FEBRUARY 1°7, 2026 — 10:30 AM
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY



A SPECIAL WELCOME AS WE CELEBRATE THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

[All text in jtalics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.]
¥ % % %k * %

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom
in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the
pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for
righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this
countercultural way of living and serving.

WORSHIP IS LIVESTREAMED ON FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE with cameras showing everything
along the altar space (including the rail) as well as the front pews.

BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER: We invite you to try one of our listening devices for those
who need hearing assistance. Please speak to a worship leader if you need one.

YELLOW PRAYER CARDS: You may write names for prayer on a yellow card from the pew
rack in and place on the altar rail. Please be sure this prayer request is approved by
the person for whom we are praying.

COLORING AND ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS: We know it's not easy sitting during worship.
Behind the back pew are two baskets full of red and blue activity bags. Inside are
coloring sheets, books, puzzles, and more. Feel free to grab one and then return
once our worship is over.

NURSERY AND PLAYROOM: There is a self-serve Nursery and Playroom for young children
accompanied by their parents. The Nursery contains a bathroom with a changing table.
These rooms are located along the hallway through the side door of the sanctuary.

www.clc4u.com/give, scan the QR cord, or mail to the church.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Stay up to date with everything happening at CLC and in our local
community by signing up to our weekly newsletter at www.clc4u.com/Newsletter.
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PRELUDE, WELCOME, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
[The congregation stands as able.]

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4+ one God,

the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
[Silence is kept for reflection.]

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.

We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,

that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in 4 Jesus' name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.

[Please remain standing as you are able.]
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GATHERING SONG — “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” [ELW 582]
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er dwell-ing in the ho - liest realms of light;

2 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er liv-ing as the church’s ver - y life;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er work-ing through the church’s min - is - try;
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Ho-ly  Spir-it, ev - er rais-ing those of earth to thrones on high;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er form-ing in the church the mind of Christ:
Ho-ly  Spir-it, ev - er bind-ing age to age and soul to soul
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in com-mu - nion nev-er end-ing, you we wor-ship and ex - tol.
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[Text and Music: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OnelLicense: A-715430.]
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, you confound the world's wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in
striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

[The congregation may sit.]

CHILDREN’S SERMON
[Kids are invited to come sit with Pastor Marc on the steps of the altar.]

FIRST READING FROM THE BIBLE: MICAH 6:1-8
1 Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

3“0 my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
4 For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
>0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”
6 “With what shall | come before the Lord
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and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING FROM THE BIBLE: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. *°For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? %! For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. ?? For Jews ask for signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to gentiles, ?* but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. ?°> For God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’ But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; % God chose what is low and despised in the world, things
that are not, to abolish things that are, ?°so that no one might boast in the presence
of God. 3°In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3!in order that, as
it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Page 5




The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[Please stand as you are able.]

GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 5:1-12
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him.?And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
>“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7“Blessed are the merciful,  for they will receive  mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
7 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before

7”7

you.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

[You may be seated.]

THE SERMON — “Blessed Be.” Rev. Marc A. Stutzel

MuUsICAL OFFERING — “Breath of Heaven” by Amy Grant and Chris Eaton.
[Chancel Choir. Directed & accompanied by Argine Safari.]
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BAPTISM LITURGY
[The candidate for baptism and sponsor join Pastor Marc at the altar.]

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and
death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized
in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in
God's mission for the life of the world.

[The sponsor presents the candidate:]
| present Sam Gold for baptism.

[The presiding minister addresses the candidate:]

Sam, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire
to be baptized into Christ?

| do.

[The presiding minister addresses the sponsor:]

Sponsor, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

| do.

[The presiding minister addresses the assembly:]

People of God, do you promise to support Sam and pray for them in their new life
in Christ?

We do.

[Please stand as you are able.]

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
| renounce them.
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[The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.]
Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

[The assembly may be seated.]

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over

the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys
to refresh and satisfy all living things. Through the waters of the flood you carried
those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery
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to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, and
you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. At the river your
Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of
Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and
raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to
safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not
swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to
make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the
baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free,
no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

[The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.]

Sam Gold, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal
life.

[Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays:]

Sustain Sam with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.
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[The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized.]
Sam, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.

Amen.

[A lighted candle is given to each of the newly baptized.]

Jesus said, | am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me
will have the light of life.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God's beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole

human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

[A brief silence.]

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice,
love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for our
bishops, Yehiel and Christa, and all deacons serving in hospitals, hospice centers,
non-profits, and among the military and first responders. We give thanks for the call
you extend to the newly baptized and for all of us to make your love known to all.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the
health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of
life on earth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and
respect human rights. Guide and reform the work of Donald the President, Mike, NJ's
governor, Carlos, the mayor of Wood(cliff Lake, and all who lead in the towns we call
home. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and
religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty,
or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort
any who grieve or suffer in any way especially...

Dolores Albert, Jason, Harry, David and Doris Crouse, Jackson Fehr,
Faye Rekosik, Vivian, Chris Quesada, Miriam Valder, Lauren,
George & Chris Yasenchock, Luanne McHale, Jan O'Leary,

Nancy Kerber, Gary Skutnik, Karen Bentsen, Cian Dankin, Felipe Santos, the
family and friends of Dot Dohrmann & the family of Alice Sheer.

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for
parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and all who model love for their neighbor
and care for others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly
with you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you
bestow. Use us and the gifts we placed in the offering plate, mailed to the church,
and donated online to be the reign of God come near, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.
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PEACE

| invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in your sacred
space. Let us send a blessing to one another via the peace sign, wishing
that the peace of Christ may be with them.

Let us now think about all who are worshiping in the sanctuary, online, via
conference call, or at a different time than right now. In our hearts, let’s send to your
entire faith community a blessing and wish that the peace of Christ may be with them.

Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, friends, neighbors, and
the entire world. With God'’s help, our hearts are big enough to extend peace that far.
Let us embody the peace of Christ after we leave worship today.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

[This is the Lord’s Table. You are welcome and invited to it. The Communion Assistant can come
to the altar to help serve. Please stand as you are able.]

THE DIALOGUE
[Sung responsively.]
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THE PREFACE
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HoLy, HoLy, HOLY
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in the name of

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

the Lord. Ho - san-na

in the high - est.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance

of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and connecting across space and time
itself — let us pray as Jesus taught us:
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus, you
are welcomed and loved.

[The congregation may sit.]

HoLY COMMUNION
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink.
When space is available at the rail, please come forward to kneel or stand.
Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),
followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups.
Children and all who have not received First Communion can request a blessing.
For those joining at home or in your seats, we invite you to commune yourself
when Pastor Marc is served at the end.]

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

[The following song is sung by the congregation during the distribution of Holy Communion.]




COMMUNION SONG — “Let streams of living justice” [ELW 710]
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[Text © 1989 William Whitla. Music: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Onelicense: A-
715430.]
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[Please stand as you are able.]

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood

you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG — “Go, My Children, with my Blessing” [ELW 543]
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
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[Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University
Press 1906. Tune: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Onelicense: A-715430.]
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BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
May God give you grace never to sell yourself short; grace to risk something big for

something good; grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything
but truth and too small for anything but Love.

The blessing of God Almighty 4 Father Son and Holy Spirit be with us now and
remain with us this day and always. Amen.

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

A SPECIAL HELLO TO EVERYONE ATTENDING CLC TODAY FOR THE FIRST TIME. We are blessed by your
presence and pray you will be blessed in this space. If you wish, fill out the orange card ("We're
glad you're here!) in the back of the pew in front of you. And if you need to talk to Pastor Marc,
please reach out!

AED: If a medical emergency occurs and an AED is needed, one is located on top of the
church mailboxes next to the church office and choir room.

ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS: read these appointed selections in
preparation for the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, Sunday February 8™: Isaiah 58:1-9a
[9b-12], Psalm 112:1-9 [10], 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16], Matthew 5:13-20.

ALTAR FLOWERS: If you would like to sponsor flowers for future weeks (S60 per Sun. through
our florist or you can bring two bouquets of your own) in honor or memory of loved ones,
sign your name on the flower chart in the narthex.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: The month of January is designated by our Care Committee as
Souper Bowl Sunday Month at Christ Lutheran. We are collecting cans of soup to deliver
Page 17 to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry and your pocket change to support the Center for
Food Action in Englewood. Plastic containers in which to deposit your coins will be
available in the narthex. Please return everything to the church by/on February 8.

SAVE THE DATE: Annual Congregational Meeting will be February 8. One worship at 10 am
with the meeting beginning around 11 am. Let us know if you'll be there by
visiting www.clc4u.com/annualmeeting or contacting the church office. You can join in
the building or at home.

Page 19


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-8/0
http://www.clc4u.com/annualmeeting

ASSISTING MINISTERS TODAY:

10:30 am

Musician — Argine Safari
Lector — Oliver Stutzel

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, February 1st
Worship at 9:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School & Confirmation 9:45 am

Monday, February 2"
SCA Fencing Club, 7:00 pm

Tuesday, February 3™
Knit One, Crochet Too, 10:00 am

Wednesday, February 4t"
Worship Committee meeting, 10:00 am
Bible Study, 11:00 am
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 4:45 pm

Sunday, February 8t
Worship at 10:00 am
Annual Congregational Meeting, 11:00 am

CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel

Parish Admin: Evie Salerno

Director of Music: Argine Safari
Contemporary Music: David Scance

32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
201-391-4224 office@clc4u.com
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Join online at clc4u.com
facebook.com/clc4u
instagram.com/clc4u
Worship on Sundays:
9am & 10:30 am


http://www.clc4u.com/

