OCTOBER 4™ 2026 - 10:30 AM
19™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
WoODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY



A SPECIAL WELCOME AS WE CELEBRATE THE 19™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

[All text in italics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.]

*k k ok ok ok k

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image
of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness
of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread
so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

WORSHIP IS LIVESTREAMED ON FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE with cameras showing everything
along the altar space (including the rail) as well as the front pews.

BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER: We invite you to try one of our listening devices for those
who need hearing assistance. Please speak to a worship leader if you need one.

YELLOW PRAYER CARDS: You may write names for prayer on a yellow card from the pew
rack in and place on the altar rail. Please be sure this prayer request is approved by
the person for whom we are praying.

COLORING AND ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS: We know it's not easy sitting during worship.
Behind the back pew are two baskets full of red and blue activity bags. Inside are
coloring sheets, books, puzzles, and more. Feel free to grab one and then return
once our worship is over.

NURSERY AND PLAYROOM: There is a self-serve Nursery for young children accompanied
by their parents. The Nursery contains a bathroom with a changing table. These rooms
are located along the hallway through the side door of the sanctuary.

NEED AN OFFERING ENVELOPE? We have envelopes in the pews for you. Eibasmcey
Please include your contact information or envelope number. gy

www.clcdu.com/give, scan the QR cord, or mail to the church.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Stay up to date with everything happening at CLC and in our local
community by signing up to our weekly newsletter at www.clc4u.com/Newsletter.
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PRELUDE, WELCOME, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
[Please stand as you are comfortable.]

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4+ one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

[Silence is kept for reflection.]

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

[Please remain standing as you are comfortable.]
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GATHERING SONG — “When | survey the wondrous cross” [ELW 803]
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SOr - TOwW meet, or thorns com - pose  so rich a crown”?
SO di - vine, de - mands my soul, my life, my all.

[Text & Music: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One license #A-715430.]

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of
your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help
us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

[The congregation may sit.]

CHILDREN’S SERMON
[Kids are invited to come sit with Pastor Marc on the steps of the altar.]
Page 4




FIRST READING FROM THE BIBLE: PSALM 80:7-15
[Read responsively.]

7 Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
8You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
?You cleared the ground for it;
it took root and filled the land.
10The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
11'You stretched out its tendrils to the sea
and its branches to the river.
12\Why have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
4Turn now, O God of hosts,
look down from heaven;
15 pehold and tend this vine;
preserve what your right hand has planted.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING FROM THE BIBLE: PHILIPPIANS 3:4B-14
[Paul writes:] *° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more:
> circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; © as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ.
8 More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and
| regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ? and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 1°| want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
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becoming like him in his death, 1 if somehow | may attain the resurrection from
the dead.

12 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but |
press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and
sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold of it, but one thing | have laid hold of:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14| press on
toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[Please stand as you are comfortable.]

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 21:33-46
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then
he leased it to tenants and went away. 3* When the harvest time had come, he sent
his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 3> But the tenants seized his slaves
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 3¢ Again he sent other slaves, more
than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 3 Then he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 3 But when the tenants saw the son, they
said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’
39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 4° Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 4 They said to him,
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
4 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given
to a people that produces its fruits. ** The one who falls on this stone will be broken
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to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

4> When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that
he was speaking about them. %6 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

[You may be seated.]

THE SERMON — “A Hard Story.” Rev. Marc A. Stutzel

MusICAL OFFERING — “God of Hope, God of Mercy” by Joel Raney & Harry E Fosdick.
[Chancel Choir. Directed by Argine Safari, Piano.]

[Please stand as you are comfortable.]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our faith in the words of The Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

[The congregation may sit.]
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

[A brief silence.]

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and
transform your holy church. Inspire our bishops Yehiel and Christa, the ELCA
churchwide council, the NJ Synod council, and all of us to follow their example in our
own day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it.
We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation especially
Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world's conflict zones and shelter
those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people
and refugees. Grant Donald, the President, Mikie, NJ's governor, Joshua,
Christopher, Julie, Jennifer, Nicole, Benjamin, our Woodcliff Lake Council Persons,
and all who lead in the towns we call home the grace to see you in all our neighbors.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to
all who are sick or suffering especially...

Jason, Harry, David & Doris Crouse,
Faye Rekosik, Luanne McHale, Nancy Kerber,
Pat, Kevin, Feliks and Susanna,
Richard, Janice, Keith, Marie, Billy Allison, Tina,
Carole Dengel, Karen Bentsen,
Baby B, Caroline & the family and friends of Jan O'Leary.
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Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of every soul, you care for everything that makes us who we are. Thank you for
those who embody your love by caring for others. Make your presence known in the
work of our Care Committee and Knit 1, Crochet Too. Give them the skills, words,
and faith to provide hope to those in need. And when things feel too much, replenish
their bodies and their hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every spirit, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the
saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those
in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together. God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities,

and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always. Amen.




PEACE
| invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in your sacred
space. Let us send a blessing to one another via the peace sign, wishing
that the peace of Christ may be with them.

Let us now think about all who are worshiping in the sanctuary, online, or at a
different time than right now. In our hearts, let’s send to your entire faith community a
blessing and wish that the peace of Christ may be with them.

Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, friends, neighbors, and
the entire world. With God’s help, our hearts are big enough to extend peace that far.
Let us embody the peace of Christ after we leave worship today.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

[This is the Lord’s Table. You are welcome and invited to it. The Communion Assistant can
come to the altar to help serve. Please stand as you are comfortable.]

THE DIALOGUE
[Sung responsively.]
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THE PREFACE
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HoLy, HoLy, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance

of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and connecting across space and time
itself — let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus, you
are welcomed and loved.

[The congregation may sit.]

HoLy COMMUNION
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink.
When space is available at the rail, please come forward to kneel or stand.
Please space yourselves generously along the rail.
Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),
followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups.
Children and all who have not received First Communion can request a blessing.
For those joining at home or in your seats, we invite you to commune yourself
when Pastor Marc is served at the end.]

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

[The following song is sung by the congregation during the distribution of Holy Communion.]
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COMMUNION SONG - “Jesus loves me!” [ELW 595]

) 4
- — - E—

e . ——p . o g

] ’ —
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2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to 0 - pen wide;
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yes, Je - sus  loves me, the Bi - ble tells me 80.

[Text & Music: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One license #A-715430.]

[Please stand as you are able once communion is complete.]

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together. Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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SENDING SONG — “Be Thou My Vision” [ELW 793]
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I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, mnow and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first In  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’t of my pOw’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

[Text & Music: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Onelicense #A-715430.]

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever. Amen.
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Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A SPECIAL HELLO TO EVERYONE ATTENDING CLC TODAY FOR THE FIRST TIME. We are blessed by your
presence and pray you will be blessed in this space. If you wish, fill out the orange card ("We're
glad you're here!) in the back of the pew in front of you. And if you need to talk to Pastor Marc,
please reach out!

AED: If a medical emergency occurs and an AED is needed, one is located on top of the
church mailboxes next to the church office and choir room.

ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS: read these appointed selections in
preparation for 20t Sunday after Pentecost, October 11%": [saiah 25:1-9, Psalm 23,
Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Today’s flowers are given by Care Committee in honor of all current
and former members. If you would like to sponsor flowers for future weeks (S60 per
Sun. through our florist or you can bring two bouquets of your own) in honor or
memory of loved ones, sign your name on the flower chart in the narthex.

GENESIS GARDEN - CAN YOU HELP? Bees are buzzing which means it’s time to prepare and
plant our Genesis Garden. Every year, we turn a corner of our property into a garden
to grow more than 1200 lbs of fresh produce for the Tri-Boro Food Pantry. This is a
great activity for kids, families, and adults even if you don’t have a green thumb.Our
work nights are every Wednesday at 5 pm. Contact that church office to get on the
email list for our garden volunteers.

CARE SUNDAY: Our annual Care Sunday will take place today! We invite you to bring
loaves of slice bread to be donated to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry. Care Committee
will sponsor coffee hours after each worship and items for sale by Knit 1, Crochet
Too will be available as well.
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CARE COMMITTEE BLANKET DRIVE: When a crisis comes, an intentional loving response
can make all the difference. Church World Service runs a variety of programs
reaching out to the most vulnerable all around the world. Their CWS Blanket
program (cwsblankets.org) was created to let people going through natural and
human made disasters they are not alone. For $10, you can provide a seasonal
blanket for someone who needs to leave their home due to a human or natural
disaster. A collection plate is in the Narthex.

FINANCES, MEDICARE, AND THE LAW - an Educational Event: On Thursday, October 29th
at 7 pm, Terry Ciulla will facilitate a conversation around medicare, finances, and
the law when it comes to Alzheimer's and Dementia. Mark V. Durkin, a Financial
Advisor with Edward Jones will bring a medicare expert from his team to share
what you need to know for your loved ones. Joseph A. D'Urso, a lawyer
specializing in estates and legacies, will answer your legal questions. A big chunk of
this session will be devoted to Q&A. Please RSVP by contacting the church office.

SPECIAL GIFTS COMMITTEE: We need your ideas on how to honor the memory of Anna
and Dominic Ricci while living out the kingdom of God. Pick up a "special gifts"
application in the mailboxes by the church office to let us know what projects we
can support with our Special Gifts fund.

CLC WOMEN - DECORATING CUPCAKES: Do you wish you could decorate cupcakes like
the ones you find in specialty bake shops? Well, you are in luck, because Jane
Conboy, one of our congregation members, has offered to share her expert
decorating skills with us! You can either participate in the decorating or watch it
happen. This event will take place on Sunday November 15th at 2 pm here at
church. Anyone 14 yrs of age or older can participate (younger kids can accompany
an adult participant). Cost is S15 for a cupcake kit (all supplies provided to
decorate 4 cupcakes). We have a hard limit of 15 people who can decorate (but no
charge and no limit for the number of people who would like to observe). RSVP
and pay by November 1. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex or you can call/email the
church office (make sure to speak to Evie and not simply leave a voicemail).
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ASSISTING MINISTERS TODAY:

10:30 am

Musician — Argine Safari
Lector — Alice Namendorf
Communion — Kim Kearns
Altar Guild — Meredith Drobinske & Karen Pasch

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, October 4t
Worship at 9:00 am & 10:30 am

Monday, October 5t"
SCA Fencing Club, 7:00 pm

Tuesday, October 6t
Knit One, Crochet Too, 10:00 am

Wednesday, October 7t
Chancel Choir, 4:45 pm
Genesis Garden, 5:00 pm

Sunday, October 11t
Worship at 9:00 am & 10:30 am

CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel

Parish Admin: Evie Salerno

Director of Music: Argine Safari
Contemporary Music: David Scance

32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
201-391-4224 office@clc4u.com
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facebook.com/clc4u
instagram.com/clc4u
Worship on Sundays:
9:00 am & 10:30 am
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