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PASTOR’S NOTE

September is here and the facebook groups in my town are filled with posts about
“what’s free” on the curb. Scattered in front of driveways are bikes that were
hiding behind sheds for too long; shin guards and cleats for kids who are now
adults; books that were read and forgotten; squeaky chairs that are still good; and
outdoor basketball hoops with broken netting that need to carted away today.
Spring might be a season devoted to cleaning but the transition from summer to
fall is when the slightly broken but still useful stuff we no longer need gets moved
into the street.

It’s also a season, | think, when this kind of transition shows up in our faith too.
When we move from one stage or experience of life into another, we might notice
how vyesterday’s faith doesn’t feel big enough for today. This is more than
recognizing how we have preferences when it comes to the songs we sing in
worship or the prayers we say right before we go to sleep. God knows our
spirituality needs different styles to feed the rich variety of our souls. But there are
times when the Bible verse we leaned on no longer feel so supportive and our
experiences of God feel fainter and far away. Our doubts are less rooted in
guestions and more in frustrations, disappointments, and regrets. We look around
and notice how there are those who seem to be filled with the Holy Spirit in ways
we want for ourselves. Yet when compare our present to our past or to other
people, it feels as if our faith is simply no longer enough.

| wonder, though, if we can recognize how the experience of Jesus’ friends is our
experience too. They, like us, had all kinds of transitions throughout their lives and
what they believed, understood, and didn’t understand rarely stayed the same.
They argued with Jesus; disagreed with Jesus; and sometimes even seemed proud
with how wrong they were. Yet the one thing that was always with them was a
Jesus who refused to let them go. It isn’t our thoughts, what we feel, or what we
held onto in our past that will bring us through all the transitions life brings. Rather,
what will is the One who has already claimed you as his own. Our experience of
faith will ebb and flow, grow and shrink, evolve and transition as we move from
one season of life into another. And while our faith will shift, God’s love for you
never will.

— Pastor Marc



BENEFIT CONCERT: SEPTEMBER 19TH AT 7 PM

Evie is hosting our next concert here at Christ Lutheran
Church! Broadway Star Jalynn Steele will be joining a choir of
friends and members of CLC to raise funds for St. Judes
Hospital, Tackle Kids Cancer & Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation. Hear some of your favorite songs from
Hamilton, Sound of Music, Phantom of the Opera, and Jersey
Boys while listening to families share their very personal
experiences with childhood cancer. All donations (cash preferred) will go directly to
these charities. We invite you to come and bring your friends. Information is available
on our website. You won’t want to miss this amazing event.
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SINGING FOR
A CURE

SEPT 19 AT 7:00 PM

WITH BROADWAY STAR
JALYNN STEELE!
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GROWING IN GENEROSITY

Feeding Your Neighbors One Tomato at a Time: Over 575 plants have been
summering in our Genesis Garden. Through August 26th, we harvested over 750
Ibs of eggplants, tomatoes, peppers, green beans, zucchini, cucumbers, and
squash. Our Wednesday work nights take place at 5 pm and we’ll continue through
the first frost. To receive the most up to date news about our garden, contact the
church office (office@clc4u.com) to get on our garden-specific email list.

A Pollination Garden is our Eagle Project: One of the ways |
we improved our Genesis Garden this year is by planting a |
pollination garden. Anderson Moss and his Boy Scout troop |
installed it in late July. The garden is located right outside '
Mitchell Commons within the garden itself. The plants are
native to New Jersey. We're excited about all the new §
pollinators who will be in our garden in the years to come. |

School Supplies and Backpacks: One of the ways we support our local ministry
partners is by using the Special Gifts fund to fill backpacks full of school supplies. In
late July, 24 backpacks were picked up by the Lutheran Social Ministry of NJ. The
backpacks went to children in LSMNJ affordable housing in Jersey City as well as a
few neighbors through Project Home. Thank you to Diane Lintner and Meredith
Drobinske for making this annual drive an incredible success.
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Congratulations to Jim and Meredith Drobinske: Jim and Meredith were recently
recognized by Rep. Josh Gottheimer as one of our area’s “hometown heroes.” They
serve as pantry mangers for the Food Brigade in Dumont. The Food Brigade
(https://foodbrigade.org/) works to ensure no child or adult in New Jersey goes
hungry. By making sure clients have direct food assistance through a community
markets and offering wraparound services to address the root causes of food
insecurity, the Food Brigade serve over 150 families every week. Thank you Jim and
Meredith for all that you do!

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT AND NEWS

Bergen County - Memory Cafe: Bergen County invites you to join a special
Memory Cafe at the Bergen County ZOO! On September 10th, from 2 to 4 pm, a
guided zoo walk, animals presentations, and more will available in a dementia-
friendly environment. Snacks and water will be provided. The Bergen County Zoo is
located at Van Saun County Park (216 Forest Ave, Paramus). Reservations are
required. Call (201) 336-7403 or email rrebich@bergencountynj.gov to sign up.

The Caregiver Coffee Break: Support groups exist to
provide a community of support for current and
previous care givers of those living with
Alzheimer’s and other forms of Dementia. On
Saturday, September 12th, from 10 am - 12 pm
we’ll take time to care for ourselves in a new way.
Our friends from the Center of Mind Body Balance will
host a special group audio therapy session starting at 10 am. Audio therapy, also
known as sound healing, uses the frequencies and vibrations of certain
instruments to promote our own sense of well-being. The resonant sounds
encourage emotional release and deep relaxation. Our instructor will be Alison
Edsall, a registered nurse, sound healing practitioner, and end-of-life doula. Since
this is a special event, we ask you RSVP by contacting the church office at
201-391-4224 or office@clc4u.com.

Awareness Educational Event: Led by Marymae Henley, a clinician at CRCNJ, we’ll
learn about “what’s normal and what is not,” brain health, and more. It will be held
on Sunday, September 27th, after our 10:30 am worship. Contact the church
office to RSVP.
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NEW JERSEY SYNOD NEWS

Trinity Lutheran Church in Tenafly: Our friends at Trinity Lutheran recently said
goodbye to their pastor, Rev. Beate Storck, who retired on August 23rd. She had
served at Trinity since 2009. We'll keep that community in our prayers as they start
this transition and we wish a blessed retirement to Pastor Storck.

Rev. Priscilla Paris-Austin, Assistant to the Bishop: We have a new assistant to the
Bishop in New Jersey! Rev. Priscilla Paris-Austin served a number of churches in the
Seattle area and began her new position in New Jersey on August 15th. Rev.
Paris-Austin will help congregations during leadership transitions as well as
ministries focused on leadership and justice. Welcome to New Jersey!

Generosity Creates Community: Congregations act as stewards, accountable for
managing our corporate life and life’s resources for God’s purposes. During our
1994, 2002, and 2019 Synod Assemblies, the congregations within the NJ Synod set
7 aspirations around financial giving. Those aspirations are:

1. Mission Support Sharing is a First-Fruits Gift: We make decisions about
mission sharing first (to the NJ Synod, ELCA, and other partners) before
other budgetary decisions.

2. Mission Support Sharing is Proportional: When possible, we give based on
percentages rather than a set number.

3.10% is the Base Level of Mission Support Sharing in New lJersey
Congregations: Congregations strive to share a minimum of 10% of their
unrestricted income for Synod/Churchwide Mission support moving as
they are able towards sharing 25% for mission beyond our church’s walls.

4. 50% is the Base Level of New Jersey Synod Sharing with ELCA Churchwide:
The NJ Synod shares 50% of unrestricted income with the churchwide
office.

5. NJ Synod and our Congregations Tithe Unrestricted Bequests: We give
10% of unrestricted bequests for mission beyond the local setting as a
continuing example of first-fruits, proportionate giving and sharing.

6. NJ Synod Congregations Annually Support the Clergy Compensation Aid
Fund: Congregations strive to share 1% of their pastor’s defined
compensation with the Compensation Aid Fund to support congregations
who lack capacity to properly support their pastor, to relieve education
debt, and to respond to financial emergencies.

7. Congregations Annually Support the ELCA World Hunger Appeal



WHAT’S NEW WITH CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN

e Coming this fall: Cupcake Decorating Demonstration and Workshop with
Jane Conboy. Date to be announced soon.

e We continue to seek ideas for events that you would like
to participate with at church. Please visit
https://forms.gle/b46x6HGkis8Dvs7K7 to fill out the | WEWANTYOUR
Events survey, use the paper surveys in the Narthex or FEEDBACK
speak directly with CLCW board members, Carla T
Hoenigmann, Kim Kearns, Lynn Lesko or Janet Post.

e If you still haven’t shared your feedback about the Trash and Treasure sale, you
can do so by visiting https://forms.gle/pbTrozBow4uKcWp17, using the paper
surveys in the Narthex, or speaking directly to CLCW board members.

e We shared these annual benevolences from Trash and Treasure proceeds earlier
than usual due to current global needs: WELCA/ Women of the Evangelical
Church in America; ELCA/Evangelical Church of America, specifically Young
Adults in Global Mission, Disaster Response and World Hunger Appeal.

e CLCW next meeting - September 28 at 11 am. At church or via Zoom. If you
would like a Zoom link, please contact the church office by September 24 at
office@clc4u.com. All Are Welcome to Attend!
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DOMINICK AND ANNA Riccr’s LEGACY
OF CARING FOR GOD’S PEOPLE

Thanks to the generosity of Dominick and Anna Ricci, Christ
Lutheran Church receives generous financial gifts which we have
the opportunity to direct to organizations honoring the Ricci’s
legacy of caring for others.

One of the organizations we donated to this year, care of the Ricci Special Gifts
Fund, was the Climate Resilience Fund (CRF), specifically their Climate Smart
Communities Initiative (CSCI).

CSCI facilitates the development of climate resilience plans and projects across the
country including assisting communities that are facing the most significant climate
challenges, and advancing nature based solutions. We recently received a thank
you letter, fund overview and initiatives from the managing director of the CRF
which we wanted to share with you here.
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On behalf of the Climate Resilience Fund, | am deeply
grateful for your generous 51,000 contribution to the \ SEISTSEE CE

Climate Smart. Communities Initiative (CS?I) in ® FUND

May 2026. Your investment reflects a shared belief that

communities across the United States deserve the tools, knowledge, and resources
they need to prepare for and adapt to a changing climate. Gifts like yours make
that possible.

CSCl is a unique public-private partnership that supports local leaders and
adaptation practitioners in advancing climate resilience plans and projects in
communities nationwide. Through funding opportunities, a registry of adaptation
practitioners, workforce training, and an Adaptation Help Desk, CSCl is building the
capacity communities need to face today's climate challenges and those to come.
I've attached some additional resources that provide a closer look at the Initiative
and its impact on the ground.

We are proud to share that since CSCl's launch in 2024, CSCI has awarded $6.5
million in total funding, supported 60 communities, and received 411 applications
from communities across the country eager to build climate resilience. In 2026
alone, CSCI awarded 28 grants totaling $3.1 million to communities across 21
states and territories. We received 271 applications requesting a combined $34.8
million. This overwhelming interest is a clear signal of how much this work is
needed and how much more we can accomplish with the support of partners like
you.

Your generosity directly strengthens our ability to serve communities that are
working hard to build a more resilient future. We are honored to have your support
and look forward to keeping you informed about the progress your contribution
makes possible. Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or
would like to learn more about CSCl's work.

The Ricci’s gift to us continues to spread grace and goodwill far beyond the walls of

Christ Lutheran Church. If there is an organization or ministry you feel could benefit

from the Ricci Special Gift Fund, please fill out a request and share it with a council
member.

Thank you, Janet Post

On behalf of the Ricci Special Gifts Committee



THE SPECIAL GIFTS DISBURSEMENT COMMITTEE
NEEDS YOUR HELP

The Committee needs your ideas as we honor the memory of Anna and Dominic Ricci
while living out the kingdom of God. Applications are available on our website
(clc4u.com) or picked up in the “special gifts” mailbox by the church office. Your
recommendation can be for any one of the categories listed below:

e Qutreach Ministry or Benevolences to the local community or worldwide
(Examples include hygiene kits, school kits, disaster relief, hunger support, and
supporting non-profits.)

e Special Congregational Ministries (Examples include special worship music,
worship equipment and new ministry projects at church.)

e Capital Improvement or Asset Replacement (Examples include roofs, parking
lot, and physical equipment at the church.)

WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!

Starting on September 13th, we’re back with two worships on Sunday!
At 9:00 am, worship uses rock/pop Christian music led by David Stance. Our 10:30 am
worship includes traditional hymns led by Argine Safari on the organ and supported
by our Chancel Choir.

Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on Sundays via
Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live , YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u
and our website www.clc4u.com.

A Note from the Chancel (Teen Age/Adult) Choir: If you are interested in learning
more about the choir, reach out to Argine Safari at arginesafari@gmail.com. The
choir will be reassembling for their first rehearsal in mid-September.

Worship Committee: Our Worship Committee will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 2, at
10 am. The committee oversees what we do on Sunday morning. If you have any
thoughts about worship, please come to the meeting. And if you can’t make it, let
Pastor Marc know what is on your mind.

Do you have an old iPad you are not using? We could use it! All iPad Pros, iPad Air
1 and 2, and any 5th generation or newer iPad (manufactured 2017 or later) will
do. Please let Pastor Marc know if you have one to donate.
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KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE!

Bible Study: Our Wednesday Bible Study is exploring the book of Daniel. We meet
on most Wednesday at 11:00 am (except on Wednesdays when the Care
Committee gathers). Let Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) know if you plan to
attend.

Sunday School and Confirmation returns in the Fall: If your young
person is interested in learning how to make their faith their own,
please reach out to Pastor Marc. Our Confirmation program runs
two years for kids in 7th grade and up. Sunday School is for pre-k
through 6th grade. It’s our tradition to begin our programs in
October.

YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES

The Care Committee’s mission is to care for Christ Lutheran Church and the
surrounding community. The Committee will meet in the Sonshine/Library
room on Wednesday, September 9th, at 11:00 am. The Care Committee
manages our prayer chain, meal train, prison ministry, Advent and Lenten
appeals, and more.

A New Medicare Resource Information: Located by the church office entrance
is a new resource created by Nancy Ulanday. Within its pages is currently
information about medicare, how to apply, advantage plans, family care, and
more. The book is meant to stay at church and we invite you to either make
copies in the church office or take pictures with your phone pertaining to the
pages that interest you. The plan is to keep this resource as up to date as
possible. It’s an awesome resource and a big thank you to Nancy for taking the
time to create it.

Knit One Crochet Too: We meet weekly on Tuesday at 10:00 am in
the Sonshine/library room to knit, craft, and chat. All skill levels
welcome! Just stop by until 2:30 pm to talk shop and form deeper
friendships. Please speak to Debbie Louis and Diane Lintner for
more information.




Online Calendar on our Website: The online calendar is our master calendar at the
church. Check it out (www.clc4u.com) and contact the office (office@clc4u.com) to
get your event on the calendar.

Ricci Foundation: The church received the check from the Ricci Foundation in
early August. We're looking for your ideas on what ministry projects we should
fund. Fill out an application by filling out a Special Gifts request. Applications
are available in the staff mailboxes outside the church office.

An Update from the Finance Committee: At the start of August, our total income
was $146,244, and our expenses were $151,594. Expenses are outpacing
income by a little more than $5,000 though we were expecting a deficit of
$11,900 at this time. We are not using any of our reserve to cover operating
expenses. Thank you for your generosity! Please keep up with your pledge and
if you have any questions, speak to our Treasure Martin Thalmann or our
Financial Secretary Rich Kerber.

Property Update: The vinyl wallpaper in the Narthex (church lobby) is being
updated at press time. The work involves repairing damaged drywall,
encapsulating the remaining wall paper, and then going over the space with two
coats of paint. We expect more projects to be addressed this fall. If you notice any
property issues, please speak to Brian Conboy.

RESOURCES FROM THRIVENT FINANCIAL

Our friends at Thrivent Financial do more than manage the

church’s investments. They also provide financial information and ’
guidance for folks as they experience all of life’s transitions. For

example, what happens when you are laid off from your job?
Thrivent provides a checklist that can help you navigate a scary
moment: www.thrivent.com/insights/financial-planning/what-
to-do-when-you-get-laid-off). If you own your home, you might
have considered putting your house in a trust. If you’re looking for the pros, cons, and
possible alternatives, click here: www.thrivent.com/insights/financial-planning/
reasons-to-put-your-house-in-a-trust-pros-cons-alternatives. And if you’re looking
for a digital guide to Estate planning, Thrivent can help: www.thrivent.com/insights/
estate-planning/will-estate-planning. We’re looking forward to welcoming Thrivent
back to CLC in the fall to not only meet with the finance committee but to also host a
future coffee hour after worship.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS, PARTNERS, & NEWS

Grief Unbound - Support Group offered by the Center for Mind Body Balance:
Located in the former parsonage at Zion Lutheran Church in Saddle River, the
Center for Mind Body Balance (https://centerformindbodybalance.com/) provides
a variety of therapeutic resources for all people. They recently launched Grief
Unbound which is a monthly calendar of in-person groups that combine
therapeutic, somatic and experiential support so everyone can engage with grief
through more than talk alone. This integrative approach reflects their belief that
grief lives throughout the whole person and healing happens more fully when
people have more than one way in. A sampling of the groups offered each month
includes: Holding Grief - a Process Group; Grief in the Body; A Vigil of Sound -
Group Sound Healing; Reiki and Restoration for Grief; Peace and Presence with the
Horses; Estrangement Support Group; Caregiver Support Group; a free monthly
support group, and more. Groups repeat monthly, and special events are added
throughout the year. The program is led by a multidisciplinary team of seasoned
practitioners—including therapists, end-of-life doulas, certified grief experts, grief
and loss coaches, and somatic practitioners—who offer a wide range of
perspectives, professional expertise, and lived experience. Learn more by visiting
https://www.griefunbound.com/.

Bergen’s County Annual Senior Festival: On September 24th from 10 am - 2 pm in
Van Saun County Park in Paramus, seniors (60 years and older) are invited to
participate in the county’s annual Senior Festival. The day will include lunch, music
and entertainment, craft fair, resource tables, and much more. Registration is
required so please visit https://forms.office.com/g/xbwhU7XCzX. If that link isn’t
working, please email seniors@BergenCountynj.gov or call (201) 336 - 7417.

CREATION IN CHRIST SUNDAY - SEPTEMBER 6TH

Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the day of the creation of
the world in the Byzantine tradition. The Lutheran World Federation and our
denomination, the ELCA, are beginning to explore adding a new observance to our
liturgical calendar centered on Creation. Creation in Christ celebrates the ongoing
creation of the world in and through Christ, who sustains, unites, and holds all
created things. On Sunday, September 6th, we’ll add this observance to our
worship life together. The worship committee welcomes your feedback on this new
event.
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2026 September 2026
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Knit One Worship
Crochet Too! Committee
10am 10am
Bible Study
11am
Genesis Garden
5pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Creation in Christ Labor Day
SCA Knit One Care Committee Care Giver
Summer Worship Fencing Crochet Too! 11am Coffee Hour
10:00 am 7 pm 10am 10 am
Concert Rehearsal Genesis Garden Concert
12:00 noon 5pm Rehearsal
12:00 noon
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship Finance Knit One Bible Study Church Concert | Benefit Concert
9 & 10:30 am Committee | Crochet Too! 11am Council Rehearsal 7 pm
8 pm 10am 7:30 pm 7:00 pm
Rusty Relics Car :\ p
Picnic Genesis Garden A
12:00 noon 5pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship SCA Knit One Bible Study
9 & 10:30 am Fencing Crochet Too! 11am
7 pm 10am
Genesis Garden
5pm
27 28 29 30
Worship CLCW Knit One Bible Study
9 & 10:30 am Board Crochet Too! 11am —
Meeting 10 am /
Alzheimer’s 11 am /f[\)
Education Event Genesis Garden
12 noon 5pm




