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PASTOR’S NOTE
What does it mean to be wise?

September is here and we’re entering a new season of learning and growing. Kids
will continue to discover how complicated and amazing God’s creation is in
classrooms they haven’t been to before. Our relationships with family and friends
will evolve as new experiences, challenges, and joys show up in our lives.
September is when we as a faith community return to two worships on Sunday
(starting September 7), sing in the choir, participate in a variety of committees, and
kick off new events such as our Alzheimer’s education event on September 25. This
month is also about learning from each other in our Bible studies, confirmation
classes, Knit 1 Crochet Too, and Genesis Garden as we love God and our neighbors
as ourselves. We will be generating a lot of wisdom in the months ahead so |
wonder if we should wrap up summer and move into fall reflecting on God’s
wisdom too.

So starting on September 7, we’ll explore in worship the books of Proverbs, Job,
and Ecclesiastes. These wisdom books have a way of speaking into different
moments of our lives. If we imagine life as a journey down a river, we need guides
to manage what’s expected and help when we’re caught up in a flood or a drought.
The wisdom we are given and that we create on this journey is a gift not only for
ourselves but also for those who come after us. Each one of you have wisdom to
share and these three holy books help to bring our collective wisdom out into the
open.

During worship, you’ll be invited to ponder how God’s wisdom has shaped your
life. We’ll reflect on the lives we’ve lived and how God affirmed or transformed
what we assumed to be true. You might even be asked to share a bit of your own
wisdom with a neighbor and then let their wisdom change your life. And when we
get to the end of this season together, we’ll use our artistic challenges to showcase
how wise we are as well as how much we still have to learn. Life is a journey down
a river full of unexpected turns, rapids, gentle pools, and moments when we’re
walking on dry land. Yet through it all, the One who was wise enough to create you
is right there with you. Let’s discover, together, how wise we are and how God’s
holy wisdom will make us wiser still.



LOOKING BACK...

We are taking a stroll down memory lane, looking through older messengers for
incredible moments in our history here.

For a while there was a RECIPE OF THE MONTH section and | (Evie) thought this
onion recipe was a great one to include in September, with the start of school and
colds jumping around, onions are a great medicine.

Onion Cheese Supper Bread
(Great with Steak and Salad!)

% cup Chopped Onion 1 Egg, beaten

% cup milk 1 % cups Biscuit Mix (recipe below) or Bisquick
2 tablespoons Chopped Parsley

2 tablespoons Melted Butter

1 cup Shredded Cheese, Cheddar or American

Saute onion in hot fat until tender but not brown. Combine egg and milk, add to
biscuit mix; stir only until blended. Add onion, half the cheese, and parsley. Spread
the dough in greased 8” or 9” cake pan. Sprinkle with the remaining cheese. Drizzle
melted butter over the top. Bake at 400° for 20 minutes.

Homemade Biscuit Mix
(About % the price of Bisquick)

8 cups Flour 4 teaspoons Salt
8 teaspoons Baking Powder 1 % cups Shortening

Sift flour. Measure. Sift again with baking powder and salt. Cut in shortening until
mixture has a fine even crumb. Keep in closed container in refrigerator. Will keep
for up to 2 months, yielding 5 batches using 2 cups of mixture to batch. Use for
biscuits, muffins, dumplings, waffles, coffee cake, etc.



ALZIHMER’S EDUCATION EVENT

Alzheimer's disease affects over 185,000 people in New Jersey. With over 279,000
unpaid caregivers providing care for those living with the disease, this represents a
true public health crisis. Education and awareness can make a big difference in
early diagnosis, access to effective treatment, and the ability to plan well for the
future. Join us on September 25 at 5:30pm for a special program from the
Alzheimer's Association here at Christ Lutheran Church and featuring community
educator Terry Ciulla. The program will cover an overview of Alzheimer's disease
and dementia, including warning signs, treatments, and a rundown of local
resources available through the Association and otherwise. Light food and
refreshments will be served. Let Pastor Marc know if you will be there and invite
your friends to attend!

GROWING IN GENEROSITY

Feeding Your Neighbors One Tomato at a Time: It’s been a
big year for zucchini at our Genesis Garden. Through
August 27th, over 800 Ibs of fresh produce has been
delivered to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry. With the recent rise
in food prices, the food we grow allows the pantry to focus
on buying milk, eggs, cereals, feminine hygiene products,
and more. We gather on Wednesday afternoons at 4:30
pm to pick, tend, and weed our Garden. This incredibly
rewarding work is something kids of all ages can do. Join
our garden specific email list by sending an email to
office@clc4u.com. Come on out and see just how big our
vegetables grow! For reference on how big the zucchini
grew, Oliver is now over 5’8"

LSMNJ Backpacks Project: In early August, we sent 20
backpacks full of school supplies to our friends at Lutheran £\
Social Ministries in New Jersey. Through the kindness of -g
volunteers led by Diane Lintner, these backpacks will go to
children living in low income housing in NJ. This project was
fully supported by you through our Special Gifts fund.
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CLC-WOMEN: THANK YouU!

CLCW is Thankful for the way our congregation
blessed our community near and far! X
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® The overwhelming generosity of our
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e Aidan and Brian Conboy added to the funds raised from Trash and Treasure

this year by volunteering to sell some of our higher end items and clothing
racks on Facebook Marketplace which helped raise over $2000!

congregation has enabled us to collect
enough back-to-school supplies to assemble
90 school kits to help children across the
world!

® Trash and Treasure proceeds raised through the dedication of all who work,
shop or spread the word about our sale enable us to help our neighbors
throughout the world. We have already been able to provide the following
much-needed benevolences, with more to come by year’s end:

o Triboro Food Pantry - S700

Center for Food Action - $500

Family Promise of Bergen County- Camp Lots of Fun- $300

Meals on Wheels - $500

Lutheran World Relief - $700

Koinonia - contributing towards purchase of generators for 2 buildings -

$1000

ELCA Disaster Response - $750

ELCA World Hunger Appeal - $500

o ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission - $200
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Many thanks to all for your continued support of the ministries Christ Lutheran
Women are raising up!

Please join us at our next Board meeting on September 22th at 10:30 am.



YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES

An Update from the Finance Committee: At the start of August, our total income
so far this year was $140,073 while our expenses were $139,701. Financial gifts
compared to last year are down $5,382 while income through other sources is
up by $2,000 dollars. We are not using any of our temporarily restricted funds
to fund our operating costs. As we move out of the summer months, remember
you can donate online by visiting www.clc4u.com/give.

Ricci Foundation: In the middle of June, we receive from the Ricci Foundation
financial documents related to the 2024 distribution. The beneficiaries were
asked to sign off on them. Only one beneficiary has yet to return that paper
work. We’re blessed in the ways Anna and Dominic Ricci made taking care of
their faith community a part of their legacy. And if you have an idea on how we
can spend this gift, see the Special Gifts announcement below.

The Care Committee’s mission is to care for Christ Lutheran Church and the
surrounding community. The Committee will meet in the Sonshine/Library
room on Wednesday, September 10th, at 10:00 am. The Care Committee
manages our prayer chain, meal train, prison ministry, Advent and Lenten
appeals, and more.

Knit One Crochet Too: We meet weekly on Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the
Sonshine/library room to knit, craft, and chat. All skill levels welcome! Just stop
by until 3:30 pm to talk shop and form deeper friendships. Our group has
grown over the summer and we had 17 people attending at our last meeting.
Please speak to Debbie Louis or Diane Lintner for more information.

Online Calendar on our Website: The online calendar is our master calendar at the
church! Check it out and contact the office (clcAu@verizon.net) to get your event
on the calendar.

Sign-Up for our Weekly E-Newsletter: Every Thursday morning, we sent out a
newsletter detailing upcoming events and ways to feed your faith. If you currently
are not receiving it, sign up at www.clc4u.com/newsletter.
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The Special Gifts Disbursement Committee Needs Your Help: It's time to start
thinking about what to do with the money we will soon deposit into our Special Gifts
account. The Committee needs your ideas as we honor the memory of Anna and
Dominic Ricci while living out the kingdom of God. Applications are available on our
website (clc4u.com) or picked up in the “special gifts” mailbox by the church office.
Your recommendation can be for any one of the categories listed below:

e Outreach Ministry or Benevolences to the local community or worldwide (Examples
include hygiene kits, school kits, disaster relief, hunger support, and supporting non-
profits.)

e Special Congregational Ministries (Examples include special worship music, worship
equipment and new ministry projects at church.)

e Capital Improvement or Asset Replacement (Examples include roofs, parking lot,
and physical equipment at the church.)

AN UPDATED PARKING LOT

On August 17, we began repaving our parking lot. This long
planned project is financed through our Special Gifts fund and
managed by our property team. The first phase was completed
by August 24 which involved milling and preparing the lot by
the church offices. A new concrete pad as well as a new drain |
were installed to help keep water from entering the building. ':_;

The second phase will begin September 8th (weather 1 '
permitting). During that week, please park by the church ; ‘

offices. The main lot will be available during Sunday worship.

KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE!

Bible Study: After reading through Matthew, we’re ready to tackle the other
gospels. Mark will be next followed by Luke and John. If you've ever wanted to
know what sypnotic means or which of the Christmas stories has shepherds or why
John has two endings, this group is for you. We typically meet on Wednesdays at
11 am but our schedule does change. Let Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com)
know if you plan to attend so he can keep you in the loop.




Confirmation Class is back! Confirmation is a two year program for 7th graders+ and will
kick off again this September. We have two kids already in the program and there is
room for you. We know how busy the school year can be so our program will combine
meetings on Sunday morning with worship events, online classes, and other gatherings.
Expect to meet 2-3 times a month as well as reading one of the smaller books of the
Bible as well. Contact Pastor Marc if you'd like to join.

WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY

Starting on September 7, we’re back with our two worship service schedule!

At 9:00 am, worship uses rock/pop Christian music led by David Stance. Our 10:30 am
worship includes traditional hymns led by Argine Safari on the organ and supported by
our Chancel Choir.

Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on Sundays via
Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live , YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u
and our website www.clc4u.com

If you would like to listen over the phone, dial 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship,
enter the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:30 am worship, enter meeting
id: 827 672 730 and then #. For both worships, hit # to ignore participant id and enter
password 195901.

Blessing of Backpacks on September 7: We are excited to see how much you’ll learn
and grow this school year! We will bless backpacks during worship on the first Sunday
in September. Special bag-tags will be given out to remind you of Jesus’ love for you.
Feel free to bring your bags to worship or simply show up. If you can’t make it, contact
the church office and we will send you a tag.

A Note from the Chancel (Teen Age/Adult) Choir: If you are interested in learning
more about the choir, reach out to Argine Safari at arginesafari@gmail.com. The
choir will be reassembling for their first rehearsal on September 17th at 4:30 pm.

Do you have an old iPad you are not using? We could use it! The only requirement
is it needs to be able to run iOS 12.0 or higher. All iPad Pros, iPad Air 1 and 2, and
any 5th generation or newer iPad (manufactured 2017 or later) will do. Please let
Pastor Marc know if you have one to donate to CLC.



First Communion: In August, some of our &
younger disciples spent time discovering how \ :
Jesus meets them through the bread and drink "m‘f- -
we share during holy communion. We’re working
with the families to schedule a First Communion |
Sunday in September. If you have a child who is
already asking when they can receive at the
table, they’re old enough for Holy Communion. Reach out to Pastor Marc if you'd
like to have your kid learn more about Communion.

CASTING A VISION FOR THE CHURCH: REV. YEHIEL CURRY,

OUR NEW PRESIDING BISHOP
The following is a selection from an article published July 31, 2025 by the Living

Lutheran. The author is John Potter. The photograph was taken by Janine Truppay.

When Yehiel Curry considers his vision
for the future of the church, he sees an
important distinction. “Part of the work
is naming it,” he said, “but that next
phase is embodying it. When we'’re
talking about casting a vision, | think
people want to be part of a vision
because they want to share in the
process. But they typically will also share in the burdens as well. So part of my vision is
[about] those things we’ve lifted up as a church that we said we need to do, we’re going
to do, and find a way to bring more people to the table so that we might embody that
work instead of it just being a written document.”

Curry, who was elected July 30 to serve a six-year term as ELCA presiding bishop, knows
something about embodying a vision and discerning a call. Before he became a pastor,
then a bishop, then the chair of the Conference of Bishops, and now presiding bishop-
elect, he was a social worker, then a teacher, then in sales. “I went from being a social
worker to a teacher in the same community where | was helping those families, and in
both cases, what | learned is passion is very important. And if you can align a person’s
passion with a need, then it doesn’t feel like work sometimes. “It wasn’t until | was in
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the church that | said, ‘I could do this for the rest of my life.



Curry’s passion for, and awareness of, equipping lay leaders stems from his own ministry
beginnings. He was a Chicago Public Schools teacher when he first visited Shekinah
Chapel, then a synod-authorized worshiping community. “I didn’t even realize it was
Lutheran,” he said. “I was invited by a friend.” What drew him to Shekinah was Safe in
My Brother’s Arms (SIMBA), a mentoring program there sponsored by the ELCA. “I had
these unique students,” he said. “And | was interested in services for them. ... There was
a worship service | stayed for. And | loved it.”

Curry went home and told his wife, LaShonda, about the great experience he had had
there, and they returned together the following weekend. “We came back and joined,”
he said. “And we didn’t understand the organizations of the Lutheran church. We just
saw a home, we saw a community.” Eventually, the community, and the synod staff,
asked Curry to consider being a lay mission developer. He was unsure. “l knew | had this
thing in my heart, but | didn’t have the right vocabulary for it,” he said. “I didn’t know
that | was actively discerning and that | was being called into this ministry.”

After becoming mission developer, Curry enrolled in the Theological Education for
Emerging Ministries (TEEM) program at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago and
received his ordination certification in 2009. In 2012, when Shekinah became an official
ELCA congregation, it called Curry to be its pastor. He served in that role until he was
elected bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod in 2019.

Curry recalled his ministry trajectory, and the initial hesitation he felt in accepting that
first role, when he addressed the 2025 Churchwide Assembly following his election. “I'm
what a return on your investment looks like,” he told the assembly. “Perhaps I'm out
there in one of you. | never saw myself as good enough, so for two years, | said no. |
finally said yes. When | said yes, your support, this church’s support, of that ministry
meant everything. So if you want to know what your benevolence dollars look like, it
looks like me. And | want to say thank you. Thank you for your investment.”

COMMUNITY EVENTS & NEWS

Bergen’s County Annual Senior Festival: On September 18 from 10 am - 2 pm in
Van Saun County Park in Paramus, a fun event for folks 60 years and older will take
place. The day will include lunch, music and entertainment, craft fair, resource
tables, and much more. Registration is required so please visit https://
forms.office.com/g/xbwhU7XCzE.
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Bishop Installation: On Saturday August 23rd, we formally
installed the Rev. Dr. Christa Compton as bishop of the
New Jersey Synod. Her term of office begins on September
1st. Bishop Christa served as pastor for Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church in Chatham for 12 years. Prior to working in the® ¢
church, she was an educator, teacher, and helped train -
High School teachers. Bishop Christa has been active in a |
variety of ministries, serving as the chair of the Candidacy ‘,
Committee (the group that manages the process of

ordaining new pastors and deacons), organizing S5

educational opportunities for clergy in the first three years of ministry, and more.
At the installation service, clergy and bishops from throughout the area and across
various denominations attended. A choir made up of over 60 people from
throughout New Jersey sang together. We'll be holding Bishop Christa (who is in
the center of the photo with former bishop Rev. Roy Riley and Bishop Rev. Tracie
Bartholomew flanking her) during this transition.

2025 Walk to End Alzheimer’s Bergen-Passaic: Are you interested in participating
in the Bergen-Passaic Walk on Sunday, September 14th? Terry Ciulla is the co-chair
of the event. There will be a kids corner with games (face painting, tattoos, a
Disney Characters Balloonist), the walk is dog friendly, and there will be food from
Wegman’s grub hub. If interested in walking, donating, or volunteering, visit Terry’s
Outreach Team at https://share.google/XR2ABSIlipDCfLurkB.
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2025

September

2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
31 1 2 3 4 5 6
Summer Worship Knit One, Crochet Worship
10:00 am Too! Committee
10:00 am 10:00 am
!AB@R Bible Study
= DAYE 11:00 am
g \
Genesis Garden
4:30 pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Worship Paving of Knit One, Crochet | Care Committee
9 & 10:00 am Main Lot Too! 10:00 am
Begins 10:00 am
Genesis Garden
Car Club Picnic 4:30 pm
12:00 pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Worship SCA Fencing | Knit One, Crochet Bible Study Church Girl
9 & 10:00 am Society Too! 11:00 am Council Scouts
7:00 pm 10:00 am 7:30 pm 3:00 pm
Holy Cross Sunday Choir Rehearsal
Finance & Genesis
Committee Garden
8:00 pm 4:30 pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Worship CLC-W Board | Knit One, Crochet Bible Study Alzheimers Meals on
9 & 10:00 am Meeting Too! 11:00 am Education Wheels
10:30 am 10:00 am Event Event
Choir Rehearsal 5:30 pm 10 am
& Genesis
Garden
4:30 pm
28 29 30
Worship SCA Fencing | Knit One, Crochet
9 & 10:00 am Society Too!
7:00 pm 10:00 am




