzzles, and more. Feel free to grab one and then return 
once our worship is over. 
 

NURSERY AND PLAYROOM: There is a self-serve Nursery and Playroom for young children 
accompanied by their parents. The Nursery contains a bathroom with a changing table. 
These rooms are located along the hallway through the side door of the sanctuary. 
 

NEED AN OFFERING ENVELOPE?  We have envelopes in the pews for you. 
Please include your contact information or envelope number. 
Offerings may also be paid via checking account online at 
www.clc4u.com/give, scan the QR cord, or mail to the church. 
 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Stay up to date with everything happening at CLC and in our local 
community by signing up to our weekly newsletter at www.clc4u.com/Newsletter. 
 

http://www.clc4u.com/give
http://www.clc4u.com/Newsletter
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PRELUDE, WELCOME, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
[The congregation stands as able.] 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth,  

the Word who spoke life into being,  

the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 
 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

[Silence is kept for reflection.] 
 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 

The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus' name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,  

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 
 

[Please remain standing as you are able.] 
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GATHERING SONG – “Shall we gather at the river” [ELW  423] 

[Text &. Music: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense: A-715430.] 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of 
his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with 
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 
have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
[The congregation may sit.] 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON    

[Kids are invited to come sit with Pastor Marc on the steps of the altar.]  
 
FIRST READING FROM THE BIBLE: ISAIAH 42:1-9 
 1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice 
  or make it heard in the street; 
 3 a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth, 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
 5 Thus says God, the Lord, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
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  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 
  7 to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
 9 See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING FROM THE BIBLE: ACTS 10:34-43 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 
righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and 
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him 
on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 
the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 
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The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
[Please stand as you are able.]  

 
GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:13-17 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, 
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and 
he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from 
the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
[You may be seated.] 

 
THE SERMON – “An Affirmation That Lasts.” Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 

 
[Please stand as you are able.]  

 

MUSICAL OFFERING – “Jesus Loves Me” by William Bradbury, arr. by Joel Raney. 
[Duet by Argine Safari and Michael Hainsselin] 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of The Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

[The congregation may be seated.] 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As God's beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 

human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 

[A brief silence.] 
 

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite our 

bishops Yehiel and Christa, and all our Lutheran friends in Northern New Jersey in 

our shared mission. Uphold all who proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us 

an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Give your wisdom to our elected leaders 

including Donald the President, Philip, NJ's governor, Joshua, Christopher, Julie, 

Jennifer, Nicole, Benjamin, Woodcliff Lake's councilpersons, and all who lead in the 
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towns we call home. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of violent retribution. 

Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from persecution. Sustain 

international aid workers and peacemakers. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those 

seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are 

grieving or ill especially.... 
 

Dolores Albert, Jason, Harry, David and Doris Crouse, Jackson Fehr,  

Faye Rekosik, Vivian, Chris Quesada, Miriam Valder, Lauren,  

George & Chris Yasenchock, Luanne McHale, Jan O'Leary,  

Nancy Kerber, Gary Skutnik, Karen Bentsen, Cian Dankin. 
 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Loving God, we are grateful for those faithful ancestors who joined together for this 

congregation's first service on this date sixty-seven years ago. We have experienced 

many joys, challenges, hardships, and grace with the many people who you called to 

make CLC their spiritual home. As we live into our next sixty-seven years of ministry, 

awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this place. May we serve Christ by loving one another 

and all our neighbors. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who 

have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all 

for whom we pray to God's loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our 

Savior. 

Amen. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of majesty, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. 

Use us and the gifts we placed in the offering plate, mailed to the church, and donated 

online to be the reign of God come near, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in your sacred 

space. Let us send a blessing to one another via the peace sign, wishing that 

the peace of Christ may be with them.  
 

Let us now think about all who are worshiping in the sanctuary, online, via 

conference call, or at a different time than right now. In our hearts, let’s send to your entire 

faith community a blessing and wish that the peace of Christ may be with them. 
 

Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, friends, neighbors, and the 

entire world. With God’s help, our hearts are big enough to extend peace that far. Let us 

embody the peace of Christ after we leave worship today. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

[This is the Lord’s Table. You are welcome and invited to it. Please stand as you are able.] 
 

THE DIALOGUE 
[Sung responsively.] 
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THE PREFACE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and connecting across space and time 
itself – let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus, you 
are welcomed and loved.  
 

[The congregation may sit.] 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 [All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink. 
When space is available at the rail, please come forward to kneel or stand. 

Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),  
followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups.  

Children and all who have not received First Communion can request a blessing. 
For those joining at home or in your seats, we invite you to commune yourself  

when Pastor Marc is served at the end.] 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

[The following song is sung by the congregation during the distribution of Holy Communion.] 
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COMMUNION SONG – “Spirit of gentleness” [ELW 396] 

[Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense: #A-715430.]  
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[Please stand as you are able.] 

 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.  
Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect  
the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Page 15 

SENDING SONG – “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” [ELW 543] 

[Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University 

Press 1906. Tune: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense: #A-715430.] 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (BLESSING & DISMISSAL) 
[By Rev. Kara Shaw] 
 

In the name of the Holy Mystery, 

Source of Life, and Breath of Love. 

Amen. 
 

In this season of Epiphany, 

we remember that God's light is not hidden. 

It shines for all people, 

drawing us in, 

calling us by name, 

and meeting us where we are. 

At the font, 

we remember who we are 

and whose we are. 
 

[Silence is kept for reflection.] 
 

We give thanks for the gift of water- 

water that hovered over creation, 

water that set limits to chaos and carried a covenant of mercy, 

water that led people from bondage into freedom. 

In the river Jordan, 

you named Jesus as your beloved 

and sent your Spirit to rest upon him. 

In these same waters, 

you name us beloved too 

and claim us as your own. 
 

We are God's beloved. 

All that we have and all that we are belongs to God. 
 

In water both wild and life-giving, 

you promise that death does not win, 

that love endures, 
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and that new beginnings are always possible. 

This water reminds us that we are held, 

guided, and never abandoned. 
 

God's light goes before us. 

God's Spirit is the light given to us, 

and the light we see in others. 
 

People of God, 

remember your baptism. 

You were sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever- 

claimed in love, named for mercy, 

and sent for the sake of the world. 
 

We remember our baptism. 

We trust the promise. 

We give thanks to God for all of it. 
 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, 

shining light and flowing grace, 

renew us in your promise throughout this season. 

When the path ahead feels unclear, 

give us courage to take the next faithful step. 

When your light unsettles us, 

give us trust to follow where you lead. 

Send us out- 

beloved, claimed, and guided- 

ready to reflect your love 

in a world still learning how to see. 

Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A SPECIAL HELLO TO EVERYONE ATTENDING CLC TODAY FOR THE FIRST TIME. We are blessed by your 
presence and pray you will be blessed in this space. If you wish, fill out the orange card ("We're 
glad you're here!) in the back of the pew in front of you. And if you need to talk to Pastor Marc, 
please reach out! 
 

AED: If a medical emergency occurs and an AED is needed, one is located on top of the 
church mailboxes next to the church office and choir room. 
 

ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS: read these appointed selections in 

preparation for the Second Sunday after Epiphany, Sunday January 18th: Isaiah 49:1-7, 

Psalm 40:1-11, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: If you would like to sponsor flowers for future weeks ($60 per Sun. through 
our florist or you can bring two bouquets of your own) in honor or memory of loved ones, 
sign your name on the flower chart in the narthex. 
 

YOUR 2026 PLEDGE: 24 pledges have been turned in and there's still time to prayerfully 
add yours! Paper forms are available where you picked up the bulletin. You can also 
submit your pledges online. 
Financial Pledge: www.clc4u.com/2026Pledge.  
Time and Talent: www.clc4u.com/2026TimeTalent. 
 

ALZHEIMER'S EVENTS IN JANUARY: Due to an unexpected illness, we'll need to reschedule 
the start of our support group for caregivers. If you were planning to attend it today after 
worship, please let Pastor Marc know and he'll inform you when it will begin to meet. On 
January 29th at 5:30 pm, Terry will lead an education event about managing money. 
Kimberly Paton, an attorney specializing in estate planning and who has been a caregiver 
herself, will be a guest speaker. Please speak to Terry or contact the church office to let 
us know if you'll be attending. 
 

ANNUAL LUNCHEON MEETING OF CHRIST LUTHERAN WOMEN: On January 18 after the 10:30 
am worship, CLC's Women will hold their annual meeting. You're invited! You might 
already know about our annual Trash and Treasure sale, but would you like to know how 
we decide where the proceeds of the sale go and how we serve our church and wider 
community? We hope you can come and learn more about our mission and how you can 
be a part of it! 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: The month of January is designated by our Care Committee as 
Souper Bowl Sunday Month at Christ Lutheran. We are collecting cans of soup to deliver 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-1-18/0
http://www.clc4u.com/2026Pledge
http://www.clc4u.com/2026TimeTalent
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to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry and your pocket change to support the Center for Food Action 
in Englewood. Plastic containers in which to deposit your coins will be available in the 
narthex. Please return everything to the church by/on February 8. 

 

ASSISTING MINISTERS TODAY: 
10:30 am  

Musician – Argine Safari                 Lector – Lois Hainsselin 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, January 11th     
Worship at 9:00 am & 10:30 am 

 

Monday, January 12th       
CLC-W Board meeting, 11:00 am 

Finance Committee, 8:00pm  
 

Tuesday, January 13th       
Knit One, Crochet Too, 10:00 am 

 

Wednesday, January 14th       
Care Committee meeting, 11:00 am 

Care Committee Luncheon, 12:00 pm 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 4:45 pm 

 

Thursday, January 15th   
Church Council meeting, 7:30 pm 

 

Sunday, January 18th     
Worship at 9:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School and Confirmation, 9:45 am 
CLC-W Annual Luncheon meeting 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 
Parish Admin: Evie Salerno 
Director of Music: Argine Safari 
Contemporary Music: David Scance 
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677 
201-391-4224 office@clc4u.com 

Join online at clc4u.com 
facebook.com/clc4u 
instagram.com/clc4u 
Worship on Sundays: 
9 am & 10:30 am 

 

http://www.clc4u.com/

