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One of the traditions at our in-person worship that I value involves
the little pink cards located on the backs of the pews. These 3”x5”
index cards are lovingly stamped with the words “Prayer Request”
by Doris, our parish administrator. Each week, she replenishes each
pew before worship. And then, during the song after the sermon,
I invite you to write down any prayer request that you have. The
prayer requests you make are completely up to you. There are
times when we’ve prayed for crisis happening on the other side of
the earth or your good friends who are going through
chemotherapy. We have given thanks for the birth of grandchildren
and even turned into words the pictures some of our youngest
attendees drew. We, together, have prayed for “Grandpa” and for those who had no
one else to pray for them. Before the pandemic, you placed these prayers on the
communion rail, but now I collect them from you. There are weeks when no prayer
requests are written down and some when I can barely hold all the cards you turn in.
We, together, pray. And I’m glad we provide the opportunity for every prayer to be
raised. A few weeks before this most recent election, the following prayer was
submitted:
“For a continued sense of community and unity as we near the end of an
election season.” In a world where winning means someone else must lose, our
sense of community feels fractured. We tend to forget that after the election on
November 3, we will still be connected to each other. We will still be attending the
same schools, faith communities and restaurants like we were on November 1st. We
will still be living in our neighborhoods because we are each other’s neighbors. Our
vocation includes living with others because none of us can live our lives alone. We
need each other, to provide the basic services that enable us to call Northern New
Jersey home. We get to live with each other, and part our calling is learning how to
do that well.
We’re about to move into a season of the church year when God made the
choice to live with us. We will wrap up November by looking forward to Advent.
We will take time to dwell within the incarnation and Jesus’ promise to be with you
while you are living your life. We will look towards the future while living in our
neighborhoods today. I invite you to commit yourself to learning how to live well
together. Join in the conversations we are having with Temple Emanuel of the
Pascack Valley, attend our interfaith Thanksgiving worship and discover our past
through our joint Bible Study with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Old Tappan.
Let’s show our neighborhoods what it means to live together well. Let’s bring to
Northern New Jersey a sense of what it means to be the church. Seeya in church!

GROWING IN GENEROSITY
Our Genesis Garden wrapped up November 3! Over 1300 lbs. of produce were
raised. The produce was given to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry, Park Ridge. The 110
families who utilize the pantry received some of the finest tomatoes, peppers and
tomatoes that are locally grown. Thanks to Tom Kearns, Lynn Lesko, and every
volunteer who gave their time and talents to this project. Your generosity kept
families fed.
Christmas Gifts for Children and Families in Need: We will be working with
Westwood Social Services as well as the Tri-Boro Food Pantry to provide holiday gifts
to local families. Details will be available soon. Please check upcoming bulletins and
the Thursday e-letter for more details. As always, thank you for your generosity as we
make this a nice Christmas for those in need. – Kate Stutzel

NEWS FROM CHURCH COMMITTEES
Stewardship Committee will be launching their campaign this month! Our theme
this year is “Rooted to Grow” which comes from John 15:5, “I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit.” This image
reminds us that our bearing fruit – our ministry, our generosity, our sharing with the
world – is a result of God’s life flowing in and through us. It invites us to think about
the ways we are connected one to another and the ways we grow together. Letters
will be sent to everyone connected to CLC. Keep an eye on your mailbox. As you
pray your daily prayers, ask God how your vocation is meant to be lived out in your
faith community. Is God calling you to grow in your giving and service in 2022?
Interested in Joining CLC as a Voting Member? We are a blessed community of
faith filled with amazing people. We could not be who God wants us to be without
you being a part of it. As a federal non-profit, our decision making process is
governed by people who decide to be “voting members” of this congregation.
As we look towards 2021, make your voice known by becoming a voting member.
Speak to Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) if you’re interested.
What is the Church Council? The work that God has called everyone to at CLC goes
on 24 hours a day, seven days a week with the guidance, insights and decisionmaking of pastors and deacons. The Council serves as the board of directors for CLC.
Members relate to the active committees at the church while providing oversight
over church finances, property, and more. Through a collaborative process, members
of the Council work to help all of us make the gospel real in this place. If you’re
interested in learning more about the work of the Council or are feeling called by the
Holy Spirit to play a more active role at CLC, please speak to Pastor Marc.

The Special Gifts Disbursement Committee needs your help! We have received a
check for $56,000 from the Dominick and Anna Ricci Foundation and need some
new ideas for spending it. So download an application from the CLC website and
email the completed application to CLC4U2@verizon.net or return the completed
form to the church mailbox by November 15 (no postage necessary, just drive by
and drop the application in the outside mailbox). The committee will review all
applications and present the recommendations to Council. The Council’s approved
recommendations will be presented to the Congregation for a vote at the 2022
annual meeting.
Your recommendation can be for any one of the categories listed below.
The committee charter calls for an allocation of at least 10% of the monies
received from the Ricci Foundation to be spent on each of these areas.
1.
2.
3.

Outreach Ministry or Benevolences to the local Community or worldwide
Special Congregational Ministries
Capital Improvement or Asset Replacement.
Bill Hoenigmann
The Special Gifts Disbursement Committee

Worship Committee is Looking for a Digital Archivist. So many of our memories
are now shared online, and we would love to save these memories for the future!
This new volunteer role can be done from anywhere and on your schedule. If you
can help your faith community preserve the stories of the past, please contact the
church office or Dot Dohrmann.
A Financial Update: At the end of October, giving compared to 2020 was down
6.6%. Income was $157,794 and expenses were $188,048. Our loss through
October was $30,254, which was higher than last year and $300 above budget.
Due to the losses in the market in September, we began using money in our
restricted funds to cover operating expenses for the first time in 2021. We had
$47,678 available in our restricted funds to cover expenses. Sign-up for electronic
giving at www.clc4u.com/give.

Two Worship Services on Sunday: 9:00 am and 10:30 am: Our 9:00 am Sunday
worship service is approximately 40 minutes long and uses contemporary Christian
music to share the good news of Jesus! Our 10:30 am worship service uses hymns
and an organ to bring Jesus to you. The message for children and the sermon are
the same at both. We’re hopeful we will begin livestreaming worship starting
November 21. Until then, we will release worship online and over the phone
at 10:30 am.
All Saints’ Sunday, November 7: We will gather at worship to remember and
honor those who have died and been raised in Christ during the past year.
The Remembrance Table will be set up for you to light a candle at the direction of
our ushers. Online worship will include a candle lighting ritual you can join in
from home.
Note: Time Change – Fall Back on Sunday, November 7: Daylight Savings Time
ends at 2:00 am! Turn your clocks back before you go to bed or else you will be
extra early to church.
Do You Have Pictures for Veterans’ Day? On Sunday, November 14 we will honor
our veterans with a slideshow of pictures. Email a digital copy to Pastor Marc
(pastormarc@clc4u.com) by November 10. If you submitted a picture last year,
he already has it. If you need help submitting your picture, please contact the
church office.
Our Annual Harvest Altar Will Take Place on Sunday, November 21: We ask all
worshipers to bring winter fruits or vegetables to decorate our altar. The produce
will then be given to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry. On that day we will welcome
Janelle Larghi, Director of the Tri-Boro Food Pantry, to speak. Can you bring
carrots, onions, any potatoes, hard squash like butternut and cauliflower, apples
or oranges this year?

53rd Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship on November 21 at 7:00 pm:
The Upper Pascack Valley Clergy Council invites you to attend our annual Interfaith
worship service. This year’s service will be hosted by Park Ridge United Methodist
Church. You can attend in person or view online (information to come).
Worship will feature music, readings and reflections from faith communities all
over the Pascack Valley.
Special Guest: Beth Gebhart from Lutheran Social Ministries on November 28:
We will welcome Beth Gebhart from Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey at
the end of the month. LSMNJ provides a variety of services to underserved
communities across the state. We have partnered with them over the years to
provide thanksgiving meals to homebound seniors, backpacks with school supplies
to kids in south Jersey, and more. We will see how our working together multiplies
the good that we can do.
Save the Date: Christmas Decorating on December 5 following 10:30 am worship.
Share Your Musical Gifts: When words aren't enough, there's always music and
singing! Music is an awesome way to share God's love for us. Thinking of getting
involved? Our Chancel Choir rehearses online on Wednesday nights at 8:00 pm.
Members will record their parts to create a worshipful video that will be shared
during worship. We are always looking for more voices to be included (especially
deeper voices). If you’re interested in participating, contact Argine at
arginesafari@gmail.com.
Three Sunday Morning Opportunities to Worship
1) Sanctuary worship, 9:00 am and 10:30 am: Please wear a mask and refrain from
greeting one another in the narthex. Special pew markers will show you how to
sit six feet distant from those around you. Worship materials will be available
on a narthex table: wine or grape juice and a brown paper bag with a bulletin
and wafer.
2) Worship on Facebook, 10:30 am, visit https://www.facebook.com/clc4u/live
3) Listen to worship via Conference Call at 10:30 am: dial 646-558-8656, enter
meeting id: 827 672 730 and then #. Hit # to ignore participant id and enter
password 195901.

Help Welcome People to Online Worship Worship takes the entire faith
community to happen! As we move towards a fully hybrid (virtual + in-person
worship future), we're looking for people who would like to help create a brand
new worship role. Can you be an online greeter? This involves welcoming people
to online worship, sharing information, and creating a welcoming space in an
online environment. It's a role you can do from anywhere! If interested, please
contact Pastor Marc.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
Notice for a New Church Directory: We’re updating our church directory! If your
contact information has changed since 2019, let the church know. We’re looking
for information of all people who call CLC their faith community including youth
now at college. You can share with us your updated information online at
https://clc4u.com/Contact or by contacting the church office - (201) 391-4224 or
clc4u2@verizon.net .
Update on Church Infrastructure Projects: We want to share updates about
projects happening at the church you voted on during our special congregational
meeting.
1) The Security System is slowly being installed. Due to equipment shortages,
we are still waiting on some vital components. We are expecting for some of
the system to be put in place during November.
2) Live Streaming from the Sanctuary: Installation of livestream equipment in
the sanctuary is starting on November 15. We are going to need some
volunteers who would like to test the system. If you would like to help out,
send Pastor Marc an email. You can do so from your home or your phone!
3) Water Leaking into the Sanctuary: After the tropical storm Ida moved
through our area, the property team and Congregation Council decided to
address how water leaks into the sanctuary where the choir sits. Members of
the Property Committee dismantled the choir loft and worked with a local
company to install a new French drain along that entire wall. The French
drain directs the water to a sump pump installed in the sacristy (the room
behind the altar). During an intense rain storm on October 26, Pastor Marc
watched the sump pump fill up but no water leaked into the sanctuary.
The Property Committee is reviewing if a new sump pump is needed and will
begin rebuilding the choir loft.

Kids and Adults: Education and More!
Sunday School is back! It’s been so much fun spending time with God in age
appropriate ways. We meet after 9:00 am worship every two weeks to either
participate in a service project or learn more about God’s love for us. During
November we will meet on November 14 and 28. We’re hopeful that our meeting
on the 28th will include a project to support the work of Lutheran Social Ministries of
New Jersey. Contact Pastor Marc or Meredith Drobinske if you have any questions.
Confirmation: Our partnership with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church continues!
This year we’ll be digging into the Bible, providing an overview of all sixty-six
books. During November, we will meet online on November 7 and only at the
church on November 14 at 6:30 pm. If you have any questions, please contact
Pastor Marc at pastormarc@clc4u.com.
Bishop's Challenge: A Joint Bible Study with Prince of Peace: On Tuesday,
November 16 at 8:00 pm, will meet online with friends from Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church in Old Tappan to learn more about the African-American and
Lutheran experience in the United States. The goal for this session is to build our
relationship with each other while having a conversation on what scripture says
about injustice and to begin learning how a history of injustice has harmed African
Americans. Together we can explore ways in which we can join in God’s vision of a
just future. Let Pastor Marc know if you would like to participate
(pastormarc@clc4u.com), and he will send you the link.
Bishop's Challenge: Philadelphia Bus Trip: Join people from around the New
Jersey Synod on Saturday, November 13 for a visit to the African American
Museum and the Mask & Wig Club, originally built by The Rev. Jehu Jones as the
first African American Lutheran Church in the United States. There will be two
convenient NJ pickup and drop-off spots! (Summit & Hamilton Sq). Cost will
be $25 for round trip bus and museum ticket (or $9 museum ticket if traveling on
your own) Visit www.njsynod.org/bishopschallengeevent for more information
and registration.

On October 31, students in our Sunday School and during worship posted their
own versions of the 95 theses. They discussed who deserves God’s love (everyone)
and how they can show that love to others. We also blessed their costumes.
We hope your Reformation Day/Halloween was safe, fun and faithful!

COMMUNITY NEWS
SHIP: Navigating Medicare
SHIP (The State Health Insurance Assistance Program) of Bergen County will be
providing FREE help to New Jersey Medicare beneficiaries during this year’s annual
Open Enrollment from October 15-December 7. Counselors will be available to
assist with reviewing your plans and showing you the Medicare health and drug
plans that cover your medications and save you money. Previously this help
included answering your questions about Medicare, Medigap, Medicare Advantage
Plans, Medicare Part D or Long-Term Care Insurance Services. Let them review your
plans for the upcoming year to make sure they meet your needs and save you
money. If you live in Bergen County, please call (201) 336-7413 to get started.
The Hills Valley Coalition: The Black Poster Project
The Black Poster Project is a deeply moving and educational presentation of close
to 400 posters reflecting beautiful souls lost to overdose. Each and every poster is
the face and story of someone’s son or daughter.
The event will take place Wednesday, November 17 from 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
at Pascack Hills High School (225 West Grand Ave, Montvale). Visitors are invited
to attend anytime during those times to view posters at your own pace. Please
register and learn more about the Hills Valley Coalition at hillsvalleycoalition.org.

Camp Cross Roads is Hiring for the 2022 Summer Season!
If you’re a young adult and would like to know more about what it’s like to work at
camp, register for a special meeting on November 18 at 7:30 pm over Zoom. Do so
by visiting www.crossroadsretreat.com/employment/
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Sun

2021
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

November 1

November 2

November 3

November 4

November 5

November 6

November 11

November 12

November 13

November 19

November 20

November 26

November 27

Worship Meeting
10:00 am

November 7
November 8
ALL SAINTS’ SUN.
Worship, Comm.
9:00 & 10:30 am
Sanctuary
10:30 am
Online&Conf.Call
6:30 pm
Conf. Cl. (Zoom)

November 9

Chancel Choir
8:00 pm
November 10

November 14 November 15
S.S. 9:40 am
Worship, Comm.
9:00 & 10:30 am
Sanctuary
10:30 am
Online&Conf.Call
6:30 pm
Conf. Class (CLC)
November 21 November 22
HARVEST SUN.
Worship, Comm.
9:00 & 10:30 am
Sanctuary
10:30 am
Online&Conf.Call
THANKSGIVING
EVE SERVICE
7:00 PM PARK
RIDGE
METHODIST CH.
November 28 November 29
ADVENT 1
S.S. 9:40 am
Worship, Comm.
9:00 & 10:30 am
Sanctuary
10:30 am
Online&Conf.Call

November 16

Chancel Choir
8:00 pm
November 17

Finance Committee
8:00 pm

November 18

Council Meeting
8:00 pm

Chancel Choir
8:00 pm
November 23

November 24

Chancel Choir
8:00 pm
November 30

November 25
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Dated Material – Please Deliver Promptly
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