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PASTOR’S NOTE 
 

One of the things I’m working on is getting better at waiting when nothing major is 
going on. It’s the kind of waiting I do when I arrive a few minutes early to pick up my 
kids from school or standing in line at the grocery store. There are times when we 
have to wait on something major—like medical results or updates about a loved one 
who isn’t feeling well. But there are times when our waits are small, and I’d like to 
stop spending that time staring at my phone. Instead of getting impatient while   
waiting for my food at a restaurant or losing myself in social media while waiting for    
soccer practice to finish, I’d rather learn how to wait in a different way. This new kind 
of waiting could be simply sitting with my thoughts, looking out the window, enjoying 
the silence, or letting myself get lost in noise that surrounds me. I might learn how to 
grow more comfortable doing nothing and embrace the joy that can come with being 
bored. I don’t want to turn this waiting into a time when I need to be productive    
because it’s okay to rest. I would like to be more intentional about how I wait.  
 Earlier this year, the Rev. Hollie M. Holt-Woehl wrote about waiting. She found 
herself waiting for 30 minutes in the drive-thru lane at her local pharmacy to pick up 
a medication. She had all this time to “to think, to emote, and to reflect.” She had the 
opportunity to get impatient or angry about something she had no control over.      
Instead, she decided to make the time to pray. Prayer, unlike other things in our life, 
doesn’t need to be—or feel—productive. Prayer doesn’t always calm us or make God 
do what we want. Prayer is when we sit with God. And when we pray while we wait, 

we intentionally choose to be with the God who is always waiting with 
us. Rev. Holt-Woehl came up with the following prayer template that 
you can use:   
While you wait, pray for the workers at the place where you wait 
and people waiting in line with you:  “Only you, O God, know what 
is going on in their life; make whole what is broken, give strength 
for whatever they face this day . . .” 
 And then pray some more—for family and friends, lifting 
them up one by one to Jesus. If still waiting, pray for medical      

personal and support staff, public servants, for people who are sick, alone, facing 
food/housing insecurity, or anyone who comes to mind.  And when your time of 
waiting has come to end, say “Amen, may it be so,” leaving everything in God’s 
hands. May you feel the presence of the God who cares for you, strengthens 
you, and watches over you while you wait.                           
        Blessed to be the church with you, Pastor Marc 



 
 

YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 

The Care Committee’s mission is to care for Christ Lutheran Church and the       
surrounding community. After a summer off from our regular meetings, we’ll meet 
again on Wednesday, September 14th at 10:00 am. We usually meet on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month but moved this meeting due to the Senior Picnic at Van San 
County Park (information later in this issue). The Care Committee is involved in our 
prayer chain, visiting members, keeping in contact with people in the midst of a 
crisis, providing meals, our prison ministry and spreading love throughout.           
Interested in learning more? Contact Mary Zeigler or the church office. 
 
A Financial Update: At the end of July, your gifts to your faith community were 7.4% 
higher than last year at this time. Total Income was $132,071, and expenses were 
$150,107. Our loss through July was $18,036, which is $13,500 lower than our   
budgeted loss for this time of year. We are currently not accessing any of the   money 
out of invested funds (which we call Restricted) to fund our operations. Since April, 
income for each month was higher than expenses. This strength in giving has come 
from you and is how we, as a faith community, continue to spread the good news of 
Jesus in Woodcliff Lake. Your faithfulness continues to be inspiring! 
 
Knit One Crochet Too: This group is looking for ‘Wannabees’. Do you wannabe 
knitting or crocheting? Join us at CLC at 10:00 am on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month. Supplies and Instructions are available. Work on something for one of the 
church projects or make something for yourself. All skill levels are welcome!   
Want to try something different, we have looms. Socialization is the name of the 
game.   Come, have fun! See you on September 27th at 10:00 am. 
 
Property Committee Update on Security System: The system is almost fully        
installed. Final steps include installing the intercom and finalizing all the door    
sensors. We currently have remote access to the electronic locks and working      
security cameras and the ability to review footage as needed. Members of the 
Church Council and Property Committee are being trained on this system. If you 
have any questions about the system and about how to access the building, please 
speak to Pastor Marc or anyone on the Property Committee. 

 

 



WORSHIP AND MORE! 
 

 

Join Altar Guild: Worship Committee is looking for a few new volunteers to help  
prepare the sanctuary for worship each Sunday. The team prepares the altar space 
for communion and puts everything away after worship. Some Guild members pre-
pare for worship on the preceding Friday or Saturday while others come in early on 
Sunday.     Being on Altar Guild is a great way to be a “behind” the scenes volunteer 
who makes a tangible difference each week. A family can work together to prepare 
the altar or a high schooler looking for service hours. Members are assigned Sundays 
that work with your schedule.  You will be trained/supported by the team. Below is a 
list of weekly duties:  

 • Paraments are changed depending on the season. A special member of the  
Altar Guild currently takes care of them. Pastor will make sure they are the 
correct color every week.  

 • Dust altar and lectern. 
 • Refill the altar candles with oil when necessary.  
 • The Pascal candle is used during the Easter season, at baptisms, and funerals. 
 • For communion, prepare the altar by removing the plastic covering and mak-

ing sure the correct linens are in place.  
 • We use a silver and brass set of communion ware that rotates on a monthly 

basis. Fill one or two communion trays with disposable cups. Using a special 
tool, fill each cup with either wine or white grape juice. Place trays on altar 
and cover with the lid.  

 • Fill the glass flagon with a little wine (this will be used by the pastor). 
 • Place basket with flat bread and gluten free wafers on the altar.  
 • Place chalice on the altar.  
 • Cover with veil.  
 • During the two-worship season, altar guild can pre-fill multiple trays that will 

be swapped out between worships. If you need someone else to do that, we 
can arrange it.  

 • After worship, clean everything up and secure in the altar guild closet.  
 • Dirty linens should be washed. They can be placed in a  washing machine and 

dried in a dryer.  
 • If the supply of wine, wafers, disposable cups or oil is low, please notify the 

church office.  
 • If this is something you would like to volunteer for, please contact the church  

office or Dot Dohrmann. 



 
Two Sunday Worship Services Return on September 18th:  Through September 11th, 
we will have one worship on Sundays at 10:00 am. Starting on September 18th,        
we will return to our two-worship schedule. At 9:00 am, worship is approximately   
40 minutes long and uses contemporary guitar-led Christian music to share the    
gospel. David Scance leads the music. At 10:30 am, worship is led by the organ and 
supported by our Chancel Choir. Argine Safari leads the music for this worship.     
Both worships will be streamed online and over the phone. You can access worship 
from home, work, or anywhere by doing the following:  
 

Participate Online via Facebook (www.facebook.com/clc4u/live),  
YouTube (www.youtube.com/channel/UCaoB8mout3qnMGLGzaOmXng), and our 
website (www.clc4u.com).  
 

Listen in via Conference Call by dialing 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship, enter     
the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:00 am worship, enter meeting id: 
827 672 730 and then #. For both worships, hit # to ignore participant id and enter 
password 195901.  
 
You can also request a copy of the bulletin and sermon mailed to your home!              
Five households worship this way every week. Call the church office, and we will be 
happy to put you on our regular weekly mailing list. 
 
Blessing of Backpacks on September 11th at 10:00 am: We’re excited to see how you 
will learn and grow during this upcoming year. Since so many of us are going back to 
school on different days, we’ll bless backpacks once we’re all back at school. Special 
note-tags will be available for you to attach to your bags to remind how Jesus’ love 
follows you wherever you go. Feel free to bring your bags to worship or simply show 
up. If you can’t make it, contact the church office and we’ll send you a tag. 
 
Baptism on September 18th: We will be welcoming a beloved child into the body of 
Christ on September 18th during the 10:30 am worship.  
 

A Note from the Chancel (Adult) Choir If you are interested in learning more 
about the choir, reach out to Argine Safari at arginesafari@gmail.com. The choir 
will be reassembling this September.  
 

We Need You! If you are available to be an usher or service coordinator during our 
fall schedule, let Doris Crouse in the church office know. 



KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE! 
 

Bible Study in the Fall: After our last successful Bible Study on John, we heard        
a request to take a look at women in the Bible. If you would like to learn more      
or participate, please contact Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com).                 
More information will be available soon. 
 

First Communion Coming Soon:  It’s amazing how many different gifts we receive at 
church. Our faith is a gift; this community is a gift; and we know that Jesus feeds us each 
time we gather around his table. This fall 8 kids will celebrate their First Communion. 
They have spent time digging into the mystery of Jesus’ gift for them; we’re going to 
celebrate their willingness to spend time with God. Dates are still being worked out 
based on scheduling but if your kid would like to join in, please speak to Pastor Marc. 
 

Sunday School Returns in October: We’re excited to for a new year! Kristine       
Ariatabar and Jennifer Ritter will be teaching younger elementary kids, and Pastor 
Marc will be teaching the older kids. We’ll meet at 9:40 am approximately twice a 
month. We’re still working on plans but will be reaching out to all our Sunday 
School families soon. If you would like to help or want your kids to participate, 
please contact Pastor Marc or the church office. 
 

Confirmation is a two year program for 7th graders (and up) to explore the Bible, 
Lutheranism, and how our faith plays out in our daily lives. Contact Pastor Marc at 
pastormarc@clc4u.com for more information. 
 

Back to School Time! Please Help Children Get a Great Start 
with School Supplies: Christ Lutheran Church Women are 
continuing our faithful tradition of partnering with Church 
World Service in order to give school kits to children in im-
poverished schools, refugee camps or other difficult settings. 
These school kits are very important as they help provide 
some of the basic tools for learning. We are seeking the spe-
cific supplies listed below from our congregation and local 
community. Please spread the word for donations so that we can complete these 
school kits and help transform communities around the world. 
 Supplies still needed: 
Crayons -24 count;  12” rulers; blunt tip scissors; 70 page notebooks - 8 x 10”, 1/2 ” 
ruled, spiral or tape bound; hand-held pencil sharpeners 
 Donations can be placed in the Narthex in the basket labeled “School Kits.” 
Thank you for your generosity for this project and sharing your blessings with others! 



 
 

GROWING IN GENEROSITY 
 
 

Genesis Garden is Growing! You are making a difference feeding 
our neighbors in need. As of September 6th, our garden produced 
over 568 lbs. of produce. After recently dropping off 230 pounds 
of produce at the Tri-Boro Food Pantry, it was immediately given 
out to the 130+ families they support. We will continue to meet 
on Wednesday nights at 5:30 pm until the first frost. Make sure 
to sign-up for our Genesis Garden email list by contacting Tom 
Kearns (tkearnsnj@gmail.com) or the church office. 
 
The Special Gifts Disbursement Committee Needs Your Help! We have received 
our special distribution of $100,000 from the Dominick and Anna Ricci Foundation 
since its balance at the end of 2021 was above $4 million. Now is the time to figure 
out how to spend it! The Committee asks for your ideas as it seeks to honor the 
memory of Anna and Dominic Ricci while also furthering the kingdom of God.    
Applications are available on our website (clc4u.com) or picked up in the “special 
gifts” mailbox by the church office. Your recommendation can be for any one of 
the categories listed below:  
 

 1. Outreach Ministry or Benevolences to the local community or worldwide          
(Examples include hygiene kits, school kits, disaster relief, hunger support, and 
supporting non-profits.) 

 
 2. Special Congregational Ministries (Examples include special worship music,  
worship equipment and new ministry projects at church.) 

 
 3. Capital Improvement or Asset Replacement (Examples include roofs, parking lot, 
and physical equipment at the church.) 

 

The Committee will review all applications and present the recommendations to 
Council. The Council’s approved recommendations will be presented to the       
Congregation for a vote at the Annual Meeting.  

Bill Hoenigmann  
The Special Gifts Disbursement Committee 

 

mailto:tkearnsnj@gmail.com


 

Backpacks Project: Through the kindness of our volunteers,      
Diane Lintner, Doris Crouse, and many shoppers, CLC sent   20 
backpacks full of school supplies to Lutheran Social Ministries 
of NJ. Through the generosity of the Ricci Fund we are able to 
support NJ children in low income housing so they can get a 
jump start on learning and succeeding in school. Many families 
cannot afford the added expense of school supplies. Along 
with other NJ churches, these backpacks are distributed to the 
children at Lutheran Home for Children, Project Home and 
LSMNJ family housing sites. 
 

Thank You! Over the last month, we’ve received thank you notes from Meals on 
Wheels of North Jersey, Camp Koinonia, Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ, and the 
NJ Synod. 10% of your regular financial gifts leave the church to support our  
community partners. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
9/11 Memorial Service: Pastor Marc will be leading the invocation and benediction 
at Veteran’s Memorial Park in Park Ridge at 7:30 pm. This candlelight vigil is hosted 
by American Legion Post 153. Local civic leaders including Mayor Misciagna and State 
Senator Schepisi are scheduled to speak. This event is open to the public and is        
located across from the train station in Park Ridge. 
 

Five Wishes: The start of the school year is a good time to check off a few items you’ve 
been meaning to do. One thing you might have been wondering about is how to pre-plan 
for the unexpected. You can make a plan today that addresses how you would like to be 
treated if you were seriously ill. The Five Wishes is a series of work sheets that you can fill 
out that lets you talk with your family, friends, and doctor on how you would like to be 
treated if you became ill. Family members will not have to guess what you want. Pastor 
Marc has a few of these packets available; please contact him if you would like one.  
 

Affordable Housing Opportunity in Hillsdale: Habitat for Humanity in Bergen County is 
currently accepting pre-applications for 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath units currently being built 
in Hillsdale. Download the forms and learn more by visiting habitatbergen.org. 
 
 

Rev. Mark Suriano’s Trip to the 7 Churches of Revelation: Join Rev. Soriano of First 
Congregational UCC in Park Ridge as he leads a trip to the 7 churches named in     
Revelation. Stops include cultural sites in both Greece and Turkey. The group size is 
20-24 people and runs from April 25-May 5, 2023. Learn more (including          
deadlines, costs, and itinerary) at www.educationaltravel.com/Suriano-2973. 

http://habitatbergen.org/
http://www.educationaltravel.com/Suriano-2973


 
 

2022 ELCA Church wide Assembly in Review: In early August, the every-three-year 
church wide assembly met in Columbus, Ohio for worship, learning, and to make 
decisions for our denomination. Over 1000 delegates from all 65 synods were in 
attendance. Below is a short list of some of what happened at the assembly.   
 In April 1987, the ELCA constitution was adopted in Columbus. The ELCA was 
formed from a merger of three Lutheran churches (ALC, AELC, and LCA). Our dom-
ination’s 35th birthday was observed.  
 Imran Siddiqui of Atlanta was elected to a six-year term as vice president of 
the ELCA, the highest position a lay person can hold.  
 The Assembly voted to study church structure and make recommendations 
to the 2025 Church wide Assembly for amendments and changes to the ELCA   
constitution and more. Based on recommendations by the commission, the 2025 
assembly will make a decision about organizing a reconstituting convention.  
 The assembly called on the church council to consider commissioning a study 
of pay gaps among ELCA rostered ministers and to update compensation-related 
questions in the Rostered Minister Profile to further salary equity in the ELCA. 
 The assembly affirmed a commitment to limit the use of NDAs and directed the 
church council to examine/change policies, procedures, and constitutional provisions 
related to specialized ministry calls (ordained ministers who do not serve in a             
congregational setting) and the use of on leave from call status for ordained leaders. 
 Committed the church wide component of our denomination to a 50%            
reduction in 2005 U.S. levels of greenhouse pollution by 2030 and achieving      
net-zero emissions by 2050.  
 Encouraged support and prayer for people affected by the overturning of Roe v. 
Wade and called for conversation on the church’s teaching on abortion and related topics. 
 Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton offered a public apology to Iglesia Luterana 
Santa María Peregrina after an ongoing incident between that faith community, its 
pastor, and the former bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod. 
Adopted a resolution calling for the ELCA to engage in deeper collaboration with  
 Indigenous partners, to incorporate land acknowledgments as part of public 
gatherings, to explore the creation of restorative justice programs, to study funding 
needs and sources for Indigenous ministries, and heard the first in-person           
pronouncement of "A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to 
American Indian and Alaska Native People,” and an update on the work of the      
Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery Task Force. 



 



 
FP 

 

 

 

2022  2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 
 

 

1 2 3 

4  
Streaming and 

Sanctuary Worship 
with Holy  

Communion 
10:00 am 

5 

LABOR 
DAY 

Holiday 
Weekend 

(Church Of-
fice closed) 

6 
 
 

 

7 

 

Genesis Garden Night 
5:30 pm 

8 9 
 

10 

11 
Streaming and 

Sanctuary Worship 
with Holy  

Communion  
Blessing of  
Backpacks 
10:00 am 

9/11  
Memorial  

Service 
7:30 pm  

(see article this 
issue) 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
Committee 

Meeting 
8:00 pm 

13 
 

 

 

14 
 
 

Care Committee 
meets 

10:00 am 
 

Genesis Garden Night 
5:30 pm 

 

 

15 
 

Worship  
Committee  

Meeting 
10:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Meeting 
8:00 pm 

16 17 
 

18 
Streaming and 

Sanctuary Worship 
with Holy  

Communion 
9:00 am 

Contemporary  
10:30 am  

Holy Baptism 

19 
 
 
    

20 
 

21 
 
 

 
Genesis Garden Night 

5:30 pm 
 

 

22 23 
 

24 

 

25 
Streaming and 

Sanctuary Worship 
with Holy  

Communion 
9:00 am 

Contemporary  
10:30 am 

1st Communion 

26 
 

27 
 
 

Knit One     
  Crochet Two 

10:00 am 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis Garden Night 
5:30 pm 

 

 

29 
 
  
 
 

 

30  
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