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PASTOR’S NOTE 

Across from the choir room is a closet filled with old Sunday School supplies I’ve 
been trying to clean out. If you’ve visited my office recently, you’ve seen old bottles 
of glitter, half used glue sticks, and dried out markers piled nearby. Scattered 
among the used paint brushes and empty egg cartons were lesson plans several 
decades ago. And scattered within those pages was a list of sLutheran trivia for the 
Fourth of July. We’re told Lutherans arrived in America 7 years before the Pilgrims; 
that the first “Stars and Stripes” were made by the Ladies Aid Society of Gloria Di 
Lutheran Church; that the Liberty Bell was hidden under the floor of Zion Lutheran 
Church; and a Lutheran was the first President of the Continental Congress, the 
first Treasurer of the US, and the first Speaker of the House. After doing a bit of 
research, some of this information is true. The first speaker of the House (Frederick 
Muhlenberg) and the first treasurer (Michael Hilligas) really were Lutheran. The 
Liberty Bell, however, was hidden in Zion Reformed Church (which wasn’t 
Lutheran), the first Lutheran worship in North America happened a year before the 
pilgrims when a group of Danish explorers ended up trapped in the Arctic, and I 
found no evidence Gloria Dei Lutheran Church actually sewed many of the first 
flags used by the Continental Army. The list reads like something we might see 
while looking at Facebook but we have, for generations, tried to add a few 
Lutheran connections to our shared history as a way of making our nation’s story 
our own. 
	 But I wonder if we might not need to embellish the past to discover how we 
already below. We, through the work of the Spirit, really are part of this 
community. It doesn’t matter if our family has been here for centuries or if we’re 
the first in our clan to walk through CLC’s front doors, it was God who brought us 
together. Rather than finding our sense of self and belonging by embellishing our 
history, we can promote and celebrate the relationships we have right now. During 
this summer of remembrance, we can embrace the revolutionary act of being who 
we already are. We can share our questions, doubts, fears, and joys. We can admit 
all the ways we’ve felt God in our lives while pointing to all the prayers that still 
need to be answered. We can celebrate those who came before us while being 
honest about the many mistakes our ancestors made. And we can trust that God’s 
love isn’t only for those parts of us we embellish so we appear better than we truly 
are. God’s love will always speak into everything that makes us exactly who we are. 
And if our God is willing to hold onto every bit of our story, the least we can do is 
be as authentic as possible with God and with one another.	  

— Pastor Marc 



CELEBRATION OF LIFE: DON RUDIE 

One of the pillars of our community, Don Rudie, passed away on June 29th. He and his 
family have been a part of Christ Lutheran Church since the mid 60s. Don served as a 
superintendent for our Sunday School, council president, chaired several of our 
anniversary committees, and more. Visitation will take place at Becker Funeral Home in 
Westwood on Thursday, July 9th from 5 to 8 pm. A service at the church will take place 
on Friday, July 10th, at 11 am. Interment will follow at Westwood Cemetery. A repast 
will be held at the church after the interment. 

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES 

In June, we celebrated our graduates. We’re so proud of you and can’t wait to see 
where the Holy Spirit takes you next.  

Julia Elek graduated from UMass Amherst with an undergraduate 
degree in Accounting with a minor in Psychology. She is currently 
working in the field of event planning for MM Event Group as well as 
working as a per diem substitute in the Emerson School District. 

Anderson Moss graduated from Pascack Hills High School. He will attend Case 
Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio in the fall studying Environmental 
Science. 

CONFIRMATION 

Minka Drop and Oliver Stutzel were confirmed at CLC on June 14, 2026. We’re so 
grateful for their hard work and faithfulness. We look forward to journeying with 
them in faith and we celebrate them as the beloved children of God they already 
are.  



NEW JERSEY SYNOD NEWS 

We wanted to share with you a few bits of news from across the New Jersey Synod.  

Christ Lutheran Church in Bridgeton:  A service of Holy Closure was held on June 
14th for our friends at Christ Lutheran in Bridgeton. We give thanks for all the 
ministry that God has empowered among the saints at Christ, ministry that will 
continue in the lives of the people and in the generous legacy that they have 
shared with their neighbors. 

Laura Glatz, new Executive Administrator for the Bishop: We have a new 
executive administrator in the Bishop’s office. Laura served eleven years as the 
Church Administrator at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Princeton Junction as 
well as a supporting role for the House Next Door and Oasis Minstries. She’s also 
trained as a spiritual director and is a visual artist. Whenever CLC needs to contact 
the Bishop, she’ll be the first person to reach out to. 

Ordination of Rev. Daniel Marrone: Pastor Marc attended the ordination of Daniel 
Marrone at Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit in Manahawkin. Pastor Marrone 
began serving at Holy Spirit earlier this year. Pastor Marrone’s candidacy was 
through the New Jersey Synod and we’re thrilled he stayed in the synod.  

New Assistant to the Bishop: At press time, the NJ Synod has not officially 
announced a new assistant to the Bishop but we expect one to be published soon. 
This new assistant will be coming from out of state and we will share in our weekly 
Thursday newsletter once news becomes official.  



NJ SYNOD: WHERE DOES MY OFFERING GO? 

In 2026, the synod anticipate that members of our 143 congregations and 3 new 
starts will share $1,600,000 in Mission Support with the New Jersey Synod. This 
represents the largest portion of the Synod’s mission spending plan (aka ‘operating 
budget’) which synod congregations voted and approved in 2025 totaling 
$2,271,938. This total includes additional income from investments, grants, 
interest and designated gifts. 

Grow the ELCA and Ministry Partners: Half of the Mission Support received by the 
synod is sent to the ELCA Churchwide organization. Additional funds are also used 
to support 5 ministry partners (such as Camp Cross Roads, United Lutheran 
Seminary, etc). This generosity represents 45% (approximately $1,025,000) of the 
NJ Synod’s budget.  

Strengthen Congregations: The 143 congregations served by pastors, TEEM 
candidates, deacons, vice-pastors, interim pastors and clergy serving congregations 
in retirement are provided with resources, networks and support for faith 
formation, stewardship, justice, multicultural ministry, discipleship, witness, and 
communication. This represents 18% ($403,583) of the NJ Synod’s budget.  

New and Strategic Ministries: Together we support new mission starts, strategic 
ministries and cohorts of learning communities practicing vitality and innovation 
along with Caminando Unidos en Cristo, Go And..., The Saints Go and Multiethnic 
and Intersectional Ministries. Mission initiatives in Camden, Elizabeth, Jersey City, 
Kendall Park, New Brunswick, Passaic, Pennsauken, Summit, and Trenton are part 
of this work. This represents 8% ($172,167) of the NJ Synod’s budget.  

Office of the Bishop: The Bishop seeks unity in faith and common mission among 
the expressions of this church. Our Bishop manages the roster and the calls of 
leaders and candidates for ordained ministry. She strengthens our Lutheran 
identity and facilitates common action among communities of other faiths. This 
represents 16% ($367, 175) of the NJ Synod’s budget.   

Organizing Synod Ministries: The Synod organizes lay and clergy leaders to serve 
on governance boards and committees that provide guidance and oversight for our 
ministries. They provide facilities, equipment and human resources for staff and 



operations of the New Jersey Synod.  This represents 13% ($304,013) of the NJ 
Synod’s budget. 

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY FOR BACK TO SCHOOL SHOPPING!  
PLEASE HELP US GIVE CHILDREN A GREAT START WITH SCHOOL 

SUPPLIES 

Christ Lutheran Church Women continue our faithful 
tradition of partnering with Church World Service in order 
to give school kits to children in impoverished schools, 
refugee camps or other difficult settings so that they can 
have some of the basic tools for learning.  

We send the kits out in the spring, but summer “Back to 
School Sales” often provide the greatest value.   

Thanks to your generosity, not only were we able to assemble 90 kits last year, but 
we still have some left-over supplies for this year’s kits!   

We are now in need of the following supplies in order to complete 90 kits again 
this year: 
	 	  
	 25: 70-page spiral notebooks (wide-ruled) 
	 85: glue sticks 
	 25: hand-held pencil sharpeners 
	 25: boxes 24-count crayons (must be 24 count) 
	 50: boxes 12-count colored pencils 

Each completed school kit includes: 
	 One box 12 colored pencils 
	 One 2- pocket folder 
	 One glue stick 
	 One pair blunt-tip scissors (rounded tip) 
	 One 70-page spiral notebook (wide-ruled) 
	 One 12” ruler 
	 One hand-held pencil sharpener  
	 One large eraser (no pencil-cap erasers) 
	 Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers 
	 1 box 24 count crayons (must be 24-count) 



	 1 cloth bag to carry items to/from school in (supplied by CLCW) 

Donations can be placed in the Narthex in the basket labeled “School Kits” or they 
can be ordered via the Amazon Wish List @ https://a.co/04Sk0pqm.  

If you prefer, you can make a monetary donation via cash or check to Christ 
Lutheran Church Women (add “School Kits” in memo line) and leave in the offering 
plate in an envelope marked Christ Lutheran Women/School Kits. We will do the 
shopping for you! 

Please spread the word for donations so that we can complete these school kits 
and help transform communities around the world. 

Thank you for your generosity with this project and for sharing your blessings with 
others! 

— Christ Lutheran Church Women 

GROWING IN GENEROSITY 

Feeding Your Neighbors One Tomato at a Time: Our garden is in the ground! Over 
575 plants are growing comfortably in the space between the Opsal Hall and 
Church Offices. On July 8th, we delivered the first fruits of our harvest - 25 lbs of 
peppers, squash, zucchini, eggplants, and one tomato - to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry 
in Park Ridge. Our weekly Wednesday work nights at 5 pm will begin on July 8th. To 
receive the most up to date news about our garden, contact the church office 
(office@clc4u.com) to get on our garden-specific email list. Last year, 1,750 lbs of 
fresh produce from our garden went to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry in Park Ridge. 
Let’s see how many of our neighbors we can feed this year!  

A Pollination Garden is our Eagle Project: One of the ways we 
can make our Genesis Garden grow even better is through the 
planting of a pollination garden. Anderson Moss will be 
building one for his Eagle Project. On Sunday, July 12th after 
worship, he'll share more about what this project is about as 
well as selling honey sticks to fundraise for it. We invite you to 
attend and participate if you can. 

https://a.co/04Sk0pqm
mailto:office@clc4u.com


ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT AND NEWS 

The Caregiver Coffee Break: Support groups provide a safe, 
confidential environment, and a community for both current & 
previous care givers, and those who have suffered the loss of loved 
ones or are living with Alzheimer’s. We’ll meet on Saturday, July 
11th and August 8th from 10 am - 12 noon in the Sonshine/library. 
Let’s provide one another a chance to  educate, inform, and help 
one another through the struggles and challenges we face. Coffee, 
tea, cookies and muffins will be provided. RSVP by contacting the 
church office (201-391-4224) or office@clc4u.com.   

Better Brain Health Begins Here: The Alzheimer’s Association put together a few 
free resources to help with your brain health. Building brain-healthy habits can 
help you live better now and protect your memory and thinking for the future. 
Brain health is important for everyone, including people with a family history of 
dementia. It’s never too early or too late to take action for your brain health. Visit 
alz.org/help-support/brain_health for information and tools to learn more.  

Blood Tests Can Now Detect Alzheimer’s: Should You Get One? As recently 
reported in the Wall Street Journal (published June 17, 2026), new blood tests are 
available to detect the build up of the protein tau and amyloids. We first heard 
about these tests at an educational event here at CLC. These tests, however, are 
only one part of the story since 15% of healthy, symptom-free people already have 
abnormal levels of amyloid in their brains at age 50. By age 75, more than a third of 
people have that kind of build up and it becomes roughly 50% of all people by age 
85. These tests do not necessarily predict Alzheimer’s risk in healthy people. 
Rather, they’re just one tool among many that trained doctors can use to explain 
your risk for Alzheimer’s. 

KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE! 

Bible Study: Our Wednesday Bible Study is finishing up the gospel according to 
John and will start Esther very soon. We’ll meet on Wednesdays at 11:30 am in July 
and 11 am in August. Let Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) know if you plan to 
attend so he can inform you what the readings will be. 

mailto:office@clc4u.com
https://www.alz.org/help-support/brain_health


Sunday School and Confirmation returns in the Fall: If your young person is interested 
in learning how to make their faith their own, please reach out to Pastor Marc. Our 
Confirmation program runs two years for kids in 7th grade and up. Sunday School is for 
pre-k through 6th grade.   

Bulletin Cover Art: Is an artist in your household busy sketching and doodling this 
summer? Consider sending one of their pieces with the church office to be a cover for 
our bulletin this summer! If they need an idea, we’re looking for images of Christmas at 
the Beach, a farmer sowing seeds, someone casting a net into a lake, Jesus walking on 
water, a church on a rocky mountain, stars, and the planet Earth.  

WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!  

One Worship at 10:00 AM - Summer Schedule: We are now in our summer worship 
schedule. We gather in the sanctuary or online on Sundays at 10 am. Music will be led 
by Argine Safari on most Sundays. 

Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on Sundays via   
Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live , YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u  

and our website www.clc4u.com 

Summer Lemonade and Coffee after Worship: You’re invited to sponsor a coffee hour 
after worship. Bring a small treat and make a plan to stick around. A sign-up sheet is in 
the narthex. Our Care Committee will sponsor a Coffee Hour on July 19th and August 
16th. On Sundays when no one volunteers to host we will skip coffee hour on that day. 

Christmas in July: On Sunday, July 26th, we'll take a break from the heat and celebrate 
the season of Christmas! Come on out to sing Christmas songs in the middle of 
summer! 

YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES 

Knit One Crochet Too: We meet weekly on Tuesday at 10:00 am in 
the Sonshine/library room to knit, craft, and chat. All skill levels 
welcome! Just stop by until 2:30 pm to talk shop and form deeper 
friendships. Please speak to Debbie Louis and Diane Lintner for 
more information.  

Online Calendar on our Website: The online calendar is our master calendar at the 
church. Check it out (www.clc4u.com) and contact the office (office@clc4u.com) to 
get your event on the calendar. 

http://www.facebook.com/clc4u/live
http://www.youtube.com/@clc4u
http://www.clc4u.com
http://www.clc4u.com
mailto:office@clc4u.com


Ricci Foundation: The church has received and reviewed accounting documents 
prepared by the trustees of the Ricci Foundation. If there is a ministry project 
at CLC or around the world you’d like to support, please fill out a Special Gifts 
request. Applications are available in the church mailboxes by the church office. 

An Update from the Finance Committee: At the start of June, our total income 
was $108,844, and our expenses were $112,034. Expenses are outpacing 
income by a little more than $3,000 though we were expecting a deficit of 
$10,500 at this time. We are not using any of our reserve to cover our 
operating expenses. We appreciate the ways you are supporting your faith 
community. As we enter a season when attendance and giving drops, we 
encourage you to keep up with your pledge. 

Property Update: We’re still planning to update the vinyl wallpaper in the Narthex 
(church lobby) and have begun to update some of the lights throughout the 
building. A tree fell onto our neighbor’s fence during a recent storm as well. If you 
notice any property issues, please speak to Brian Conboy.   

COMMUNITY EVENTS, PARTNERS, & NEWS 

Save the Date - Concert on September 19th at 7 pm! Evie will be hosting our second 
concert at Christ Lutheran Church in Woodcliff Lake. This time with even more exciting 
news! Broadway Star Jalynn Steele with be joining us to raise funds for St Judes 
Hospital, Tackle Kids Cancer & Emmanuel Cancer Foundation. ALL donations will be 
going directly to these charities. You most recently would have seen Jalynn as "Tanya" 
in Mamma Mia on Broadway. We will be graced with other incredibly talented local 
performers, which will make this event truly epic. 

Summer Nights in the Pascack Valley: We’re blessed with all kinds of fun summer 
events taking place in our area. From Westwood through Woodcliff Lake and beyond, 
there are music events all over the area. Below is what’s happening in Woodcliff Lake. 
We invite you to go out, hang with your neighbors, and see what your town has to 
offer. 

	 	 	 Woodcliff Lake Concert Series: 7 pm at Woodcliff Park 
	 	 7/8 - Nick DiBari Music		 	 	 	 7/15 - Lucia Wehr 
	 	 7/22 - Gerard and Diane Barros	 	 	 7/29 - TBD 
	 	 8/5 - Lake Effect	 	 	 	 	 	 8/12 - Rockskafari 



2026 July 2026
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 
Bible Study 

11 am 

2 3 4 

5   

Summer Worship 
10:00 am 

Concert Rehearsal 
12:00 noon

6 

SCA 
Fencing 

7 pm

7 

Knit One, 
Crochet Too! 

10 am

8 

Bible Study 
11 am 

Genesis Garden 
5 pm 

9 10 

Celebration 
of Life: Don 

Rudie 
11 am

11 

Care Giver 
Coffee Hour 

10 am

12   

Summer Worship 
10:00 am 

Pollination Garden 
11:00 am 

Concert Rehearsal 
12:00 noon

13 14 

Knit One, 
Crochet Too! 

10 am 

15 

Bible Study 
11:30 am 

Genesis Garden 
5 pm 

16 17 18

19   

Summer Worship 
10:00 am 

Concert Rehearsal 
12:00 noon

20 

SCA 
Fencing 

7 pm

21 

Knit One, 
Crochet Too! 

10 am

22 

Bible Study  
11:30 am 

Genesis Garden 
5 pm 

23 24 25

26 

Summer Worship 
10:00 am 

Christmas in July! 

Concert Rehearsal 
12:00 noon

27 28 29 

Bible Study  
11:30 am 

Genesis Garden 
5 pm

30 31



2026 August 2026
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 

2   

Summer Worship 
10:00 am 

Concert Rehearsal 
12:00 noon

3 

SCA 
Fencing 

7 pm

4 

Knit One, 
Crochet Too! 

10 am

5 

Bible Study  
11 am 

Genesis Garden 
5 pm 

6 7 8 

Care Giver 
Coffee Hour 

10 am

9   

Summer Worship 
10:00 am 

Concert Rehearsal 
12:00 noon 

10 11 

Knit One, 
Crochet Too! 

10 am 

12 

Bible Study  
11 am 

Genesis Garden 
5 pm

13 14 15

16  

Summer Worship 
10:00 am 

Concert Rehearsal 
12:00 noon

17 

SCA 
Fencing 

7 pm 

Finance 
Committee 

8 pm

18 

Knit One, 
Crochet Too! 

10 am

19 

Bible Study  
11 am 

Genesis Garden 
5 pm

20 21 22

23 

Summer Worship 
10:00 am 

Concert Rehearsal 
12:00 noon

24 25 

Knit One, 
Crochet Too! 

10 am

26 

Bible Study  
11 am 

Genesis Garden 
5 pm

27 

Church 
Council 
7:30 pm

27 29

30 

Summer Worship 
10:00 am 

Concert Rehearsal 
12:00 noon

31 

SCA 
Fencing 

7 pm


