The Messenger

November 2024

The Monthly Newsletter of Christ Lutheran Church
32 Pascack Road
Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey

The Rev. Marc A. Stutzel, Pastor
Argine Safari, Director of Music
David Scance, Contemporary Musician
An ELCA Congregation
Sundays at 9:00 am & 10:30 am
201-391-4224 office@clc4u.com

www.clc4u.com
facebook.com/clc4u  instagram.com/clc4u  youtube.com/@clc4u



mailto:office@clc4u.com
http://www.clc4u.com
http://facebook.com/clc4u
http://instagram.com/clc4u
http://youtube.com/@clc4u

PASTOR’S NOTE

I’ll admit there are a few things | buy way to much of. There’s always a large stack
of books sitting next to my desk waiting to be read and a stack of graphic novels by
my bed that I'll get to very “soon.” | always assume I'll have plenty of time in the
future to take care of all | want to do. But once tomorrow comes, a new book
quickly ends up on top of the pile. Books and comics are two things that are too
easy for me to horde. And another item | have to stop myself from picking up are
all the puzzles | want to put together.

| was never really a puzzle person growing up but | gradually fell in love with them
when | started attending congregational retreats. | found it incredibly peaceful to
put down my phone, pour myself a cup of coffee, and spend a few minutes
wondering why these two blue pieces were not fitting together. Doing puzzles on
my own can feel very meditative, centering my soul during anxious times. |,
however, enjoy puzzles the most when | do them with other people. | appreciate
how not everyone does puzzles the same way and how others often see something
| don’t. There are puzzles | could never complete on my own but when | work with
you, a beautiful and faithful picture soon comes into view.

As we move into November and close in on the start of a new church year, we will
have plenty of time to solve all kinds of puzzles together. There will be food drives,
opportunities to serve our wider community, and an interfaith Thanksgiving
worship service showcasing our commitment to all our neighbors. We will also
make time to pause and reflect on how each of us, in our own way, contributes to
and impacts our community. This community of faith cannot be who we’re
supposed to be without you. Each of us are our own kind of puzzle piece that
reveal a fuller and more vibrant picture of the body of Christ. God has brought us
together to be the church. And by being for each other, we end up growing deeper
in faith, hope, and love.

We’'ll be taking time during and after worship putting our own puzzle together as
we imagine who God is inviting us to be. And since this is also our Stewardship
month, you’ll be invited to reflect on what gifts you, as a unique puzzle piece all
your own, God is inviting you to share with your community at CLC.

— Blessed to be living this faith with you, Pastor Marc



ENTER THE TIME WARP

A quick reminder. We'll “fall back” on Sunday, November 3rd at 2 am.
Daylight savings time will end so make sure to turn your clocks back
one hour before you go to bed and say a prayer for your smartphone
so that it will update correctly.

GROWING IN GENEROSITY

Genesis Garden’s 2024 Season is All Wrapped Up:

Thank you for an amazing year! We wrapped up in the

middle of October after delivering 1,188 |bs of fresh

produce to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry in Park Ridge. We

nearly doubled what we grew last year. A big shoutout

to our leaders including Tom Kearns, Lynn Lesko, Karen

Pasch, and Brian Conboy for continuing to try new

things to help feed our neighbors. And we couldn’t

have pulled this off with all you amazing volunteers who planted, picked, and
delivered the produce we gathered. The Tri-Boro Food Pantry pays for produce
every week for the 120+ families who rely on the pantry. Your hard work allows the
pantry to use their financial resources to purchase other necessary items while still
providing fresh food for all our neighbors. You’'re amazing and we’re already
making plans for next year!

Feed the Northeast: We did it! Thank you for meeting

our goal of collecting more than 500 food items for the

Tri-Boro Food Pantry in Park Ridge. You donated over

600 boxes of cereal, cans of vegetables, boxes of taco

shells, and more. This total also includes the 41 sliced

loaves of bread donated for Care Sunday on October 6.

Not only will this food help the pantry, Thrivent Financial will also donate $500
to the pantry as well. For decades, Christ Lutheran Church has made sure our
neighbors had all the food they needed to thrive. Thank you for continuing that
legacy and God’s call to serve every neighbor.



Did you earn a free turkey? Thanksgiving is
just around the corner and the Tri-Boro Food
Pantry is inviting you to donate any extra
hams or turkeys to them. They’re happy to
take them off your hands and onto someone’s
place.

Care Committee Blanket Drive - Blanket the World in Love: When difficult things
happen, a kind and loving response can make all the difference. That’s why the
CWS Blankets program (cwsblankets.org) was created—to give a kind, loving and
tangible response to remind them they are not alone. These blankets come in two
styles - fleece and wool. The fleece are designed for warmer climates. They are
water-repllant, durable, warm, soft, and doesn’t add bulk to whatever items a
person is carried. The wool version is water-resistant, flame retardant, durable,
warm, for frigid temps and extreme weather. The Care Committee is collecting $10
blanket donations in the narthex.

Volunteer with Meals on Wheels: Volunteers are the backbone for Meals on
Wheels North Jersey. They use their own cars, fuel and personal time to deliver
nutritious meals to our clients throughout northern Bergen County. These drivers
are often the only outside contact some of their clients have each day and they are
able to alert Meals on Wheels to any additional help these folks need. Volunteering
for a Meals on Wheels program is a fulfilling experience — meeting those you are
helping in your community. Visit https://mealsonwheelsnorthjersey.org/volunteer/
to sign up.

YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES

Knit One Crochet Too: We’ve had a such a great time
crafting new things together we’re now meeting
weekly on Tuesday at 10:00 am in in the Sonshine/
library room to knit, craft, and chat. All skill levels
welcome! You can also check out the items we made
that are available for purchase in the narthex. All
money raised will go to further improvements at the
church (such as the former youth room).
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The Care Committee’s mission is to care for Christ Lutheran Church and the
surrounding community. Our next meeting is November 13 at 10:00 am. Learn how
you can make a faithful difference by participating in our prayer chain, visiting
members, cooking a meal, and more. Interested in learning more? Contact Mary
Zeigler or the church office.

Christ Lutheran Women Annual Christmas Gift Drive:
As we near the start of Advent and the Christmas
season, we have faith we can again count on our
congregation to bring a little Christmas joy to local
families in need. We plan to support 25 kids through the
Tri-Boro Food Pantry and additional seniors and families
through Westwood Social Services. Details will be in our
bulletin as well as our weekly e-mail newsletter.

Stay Connected: An active church is a wonderful gift! If you are not currently
receiving our weekly Thursdays e-letter, send an email to Pastor Marc
(pastormarc@clc4u.com). Make sure to like our Facebook Page
(www.facebook.com/clc4u) and Instagram (www.instagram.com/clc4u).

Take A Leap of Faith at CLC: We're a blessed community of faith filled with
amazing people. As a federal non-profit, our decision making process is
governed by people who decide to be “voting members” of this congregation.
Consider becoming a voting member by speaking to Pastor Marc
(pastormarc@clc4u.com).

What is the Church Council? The work that God has called everyone to at CLC
goes on 24 hours a day, seven days a week with the guidance, insights and
decision- making of pastors and deacons. The Church Council serves as the
board of directors for CLC. Its members relate to the committees at the church
while providing oversight over the church’s finances, property and more.
Through a collaborative process, the members of the Church Council work to
help all of us make the Gospel real in this place. If you’re interested in learning
more about the work of the Council or would like to visit a meeting, please
speak to Pastor Marc.
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Ricci Foundation: In early October, the Ricci foundation sent to all the
beneficiaries their expectation distributions. The Special Gifts Committee will
meet in November to begin the process of reviewing the projects you have
invited the community to support. The Special Gifts Committee will make
recommendations that are then passed for further review and consideration by
the church council. The church council will then present a series of projects to
financially support at our annual meeting in February. There is still time to
submit your project ideas. Applications are available on our website (clc4u.com) or
picked up in the “special gifts” mailbox by the church office.

Online Calendar on our Website: The online calendar is our master calendar at the
church. Check it out (www.clc4u.com) and contact the office (office@clc4u.com) to
get your event on the calendar.

An Update from the Finance Committee: At the start of September our total
income was $184,886 while our expenses were $186,188. Contributions from
church members increased 0.6% compared to last year at this time. Our
expenses through September were $42,000 less than plan and our income was
up by nearly $12,000. We are currently not using any of our temporarily
restricted funds to fund our operating costs.

Property Update: A lot of updates continue to be taking place at the church. In
mid-October, all the old bushes and shrubs around the church were removed.
New plantings will be added soon. The new landscaping will include the entire
side of the building facing Pascack Road, wrap around the sanctuary, and
refresh the Memorial Garden as well. A big shoutout to Brian and Jim for taking
the opportunity to repair and repaint parts of the building while waiting for the
new plants to arrive.

SIGN BOARD

For decades, one of the ways people know what CLC is all about is from our
sign board along Pascack Road. These sayings, often funny, punny, and faithful,
have brought a little joy into the lives of those driving by. Recently someone
called the church to not only thank us for what we put on the board but also to
share with us one we might want to use. It’s a bit too long for our board but
we’re sharing it here.
Where can you go to make ice cream sundaes?
Sunday School!
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ELCA CONFERENCE OF BISHOPS EMPHASIZES
THE NEED TO SPEAK THE TRUTH

In a perfect garden, created by God for the sake of humanity, evil
entered in the form of deception and lies. Christians refer to this
story, found in the biblical book of Genesis, as the fall of
humanity. This foray into human sin began when Adam and Eve,
the first humans created in the image of God, were deceived.
Humans have contended with the powers of deception ever
since. Yet we are a people who know and proclaim the power of
God at work in the world. We proclaim the power of Jesus Christ,
God in the flesh, the one who said, "l am the way, the truth and
the life" (John 14:6). We know that the power of truth is greater
than the power of deceit.

We, the members of the Conference of Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, speak with one voice to condemn the hateful, deceptive, violent speech
that has too readily found a place in our national discourse. We lament the ways this
language has led to hate-fueled action. We refuse to accept the ongoing
normalization of lies and deceit. We recommit ourselves to speaking the truth and
pointing to the one who is truth.

We find courage in our collegiality and implore the members of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, as well as our partners and friends, to join us as we:

e Pledge to be vigilant guardians of truth, refusing to perpetuate lies or half-
truths that further corrode the fabric of our society.

e Commit to rigorous fact-checking, honoring God's command to "test
everything; hold fast to what is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21).

e Reject the use of humor that normalizes falsehood, remembering that our
speech should "always be gracious" (Colossians 4:6).

e Boldly advocate for the marginalized and oppressed, emulating Christ's love for
the least among us.

e Courageously interrupt hate speech, standing firm in the knowledge that all
are created in God's image.

e Lean in with curiosity, engage with those who think differently and "put the
best construction on our neighbor's action" (Luther's explanation of the Eighth
Commandment).

e Amplify voices of truth.



Emboldened by the Holy Spirit, may we resist deception
and lift up the truth that all members of humanity are
created in the image of God. May the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with us all as we respond to the Spirit's
invitation into this intentional commitment against
deception and for truth.

In Christ, The Conference of Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT: LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is an organization

CLC has supported for a long time. Founded by

Lutherans in the United States at the end of World

War |1l, grounded in Lutheran theology and

building on decades of experience, LWR tackles global poverty by helping people adapt
to the challenges that threaten their livelihoods and well-being. They work with people
based on need, regardless of race, religion or nationality and do not evangelize. The aid
they provide in emergencies help families restore their lives while also helping people
build their own self-sufficiency that will last long into the future.

In South Sudan, war and severe floods have displaced entire communities. Basic
healthcare is often a five-hour canoe ride to visit the nearest hospital. A young widow,
Nyaluit Chuol, and her five children found refuge at the Mareng displacement camp
after fleeing for their safety. While on their way to the camp, two of her children got
sick with measles. Fortunately, LWR runs a medical clinic at the camp. Health workers
stabilized the children but they were serverly malnourished. They needed advanced
treatment. The family didn’t have a canoe but LWR provided a motorboat to cut their
five hour journey down to one. Lutheran churches have had an amazing impact in
South Sudan in the last year by creating 4 mobile health clinics for hard-to-reach
communities, trained 33 health care staff, vaccinated over 7,000 children against
measles, and provided health care to an additional 15,000 people. In many cases, LWR
is the only help available to people in these communities. You can learn more about
Nyaluit’s journey by visiting http://lwr.org/congregations.
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WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!

Two Worships on Sunday at 9 am and 10:30 am At 9:00 am, worship is approximately
40 minutes long and uses contemporary guitar-led Christian music led by David Scance.
At 10:30 am, worship is led by Argine Safari on the organ/piano and supported by our
Chancel Choir.

Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on Sundays via
Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live , YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u
and our website www.clc4u.com

If you would like to listen over the phone, dial 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship,
enter the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:30 am worship, enter meeting
id: 827 672 730 and then #. The, for both worships, hit # to ignore participant id and
enter password 195901.

All Saints’ Sunday November 3rd: We will gather to remember
and honor those who have died and been raised in Christ since All
Saints’ Day 2023. The Remembrance Table will be set up at each
worship inviting you to light a candle in the memories of those who
now rest in God. For those joining at home, we invite you to light
your own candle when you worship.

Honoring Veterans November 10th: We will be honoring the veterans who made a
difference in our lives on this Sunday. Pastor Marc plans to showcase the visual
slideshow like he has in the past. If you have any new pictures of yourself or a loved
one that you would like to share, please email a copy to Pastor Marc
(pastormarc@clc4u.com) by November 8th.

Harvest Altar November 24th: The Sunday before Thanksgiving is
when we ask worshipers to bring winter fruits and vegetables to
decorate our altar. The produce will then be given to the Tri-Boro
Food Pantry. Can you bring carrots, onions, any potatoes, hard
squash like butternut, apples or oranges this year? If possible, drop
off at the church prior to that Sunday date so that altar space is
overflowing in vegetables on Sunday morning.
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New Narthex Arrangement: A big shoutout to Nancy, Debbie, Lynn, and all who
helped reorganize and decorate the Narthex. The layout is much more welcoming and
inviting to those hanging out after worship. The new table for our coffee marker as well
as holiday appropriate decorations are an extremely nice touch. Make sure to check it
out during our next coffee hour and during our Stewardship Drive as well.

A Note from the Chancel (Teen Age/Adult) Choir: Our church choir has begun to
rehearse for the fall season. They meet for on Wednesdays at 4:30 pm and sing on
Sunday mornings a couple of times a month. If you’re interested in participating,
even if you’ve never sung in front of the congregation before, please speak to
Argine Safari.

DIY Altar Flowers: Are you interested in providing altar flowers on
Sunday from your own garden or a favorite store? If you are able to
provide two identical bouquets and bring them to church a day or
two before worship, please do! The flowers we used in worship on
September 29 were brought in by a member and looked great.
Talk to Pastor Marc or anyone on the Worship Committee if you
would like to help in this way.

Save the Date: Sanctuary Christmas Decorating: Plans are still being formed but we’re
expecting to decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas on Sunday, December 1st, following
10:30 am worship. Lunch will be provided for the decorators.

KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE!

Bible Study: Our Wednesday Bible Study is learning more about David and have
moved into 2 Samuel. We typically meet on Wednesdays at 11 am but our
schedule does change. Let Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) know if you plan
to attend.

Lessons from Dietrich Bonhoeffer in a House Divided and a World on Fire is a new
curriculum published and supported by our Lutheran friends in Pennsylvania.
With a new Bonhoeffer movie scheduled to open around Thanksgiving,
Pastor Marc would like to see if there’s any interest for an evening study this fall.
Let him know if you would like to know more!



Sunday School on November 3rd and 17th: Why do we have a church calendar? What
are our major celebrations? And what does it mean to keep track of time in a way that is
different from our wider culture? These, and many more, are the questions we’re
exploring throughout this Sunday School year. We continue to meet as one main class
and then split into age appropriate groups as needed. If you would like to help or want
your kids aged 3 to 11 to participate, please reach out to Pastor Marc.

Confirmation Class is tending to the holy scripture and meeting on Sunday mornings!
We’ll meet again on November 10th and 24th at 9:45 am. You’re also invited to join
at our annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship on November 24th. There’s still time to
join if any 7th graders (and up) would like to participate.

COMMUNITY EVENTS & NEWS

The Hills Valley Coalition Presents Hidden in Plain Sight: The Hills Valley Coalition For
Resilient Youth presents an evening dedicated to learning how to identify drug
paraphernalia, hiding places, lingo, sighs and symptoms that may indicate alcohol
or other drug use by a teen or young adult. This event will take place on Wednesday,
November 20th, 7:00 pm, at Pascack Hills High School (225 W. Grand Ave in Montvale).
Registration is required. Visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PXT8JR to signup.

56th Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship November 24th at 7 pm: The Upper
Pascack Valley Clergy Council invites you to attend their annual Interfaith Worship
service. This year we will be the host! The Interfaith Clergy Council is made up of many
clergy throughout the Pascack Valley including CLC, First Congregational, Park Ridge,
Peace Islands Institute, Congregation B’nai Israel, Emerson, Hillsdale United Methodist
Church, Our Lady of Mercy, Park Ridge, Trinity Episcopal Church, Hillsdale, and much
more. During this fearful and tumulus time, coming together is one of the most faithful
things we can do. We hope to see you there.

Lutheran Disaster Response Carolinas - Hurricane Helene Update: Our Lutheran friends
in North and South Carolina are not only working hard to rebuild their own lives but also
to help their neighbors in need. LDR will be in the area for the long haul.
CLEANUP KITS (also known as flood buckets full of work gloves, clothespins, cloths,
sponges, brushes, and more) have made a big impact and even now, weeks after
the hurricane, the need for them continues. Financial donations are still the very best
way people can help who do not live in the area. For updates visit https://
Idrcarolinas.org/blog/.
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2024

November

2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
All Saints’ Special Gifts Knit One, Worship Committee
Daylight Savings Time 7:30 pm Crochet Too! 10 am
Ends 10 am
Worship Bible Study
9:00 am & 10:30 am 11 am
Sunday School Choir Rehearsal
9:45 am 4:30 pm
10 11 12 13 14 18 19
Honoring Veterans Knit One, Care Committee Finance
Worship Crochet Too! 10am Committee
9:00 am & 10:30 am 10 am 7:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal
Confirmation Class 4:30 pm
9:45 am
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Worship Knit One Bible Study Church
9:00 am & 10:30 am Crochet Too! 11am Council
10 am 7:30 pm
Sunday School Choir Rehearsal
9:45 am 4:30 pm
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Christ the King & Knit One Bible Study
Harvest Altar Crochet Too! 11am
Worship 10 am

9:00 am & 10:30 am

Confirmation Class
9:45 am

Interfaith Thanksgiving
7:00 pm

Church Choir
Rehearsal
4:30 pm




