MAY 22, 2022 – 10:30 AM
WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY

A JOYOUS WELCOME ON THIS SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
[All text in italics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.]

* * * * * *

PRELUDE
For quiet contemplation during the prelude, we invite you to open and read from
the Bible in your pew rack Psalm 67, the Psalm for today.
WELCOME

[The congregation stands as able.]

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
As we gather during the season of Easter, let us remember we are to
be people of the Resurrection who know that in Christ, with Christ,
and through Christ, our new life has already begun. Let us admit the truth
of who we are, confess our sins, and trust in the promises of God.
[A moment of silence.]

Loving God,
we confess that at times we do not share in the joy of the resurrection but are
caught in the worries of the world. We confess that we do not always live in the
spirit of new life but remain discontent, grumbling and anxious. Forgive us for
not sharing in the Good News. Forgive us when we find it more comfortable to
worry and complain than to risk the joy and encouragement of new life in Christ.
Call us back to Your ways, O God, to seek hope and reconciliation, restoration
and peace. In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray. Amen.
Christ is Risen! The stone is rolled away, the tomb found empty. Mary calls out,
“I have seen the Lord!” We have seen Christ, too, in every helping hand, in every
heartfelt gift, in every choice to restore life in this world. We are called to this
new life, a life of forgiveness and reconciliation. In Christ, you are forgiven ☩.
Know that God loves you and desires great joy for your life. Lean into the journey of
faith, knowing your Jesus and your church are with you.
Amen.
[The congregation remains standing as able.]

OPENING HYMN – “Be Thou My Vision”

[Text/Tune Copyright Holder: Public Domain]

[ELW 793, all verses.]

[Please remain standing.]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you
promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered
by your Spirit we may love one another and the world you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

[The congregation may sit.]

THE FIRST READING – Acts 16:9-15
9
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia
pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he
had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being
convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.
11

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following
day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district
of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On
the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there
was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had
gathered there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening
to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE SECOND READING – Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5
10
And in the spirit one of the angels carried me away to a great, high mountain and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
22
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is
its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of
the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there
will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.

27

But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or
falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
22:1
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street
of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night;
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will
reign forever and ever.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[Please stand as you are able.]

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 14:23-29
Glory to you, O Lord.
23

Jesus answered Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will keep my word, and
my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you
hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.
25
“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going
away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going
to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this
before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ
[The congregation may sit.]

THE SERMON – “Open Hearts”

Pastor Marc A. Stutzel

MUSICAL OFFERING – “If God Is For Us”

[Virtual Choir]

[Please stand as you are able.]

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

[The congregation may sit.]

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.
God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work.
Guide bishops, Elizabeth and Tracie, all pastors, deacons, and committed members
of the body of Christ in their visioning, partnership, and planning. Surround us with
your peace.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and
gardeners who are beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the
goodness of creation to feed all living things.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. Give those who lead,
especially Joseph, the President, Philip, NJ's governor, Holly, Robert, and DeAnne,
our NJ state legislators, a mindfulness of who is truly in need. When those in power
seek to assert dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to
your humble authority.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace, especially. . .
Jon Acito, Steve Albert, Anthony C., Sue Bachstetter, Ashley Becker, Brody,
Jim Christensen, Dan and Pat Cedar, Cheryl Damilatis, Ava Marie Fego,
Tina Walsh Fego, Jackson Fehr, Irina Franzen, Dot Haslun, Mae Hulburt,
Tanjya Keiffer, Tom Kirby, Laura, Rich Markert, Richard, Ruben Moreno,
Eileen Paul, Faye Rekosik, Ken Ritter, Lorraine Sadlon, Jim Sallo, Lata Sharma,
Alice Sheer, Danielle and Matthew Skutnik, Miriam and Earl Valder
Create places filled with hospitality where hurting people find your loving presence
and wholeness.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist
people experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all
marginalized people. Accomplish your will through their efforts.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our
baptism and welcome others into the communion of saints. As we give thanks to
God for the gift of baptism, let us remember and give thanks for the more than one
million of our neighbors near and far who died in this pandemic.
For all who have died: receive them into the arms of your mercy, grant them
eternal peace. May light perpetual shine upon them.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For those who have lost partners, children, parents, and family members: be with
them in their grief that they may not be overwhelmed by their loss but have
confidence in your goodness and strength to meet the days ahead.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For those who have lost friends and neighbors: in their loneliness, be their
consolation. In their anxiety, be their hope. In their fear, be their comfort.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For calm amidst the storm: as the waves toss our boat, remind us to not be afraid,
for even the winds and the seas obey you.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, that even as we mourn those who have died, we do
not grieve without hope. For in Christ Jesus, you promise that even as we pass
through the waters, they shall not overwhelm us. Rather, we will be together at
your river of life.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER [Based on work by Rev. Carol Penner.]
Let us pray. God of great gifts: This morning we give you praise, we give you glory,
we give you thanks! With resurrection humming in our hearts, our minds are tuned to
your song of peace! We joyfully present the gifts we donated online, mailed to the
church, placed in the offering plate, and lived out through the acts of love we
intentionally do every day. May they be joined together into a harmony of hope for
your kingdom come!
Amen.
THE PEACE
I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in your sacred space.
Send a blessing, wishing that the peace of Christ may be with them.
Let us now think about all who are worshipping in the sanctuary, online, via
conference call, or at a different time than right now. In our hearts, let’s send to your
entire faith community a blessing and wish that the peace of Christ may be with them.
Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, friends,
neighbors, and to the entire world. With God’s help, our hearts are big enough to extend
peace that far. Let us embody the peace of Christ after we leave this place today.
DIALOGUE

[Please stand as you are able.]

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and across phone lines, social
media, and the internet – let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus, you
are welcomed and loved.
[The congregation may sit.]

HOLY COMMUNION
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink.
When space is available at the rail, please come forward to kneel or stand.
Please space yourselves generously along the rail.
Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),
followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups.
Children and all who have not received First Communion can request a blessing.
For those joining at home or in your seats, we invite you to commune yourself
when Pastor Marc is served at the end.]

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
[The following song is sung by the congregation during the distribution of Holy Communion.]

COMMUNION SONG – “Shall We Gather at the River”

[ELW 423, all verses.]

[Song continues on the following page.]

[Text, Tune and Arrangement Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A-715430 All rights reserved.]
[Please stand as you are able.]

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the
new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this
table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in
Jesus’ name.
Amen.

[Please remain standing.]

SENDING SONG — “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

[ELW 631, verses 1-3.]

[Song continues on the following page.]

[Text and Music Copyright Holder: Public Domain.]

BLESSING
The God of all Creation:
of oceans and lakes,
of prairie dogs and moose,
of spring rains and winter squalls,
of quasars and neutron stars,
bless, keep, and strengthen you and all Creation
today, tomorrow, and always.
In the name of the ☩ Triune God.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Christ is risen. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A SPECIAL HELLO TO EVERYONE ATTENDING CLC TODAY FOR THE FIRST TIME. We are
blessed by your presence and pray you will be blessed in this space. We'd love to
stay in contact with you throughout the week. If you wish, fill out the orange card
("We're glad you're here!) in the back of the pew in front of you. You can also
reach out to Pastor Marc any time. His business card with contact information is
available where you picked up this bulletin or you may speak to him after worship.
AED: If a medical emergency occurs and an AED is needed, one is located in the
red bag on top of the church mailboxes next to the church office and choir room.
A MASK over the nose and mouth and social distancing today is highly
recommended at all times except to take the sacrament.
HOLY COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES: For those worshipping in the sanctuary today,
we invite you to come forward, spread along the rail to receive communion, the
host and an individual communion cup. For those who prefer communion in your
seats, individual wafers and cups are available on the table in the Narthex.

ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS by reading these appointed
selections this week in preparation for next Sunday, May 29, Acts 16: 16-34
Psalm 97; Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26.
PINK PRAYER CARDS: If you are in the sanctuary, you may write names for prayer on a
pink card from the pew rack in front of you and placed on altar rail. Prayer requests
can also be posted on our Facebook and YouTube Page. To add a name to our
printed prayer list write “Prayer List” on the card or on your online comment. Please
be sure this prayer request is approved by the person for whom we are praying.
“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!” Our Prayer Chain is available for daily prayer for anyone.
Contact the church office with concerns/celebrations.
ALTAR FLOWERS TODAY are given by Mary Zeigler to the glory of God.
RED GERANIUMS FOR DAY OF PENTECOST: Geraniums to decorate the altar on June 5
are on sale @$9.00 each. You may still pick up an envelope from the Narthex
table, complete it and return to the church office. You may take your purchased
geranium(s) home following the 10:30 am worship service on June 5.

ASSISTING UKRAINE: If you would like to make a financial donation, Lutheran Disaster
Response is patterning with local churches in Ukraine and the surrounding area.
100% of your financial gift will go to supporting those in need. You can learn more
by visiting https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response.
OFFERINGS FOR TODAY may be left in offering plate at sanctuary entrance,
paid online at www.clc4u.com/give, or mailed to the church office. You
can also scan the QR code with your phone and be directed to our
online giving page (will open a webpage from eservicepayments. com).
ASSISTING MINISTERS TODAY:
9:00 am:
Musician: David Scance
10:30 am

Musician: Argine Safari
Reader: Kim Kearns
Altar Guild: Dot Dohrmann
WORSHIP SCHEDULE TODAY
SANCTUARY, ONLINE AND STREAMING

9:00 am Worship with Holy Communion and contemporary music
10:30am Worship with Holy Communion and organ-led music
Monday, MAY 23
Tuesday, May 24

8:00 pm Chancel Choir Zoom rehearsal (note date change)
10:00 am Knit OneCrochetToo

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 29 – SANCTUARY, ONLINE AND STREAMING
10:00 am One Worship service with Holy Communion
LOOKING AHEAD:
Monday, May 30

Church Office closed in honor of Memorial Day

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel
Director of Music: Argine Safari
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net

Share with us at clc4u.com
facebook.com/clc4u
instagram.com/clc4u
Worship on Sundays:
9:00am Worship—Contemporary Music
10:30am Worship—Organ-Led Music

