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Dated Material – Please Deliver Promptly

Pastor: The Rev. Marc Stutzel
Director of Music: Argine Safari
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance
Musician: Fred Messner
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse

President's Message
“Greetings to you!”
Spring has finally arrived! By the time you read this, we will be knee deep in Trash
and Treasure preparations, and the church looks like it is filled with the contents
from many attics and basements! It has been great seeing so many new faces
helping this year. We are missing Crystal Ramhorst, our leader in clothes and one
of our main organizers. It has been wonderful seeing the teamwork as the rest of
us try to recreate her setup. We look forward to her arrival here April 21st. I hope
you will join your fellow members as we prepare for this big event. You can help
beforehand by sorting items or bringing food for the workers to eat while they
work or on the actual sale day, Saturday, April 30th.
It has been a busy April, with two baptisms and the Year of the Bible
sessions. There are plenty of opportunities here for you to learn and to engage in
service. I enjoy having a busy church. I hope you do too!
Your Council is working on many things for the future, including ideas for a
“God's Work, Our Hands“ project for this year. The project is scheduled for Sunday
October 16, 2016. If you have any ideas, please share them with myself, Pastor
Marc or anyone on Council.
Carla Hoenigmann;
Carlah716@cs.com; 201-391-7843

Christ Lutheran Church Women News
Reminder to All:
Trash & Treasure Sale, Saturday, April 30th
8:00 am—Noon and 1:00 pm-4:00 pm
Hopefully you are getting this Messenger before May and if so . . . just a reminder
that you still have the opportunity to bring your treasures (meaning non-clothing
items) to church for the T&T sale until Thursday, April 28th only!
If you are interested in helping during the prior week (5:00-9:00 pm) or on
sale day, there's still time! Just contact Ann Christensen at 201-666-5078. New
helpers (of any age) are always welcome . . . no experience necessary. It’s a lot of
fun and a chance to make new friends and help the church raise funds for the
many charities we support throughout the year.
Christine Badame

From the Bergen Volunteer Center
"As president of the Volunteer Center Board, I want to thank you and your
colleagues at Christ Lutheran for a decade and more service to the children in our
mentoring programs. The gifts you have provided have brought joy and love to so
many. Thank you for helping build community here in Bergen County.
Best Regards,
David Warshaw

From Pastor Gus Vinajeras
Dear pastor and members of Christ Lutheran Church:
Greetings in the name of our risen Lord! Just a few lines to let you know how much
your generous gift meant to us. It is very comforting and encouraging to feel the
support of other sister congregations in times of trial. As this new ministry unfolds,
please keep us in your prayers, as you are always in ours. The people of Santa
Maria in exile know a lot about Christ Lutheran church through the many stories I
have told them. Ministering with you during the time of your pastoral vacancy was
a real blessing to me. I keep in my heart many fond memories. May the Lord
continue to bless your ministry! In the abiding hope of the empty tomb,
Pr. Gus Vinajeras
Santa Maria in exile

Camp Koinonia News
Did you know that Christ Lutheran Church is an active supporter of a Lutheran
Outdoor Camp just 1.5 hours north? Camp Koinonia is an amazing place filled with
woods and lakes, connecting communities to God and Jesus through nature and
creation. Camp Koinonia is organized as a corporation which means it's owned by
many different congregations, including us! On February 28 at Camp Koinonia's
Annual Meeting, Michael Suarez, one of our members, was elected to serve on
Koinonia's board of directors. We're thrilled that he will share his talents and gifts
with this camp that builds faith and connects children, youth and adults to God.
Music & Arts Weekend, July 8-10 – church groups, families and individuals
will enjoy non-stop activities. The weekend of August 12-14 families and
individuals are invited for Kid’s Kamp which is designed for youth who have
completed up to 6th grade. See flyers in the Narthex on both events.
Christ Lutheran’s Annual Congregational Retreat to Camp Koinonia will take place
January 27-29, 2017. We've reserved 12 rooms in the Conference Room.
Interested in coming? Let Pastor Marc know by calling the church office (201-3914224) or emailing him at marc.stutzel@gmail.com.

Here are some books about Biblical women:
Berg - The handmaid and the carpenter
George-Mary, called Magdalene
220.7-Ling -What's in the Bible for . . . women
220.9-Higgs, Really bad girls of the Bible
220.92-Ashcroft-Spirited women
220.02-Daughters of the desert

Pre-Worship Video: Have you seen the new videos that we're showing before
worship? These videos are based on the scripture readings for that day's worship.
They're a great visual way to ready ourselves for God's word. Let the worship team
know what you think of them by emailing the church office at clc4u2@verizon.net!
May Book Study: We're offering a special book study during the months of
May and June on the book "Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus." Linda Osolin will be
leading the discussion on Sunday mornings after the 9 am service and on Monday
nights (if needed). Linda shared her passion for this book in our "March
Messenger" and her invitation to you. Buy the book on Amazon, check out a copy
at your library and let Linda know (poolrat63@verizon.net ) if you can join us!
First Communion Sunday will be June 5! If your child is ready to receive or
you would like them to have a little more instruction about why the Lord's Supper
makes a difference in our lives, please speak to Pastor Marc
(marc.stutzel@gmail.com). Classes will be scheduled soon!
Dawnland documentary fundraiser: Two filmmakers and friends of Kristyn
Ulanday are raising money for their feature length documentary. Dawnland is a
documentary by the Upstander Project on cultural survival and stolen children:
inside the first truth and reconciliation commission for Native Americans. The
trailer has just gone live at dawnland.org. Dawnland Directors Ben-Pender Cudlip
and Adam Mazo are members of the Non-Fiction Cartel along with Kristyn. To
ensure that this untold story can be shared widely, Kristyn invites you to join her
by pledging your support for Dawnland by May 8th at dawnland.org
Spring is almost here and God’s earth is producing: We are looking for
someone to lead a team to care for our flowers and perennial plants in the
Sonshine Garden (the area directly south of the sanctuary entrance). It’s a great
place for CLC gardeners to reveal their God-given talent. See Tom Kearns for
information.

Question: How Does Our Genesis Garden Grow?
Answer:
Goal:

It will grow very well again this year with the help of many people.
This year we hope to exceed last year’s harvest which was over 1500
lb. of fresh vegetables.
Location: The Garden is located off the circular driveway between the Opsal Wing
and Mitchell Commons/Office wing
Schedule: Work will begin on May 17th at 6:30 pm and continue on Tuesdays
throughout the spring and summer.
Questions: Contact Jim Christensen or Lynn Lesko
Please consider giving an hour a week to this worthwhile cause. All the food grown
is delivered to the Center for Food Action in Englewood. If you can’t make Tuesday
evenings, we can make arrangements for work to be done at a time that is
convenient to you. See you on Tuesday evenings.
Jim Christensen

Sunday, October 16, 2016
We can celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, freed
in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Mark your calendars to help make our
community a better place.
This is an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as
Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling,
in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Let’s do this work together!

I have a small red book that I carry with me everywhere I go. The
binding is worn, the cover is in leather, and some pages have folded
corners with a little candle wax obscuring the words. This little red
book is my Pastoral Care book, filled with prayers, scripture readings
and worship services. When I visit a hospital, the book comes with me. When I'm
sharing holy communion with someone at home, this is the book I use. And when
I'm blessing a house or an apartment that someone has moved into, I'm holding
this in my left hand and turning its pages with my right. This book holds prayers,
but it also holds memories. It holds the memories of people I've known, buried,
blessed and celebrated. This little book is more than just something to read—it is a
physical reminder of who Jesus is and that Jesus is with us, always.
How do you remember that Jesus is with you? Do you carry a cross around
your neck or maybe keep your grandmother's Bible on your nightstand? Or maybe
a physical object isn't what stirs your faith. Maybe there's a song you hum, a
melody that is always in the back of your mind. And with springtime in full force,
maybe getting our hands dirty in our gardens connects us with our God who
constantly creates. Or maybe we're inviting friends to sit on our porch or join us
for a picnic. By being in each other's company, we give thanks that God brings
friends, neighbors and even strangers into our lives because God is love. When we
proclaim that God is with us, God is experienced in more than just one way. God is
here. When we see the world, we're seeing more than just the scene in front of us.
We're also seeing God's presence, too.
This May I invite you to see God's presence. Take a look at your children
playing and notice God. Even when we're caught in traffic, God is there among the
honks. Stop by the church on Tuesday nights, enter our Genesis Garden, and see
God in the planting of vegetables that will feed our neighbors in need. And when
our day is done and silence surrounds you, know that the air is filled with Jesus'
love for you and for the entire world.
See you in church!
Pastor Marc

Vacation Bible School

August 15-19, 2016
9:30 am - 12 noon
Mary, Martha, and Me!
Connecting with Jesus, God and Each Other!
For Pre-K (3+) through 6th Graders
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
32 Pascack Road
Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
(201) 391-4224
www.clc4u.com

Each day children will explore bible stories in fun & interactive ways.
Through classroom activities, group games and fellowship, children will build
friendships in a community of Christ. In all we do we give praise to God as we
share in God’s gifts of peace, faith, love, forgiveness and light.
Registration Form
Suggest Donation: $20.00 per child
Child’s Full Name:____________________________________________________
Birth date:_______________ Age: ______ Last school grade completed: _______
Allergies, Meds, or Special Needs: _______________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Full Name:___________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________
Phone (Best contact number during school):_______________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________
Guardian/Caregiver accompanying child to and from VBS (name & phone)

*Health Forms to be filled out will be mailed out a few weeks before VBS begins.
Please return this form to the church office by Sunday, July 31st.

