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Pastor’s Message – God Talk
When was the last time you talked God? Jonathan Merritt, a
contributing writer to The Atlantic, recently wrote an article for the
New York Times* (based on his new book Learning to Speak God
from Scratch) about the decline of our spiritual vocabulary. He sponsored a survey
of 1,000 American adults to see how we talk about our faith, spirituality and God.
Here’s a bit of what he found:
This study revealed that most Americans — more than three-quarters,
actually — do not often have spiritual or religious conversations….More than onefifth of respondents admit they have not had a spiritual conversation at all in the
past year. Six in 10 say they had a spiritual conversation only on rare occasions —
either “once or twice” (29 percent) or “several times” (29 percent) in the past year.
A paltry 7 percent of Americans say they talk about spiritual matters regularly . . .
But here’s the real shocker: Practicing Christians who attend church regularly
aren’t faring much better. A mere 13 percent had a spiritual conversation around
once a week.
Why are we so afraid to talk about God? There are a lot of different
reasons. For some, these conversations create tension or arguments.
They sometimes feel "too political." Others don't want to appear religious,
sound weird or seem like "that person" who is trying to get you to convert.
We might feel as if we don't know enough to share our faith or feel as if talking
about our faith is someone else's job. But it isn't. As a beloved member of the
body of Christ, you have been called to love God and love your neighbor.
One way we love our neighbor is by sharing what's important to us. If your
faith makes a difference in your life, then we should offer that to our friends
and family. You don't need a theology degree to share Jesus. All you need to do
is share your story. You might not believe that's enough when it comes to
talking about God but it is. And Jesus believes you can do it.
One way to help us talk about God is to start noticing God at work in the
world around us. On the following page, I've shared a God bingo-card created by
Rev. Sarah Taylor. Take a look at where God is at work in the world - and let us
know how you feel it out!
See you in church, Pastor Marc
*https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/13/opinion/sunday/talk-god-spritualitychristian.html
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Children, Youth, and Adult Education
Youth in Service
"Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in and pray in,
where nature may heal and give strength to body and soul alike."
John Muir

Last month a group of five youth and three parents from our newly formed New
Jersey Luther Youth Co-op participated in an environmental stewardship project at
Ramapo County Reservation. Many of us love to hike the reservation, but none of
us had ever helped build a trail. There was something for everyone to do, from
smashing rocks to be used to build paths, to transplanting ferns so that the newly
formed trail looked like it had always been there. We were fortunate to have been
led by four AmeriCorp volunteers who not only shared their expertise in trailbuilding, they also shared their passion for being environmental stewards
themselves. They very much appreciated our help, and we were thankful for the
opportunity to share our gifts.
We look forward to returning to hike the completed trail in the future!

“This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” Psalm 118:23

New Jersey Lutheran Youth Co-op
The first social gathering for the new school year will held at Calvary Lutheran
Church in Allendale on October 19. The Lutheran Youth Co-op is open to 8th – 12th
graders. Youth worship and learn together at each other’s church with pastoral
leadership and take part in both service and social events with the help of church
youth leaders. If you are interested in attending or helping with any future event,
please contact Janet Post @ janetpost12@gmail.com.

Sunday School News
We had a wonderful kick-off on October 7 with 12 kids!
Each time we meet, we begin in the sanctuary where
David Scance teaches the children fun songs. From there
we spilt into 2 classes for younger and older kids.
There’s still time to register your child. We’ll meet again
on October 21, November 4 and November 18. We are
looking forward to sharing Jesus’ story through lessons,
crafts and service projects.

The Essential Jesus: Sunday Adult Education at 9:45 am
Where does Jesus’ story start? And where does your story with Jesus begin?
Our new Sunday Adult Education program continues on October 28, November 11
and November 25. These 30-minute sessions will cover what the Word is, what
Jesus’ genealogies are and why Zechariah and Elizabeth matter. We’ll take part of
Jesus’ story, apply it to our life and develop skills to share Jesus with others. Even if
you can’t make every session, we pray that these bite-sized studies will deepen
your faith.

Being Lutheran in a Multi-Faith World
Twice a month on Thursdays
We’ve had some amazing sessions! Every two weeks, 8
of us meet to talk about our Lutheran Christian identity
and what our traditions look like. Each session includes
questions, videos and conversation. Our next session
meets October 25 at 11:30 am to meet Buddhism,
Christian and Missionary Alliance and the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Confirmation
Our partnership with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church continues with an exciting,
informative and meaningful Confirmation program. Seven youth meet twice a
month to tackle what makes Lutherans who we are. We’ve met Martin Luther and
are about to dig into Reformation history and the Small Catechism. We’re still early
enough in our year that there’s space for you. Contact Pastor Marc
(pastormarc@clc4u.com) if you would like to start making faith yours.

Raise the Roof Update
We’ve got big plans to keep repairing the damage
caused by the years of leaks. We’re adding an access
point to the new attic space, making plans to add
new drywall to the Opsal ceiling and finishing up the
Sunday School classrooms. So far, we’ve raised close
to $38,000. Please continue to support the campaign
and fulfill any pledge you’ve made.

Growing in Generosity
Thanksgiving Food Drive—Center For Food Action
In just a few months many of us will be enjoying a bountiful Thanksgiving dinner,
but for thousands of local families, Thanksgiving will be like every
other day—a struggle to put sufficient food on their tables.
Between now and November 20 CFA hopes to collect enough food and funds
to provide 3,200 households which is over 9,500 individuals, with Thanksgiving
dinner.
Each household will get enough food for the long holiday weekend. CFA's
most needed Thanksgiving food items:

Frozen Turkeys
Supermarket Gift Cards ($20)
Hearty Soups | Canned Vegetables
Canned Yams | Gravy
Instant Potatoes | Rice
Canned Cranberry Sauce
Stuffing | Pasta Sauce
Baking Mix

Genesis Garden – 1250 lbs!
On October 16, our Genesis Garden wrapped up for the
year. We raised 1250 lbs of tomatoes, eggplants, squash,
zucchinis, green beans and more. Everything was
donated to the Center for Food Action in Englewood.
A big shout out to everyone who helped feed people in
our community, especially to Ann and Jim Christensen
for organizing the Garden this year. Thank you to
Christensen Landscaping for preparing the Garden in the
spring and Sunden’s Stone Pointe Farm for the plants.
God asks us to feed our neighbors, and we did that.

Looking ahead – Christmas Gifts for Children and Families in Need
We are going to be working with Tri-Boro Family Assistance
as well as Westwood Social Services to provide gifts to local
families. Lists will be available after Thanksgiving, and gifts
will be due in the Narthex by December 9. Please check
upcoming bulletins and the Thursday e-letter for more
details. As always, thank you for your generosity as we make this a nice Christmas
for those in need.
Christine Badame

Care Committee News
The month of October is highlighting the Care
Committee. At each worship service, we’re
sharing a bit about how the committee takes care
of the people at CLC. The Committee feeds, prays
and tends to us when we are need. One way they
do that is by supporting the Center for Food
action. On October 7, 48 loaves of sliced bread
were donated by you. The Knit1CrochetToo
group has items for sale in the narthex (church
lobby). At press time, over $350 from the sale of
pot holders, shawls, blankets and more will be
going to the CFA.
We’re also hosting our annual Blanket Fund
display in the Narthex. A donation of $5.00 will
purchase a blanket for Church World Service.
The next Gab Sessions are scheduled for Wednesday, October 24 and Wednesday,
November 28 at 11:30 am in the Sonshine Room. Just come and enjoy. If you
would like to join us, please RSVP with Debbie Louis by calling 201-358-6435 or
gundheaven@aol.com.

What makes you give? How generous is God calling you to be? We know that
generosity builds community and that generosity is contagious. For decades, we
have been generous with your giving by designated 10% of all offerings to CLC to
support the New Jersey Synod, Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey, Camp
Koinonia, Pascack Valley Meals on Wheels and Lutheran World Relief. As we plan
for 2019, we’re focusing on how generosity makes a difference.
A special letter, pledge card and time & talent sheet will be mailed to you
soon. As you prayerfully consider what God is calling you do, we’ll spend November
and early December taking time during worship to talk about giving at CLC.
November 4 – Say hello to the “Blue Envelope: our benevolences & gifts.”
November 11 – What our gifts do and where they go?
November 18 – Our personal giving – can we give 10% more?
December 2 – When was the last time we experienced generosity?
Any questions? Contact Bill Daub who is the chairman of the Stewardship
Committee. (billdaub52@gmail.com).

A Special Gift Has Arrived! What Should We Do with It?
The Special Gifts Disbursement Committee needs your
help! The church has received monies from the Dominick
and Anna Ricci Foundation and we must now develop a plan
for using the funds. Part of this money will be put towards
our Raise the Roof campaign, but we need your ideas for the
other part. Per our charter we must use at least 10% in each
of the following areas:
1. Outreach Ministry or Benevolences to local community or worldwide
2. Special Congregational Ministries
3. Capital Improvement or Asset Replacement
So, come up with an idea, download the form from the CLC website (WHAT WE
DO > The Ricci Fund) or pick up a form from the mailboxes outside the church
office. Drop the completed form back into our mailbox. Remember to give us the
costs for your idea and have a Council member or Special Gifts Committee
member sign it before you return it. We will review every form we receive and
develop recommendations for the Council to review.

Letters of Gratitude
We share the following detailed notes. The original complete letters are posted in
the narthex for all to see.
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (our denomination) sends us
thanks for the generous gift of $800.00 through ELCA good gifts to support
school fees and uniforms for 20 girls.
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (our denomination) sends us
thanks for the generous gift of $1,430.00 through ELCA good gifts to support
the building of a farm for a family.
 Lutheran Disaster Response sends thanks for the generous gift of $500 to
support people and communities affected by the wildfires this past summer.

From your Councilperson at Large
Room Usage and the NJ Synod Council
Room usage data gathering: I have spent the last few months gathering more
information on how other churches utilize their space when it is not being used or
church business. Donations from other groups can help us cover our costs. I will
report to Council, and we will keep moving forward. If you have any ideas or
helpful information, please contact me.
Synod Happenings/News: I attended a Synod Council meeting on Saturday,
October 13th in Union City, NJ. It was an informative and productive meeting.
Some key points of interest were:
 Discussion re: what the NJ Synod means to individual churches and how can we
relate better with them.
 The reality that we, as individual churches, must work together to survive and
prosper. We cannot isolate ourselves.
 32% of churches in the NJ Synod are in transition, meaning without a full time
pastor! Only a few are able to look for/afford a full time pastor. That is a
startling statistic!!! What does that mean for us? Think about it…what must we
change to adapt to the new reality of “church” going in the 21st century?

 A church in south Jersey that is meeting to decide on their future could not
meet their quorum number at the meeting. It was set as an absolute number
versus a percentage. We have 35 as a quorum. Perhaps we need to change to a
percentage of members.
 Rev. Schantzenbach is currently working with four congregations who are
nearing the end of their viable lives. Hmmm.
 Rev. Maristela Freiberg informed us of the three evangelical programs she is
currently running . . . all are pretty much designed to teach churches how to
remain viable and steps to take to survive, depending upon their life cycle. We
are participating in the E4V one, “Equipping our congregations for Vitality.” It is
a two-year program.
 The Treasurer’s report indicated that Mission Support was good through August
but fell off in September. Our Support of the NJ Synod is vital for many reasons .
. . staffing, mission work and more.
 LEAM NJ – aka “Lutheran and Episcopal Advocacy Team” funding is in jeopardy
for 2020 and beyond. The national Episcopal church will no longer fund state
advocacy offices. Therefore, they are taking this opportunity to reorganize and
look for new ways to find emerging leaders and stay within a faith context.
Rev. Sara Lilja will still lead the way. She is looking to colleges and seminaries
for funding and board members. More information will be forthcoming as it
develops.
 Youth: Jason Reed and the Youth Committee have been working on guiding
principles, policies and practices relating to ministry with LGBTQ + youth.
He presented drafts (very well organized and helpful) to the Council. I found it
very helpful and am sure you will too when it gets published. They have spent a
lot of time and thought, learning how best to serve youth, especially the LGBTQ
group. This group has a greater risk of depression, suicide, homelessness,
substance abuse and violence against them. I will share the policies once they
have been published.
I look forward to seeing what the future brings for both our Synod and our church.
Carla Hoenigmann

Finance Committee Update
At the end of September, year-to-date total
expenses outpaced total income, resulting in a
loss of $21,112. We prayerfully ask you keep up
with your pledge and continue giving so that we
can eliminate this shortfall and can keep up
God's amazing work that we do here.
250000
200000

Dollars

150000
100000

$172,329

$193,441

50000
0

-$21,112

-50000
Total Income

Total Expenses

Deficit

Thank you very much, The Finance Committee

Restricted Funds Update
In accordance with the Congregational approved motion on June 3, 2018, the
‘Restricted’ funds approved for use are the following:
Approved amount
Previous amount of total funds used
Amount accessed from approved funds:
For September, 2018

$50,000.00
$10,063.00

Total amount of remaining available funds

$39,566.00

$371.00

November Happenings
All Saints’ Sunday, November 4
We will gather at 9:00 and 10:30 am here at our church to
remember and honor those who have died and been raised in
Christ during the past year. The Remembrance Table will be
set up for you to light a candle, and we will remember these
saints during the prayers of the church.

Note: Time Change – Fall Back on Sunday, November 4
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 4 at 2 am! Turn your clocks back
before you go to bed or else you’ll be late to church.

Do you have pictures for Veterans’ Day?
On Sunday, November 11, we will honor our veterans with a display of pictures.
Bring in our old photos of anyone who served--family or friends before the 11th so
we have time to display them. Just put your photos in the box in the narthex. They
will be returned.

Our Annual Harvest Altar & New Blessing for Retail Workers,
Sunday, November 18
We ask all worshipers to bring winter fruit or vegetables to decorate our altar. The
produce will then be given to our local food pantry. A list of preferred fruits and
vegetables will be in the bulletin shortly.
Are you a retail worker? Do you work at a restaurant, diner, or store? You’re
about to experience Black Friday and the busy holiday season. Let us bless you and
start your season off with support, prayer and love!

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service, Sunday, November 18 at 7:00 pm
The Upper Pascack Valley Clergy Council invites you to our annual Interfaith
worship service! This year’s service will take place at Congregation B’nai Israel in
Emerson (53 Palisade Avenue, Emerson, NJ 07630). Pastor Marc will be preaching!
Give thanks for the amazing faith communities that call the Pascack Valley home.

Christ the King Sunday, November 25
Come to worship on this Sunday, the last Sunday of the church year, when we will
we reflect on the majesty of Christ and sing our songs of praise to the triune God.

News from Camp Koinonia
On October 16, the Board of Directors for Koinonia sent out a memorandum to
their friends and corporate members. Here are a few highlights:
The mold problems in our buildings are a big challenge! This caused Koinonia to
close the buildings in August of this year. [All buildings were closed with most staff
laid off. Remediation for the buildings is estimated at $1.7 million – not including
finishes, new furniture and more. They’re currently only accepting reservations for
May 2019 and beyond]
At the September 15, 2018, Martin Luther Camp Corporation (aka Koinonia)
meeting, the Board said that it/they would work with the Staff (Joanne Knudson,
Executive Director; Rich Pratti, Director of Operations; and Jennifer Ruiz,
Bookkeeper) to develop a "business and mission plan" for Koinonia to re-open. The
following are steps being taken in order to re-open our ministry. This is the first
stage. The second stage will be to re-visit the details of our mission in light of our
mission statement.
1. Safely preserve the buildings and grounds. Drain water lines and more. Clear
power lines. New furnace for staff house.
2. Insure our property. Insurance company will cancel coverage on October 27,
2018. A new company is being sought.
3. Secure immediate and future funding. No current “usage” fee and limited
income. Exploring the sale of land, securing a loan, working on fundraising
The above is meant to help you understand what the Board and Staff are doing. It
is more than might be immediately obvious. We hope that you will trust that we
are indeed working toward the re-opening of our ministry in the name of Christ.
We give thanks to God for the many blessings that Koinonia has been and received
over the years! And, thank YOU for your prayers, gifts and genuine concerns.
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