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PASTOR’S NOTE

I’m writing this note late at night on Tuesday, April 30th. The kids are finally in bed, 
lighting is flashing overhead, and the Colorado Avalanche playoff hockey game is in 
the background. One of my cats is begging for attention and the dog keeps coming 
over wondering what all the meowing is all about. It’s been a busy few days at the 
church. The Opsal hall is filled to the brim with toys, sporting equipment, George 
Foreman grills, and owl-shaped lamps. The Sonshine/library is full of books, DVDs, 
and jewelry. Mitchell Commons has every Christmas linen you could possibly ever 
need and the playroom by the sanctuary has more shoes than a DSW store. Today 
was technically the last day items could be dropped off at the sale and I’m not sure 
if we could squeeze anything in the building if someone breaks the rules by 
bringing more stuff on Wednesday.


I hope we can find a bit of room, though, since I’ll be one of those bringing 
additional stuff to the church. People in my town know about our sale and often 
drop stuff off at my home to bring up to the church. The back of my minivan is 
filled with books, bags, games, and toys. And since I let people know the 30th was 
the last day to bring stuff to me, they stopped by my home even after night fell. 
Many of these people have been donating (and shopping) at the sale for years 
though some are brand new. And it’s always fun seeing their eyes light up when I 
tell them how Trash and Treasure doesn’t support our church budget. This is an 
experience I’ve seen over and over again as volunteers let others know what this 
sale is all about. They love hearing how their donation (and all their future 
purchases) will fight food insecurity in our area and bring hope to those living 
through all kinds of disasters. CLC-Women have done an incredible job faithfully 
using the funds raised from this sale to change people’s lives. This is what makes 
our sale a bit distinctive and something we should share with everyone we know.


Jesus knows we cannot do all things or be all things. We are, instead, an assembly 
of people with God-given gifts to help us live into our God-given callings. Our 
stories, our experiences, and our journey with God makes each of us a distinctive 
part of the body of Christ. And that distinctiveness is how we let the others know 
how world-changing the love of Christ can be. When we share what makes us 
distinctive, we expand people’s perception of what following Jesus looks like. And 
while our distinctiveness will evolve and change as the people who call CLC their 
spiritual home grow and change too, the call to share that distinctiveness remains. 
We can let others know who we are - not to brag and boast but to show others 
what is possible with God.


	 	 	 	 	 Blessed to be part of the church with you,  Pastor Marc




REMINDER: DORIS CROUSE’S RETIREMENT


As we recently shared, April 12th was Doris’ last day working as the parish 
administrator at CLC. A special luncheon will be held on Sunday, May 19th. There 
will be one worship that day at 10 am with the luncheon immediately following. 
Letters were sent out in early April describing what the event would look like. If 
you have any questions or comments, please speak to Pastor Marc or Kim Kearns. 
We’re looking forward to seeing you on the 19th! 


TRASH AND TREASURE SALE!


It’s almost here! Volunteers have been working hard to 
make this year’s sale a success. The final day to donate 
items to the sale was April 30th though we will take 
furniture pieces through the end of the week. On May 
4th, doors will be open from 8:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. If you 
can volunteer at the sale, we would love to have you. Even if it’s only for 30 
minutes or an hour, your presence will make a difference. And if you’re busy during 
the day, come at the end of the sale to clean up. Feel free to contact the church 
office if you have any questions and tell your friends about this amazing event. 


GROWING IN GENEROSITY




Feeding Your Neighbors One Yellow Squash at a Time: Can 
you believe it’s almost time for another season of the 
Genesis Garden? After raising over 600 lbs. of produce last 
year (which was amazing after a freak storm damaged a lot 
of our plants), we are hoping for an even more bountiful 
year! The produce raised will be donated to the Tri-Boro 
Food Pantry in Park Ridge. The Genesis Garden team is now 
looking for volunteers who can help make this project 
happen. We typically meet once a week to plant, pick and 
tend the garden. This outdoor activity is great for families 
with kids and teenagers. If you're looking to help make a difference in your 
community, contact Tom Kearns at tkearnsnj@gmail.com for more information or 
to sign-up.  




2024 NEW JERSEY SYNOD ASSEMBLY

HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING?


On May 11th, our entire New Jersey ELCA community 
will gather for our 36th annual Synod assembly. We will 
meet to discuss our shared ministry throughout the 
state. Voting delegates and clergy from the 146 
congregations that make up the synod will gather at the 
Grounds for Sculpture. Pastor Marc and Bill Hoenigmann 
will attend as voting members from CLC and Carla 
Hoenigmann will attend as a member of the NJ Synod 
Council. 


The agenda includes a discussion of the NJ Synod’s budget, election of new 
members to serve on the Synod Council, election of voting members to the 2025 
Churchwide Assembly, as well as conversation around 2 resolutions. The 
resolutions are for the synod to create a task force the help congregations engage 
with people who are currently incarcerated or have been recently released as well 
as a call for a ceasefire in the Holy Land. The entire bulletin of reports can be found 
here: www.njsynod.org/bulletin-of-reports.


On Thursday, May 9th, pre-assembly workshops will take place online. These 
workshops are open to everyone and include a discussion of the 2025 spending 
plan, Pastor Bridget Gautieri discussing ministry at the Wittenberg Center in 
Germany, a workshop on congregational generosity, as well as hearing from leaders 
starting new churches in New Jersey. More information about these workshops can 
be found here: https://www.njsynod.org/assembly-workshops.


A full report from the Synod Assembly will appear in next month’s edition of The 
Messenger. 


CHURCH MOUSE

If you have any news you’d like to share with your church community, send a note 
to Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) with “church mouse” in the subject line.




THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION - MAY 9 




The 40th day after Easter is one of the important dates in 
our church calendar. We, together, celebrate, remember, 
and wonder what it means to follow a Jesus who 
ascended into heaven. We describe big holidays in our 
calendar as feast days - with the major ones including 
Easter and Christmas. The Ascension, though, is the major 
feast day we don’t always pay attention to. We hear in 
the gospels how Jesus, after the Resurrection, appeared 
in a variety of ways to convince people of God’s power. 
He let them know how they were known, valued, and how God’s promise extends 
beyond the bounds of our earthly lives. These stories have Jesus appearing and re-
appearing in a futuristic way that feels like science fiction. But Jesus’ actions have a 
purpose as he speak to people who want to know what comes next. Jesus’ journey 
to heaven was, I think, a way to show how the fullness of Jesus’ story, God the 
Father’s story, and the Holy Spirit’s story, were One. Jesus’ experience in our world 
was not just a fun field trip for the creator of the universe. Jesus’ story, instead, 
integrated all of creation into the fullness of the divine. Jesus lived and continues 
to live which is why he invites us into a fuller kind of life too. The Ascension is 
Jesus’ action plan for all of us who will now experience him in a few and different 
way. His message to his disciples is simply wait here. You will receive power to be 
witnesses throughout the whole earth. You will receive a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know God. You will receive an inheritance. You will know 
hope. You, the church, are Christ Jesus’ body, even as his body disappears from 
sight. 


The Ascension is like a holy game of tag in which Jesus tags followers, saying, 
“You’re it. Now, you’re me in the world.” These are the words that gather us in 
worship as we wait for promises that are partially made real today. As we dip 
fingers in the font, we touch promises. We’re a part of Christ’s family. As we meet 
at the table, we taste promises. We become Christ’s body. And as we will 
experience on Pentecost, we will go out to bring together, inspire, and make Jesus’ 
love real in our world. As we come to know him and the hope to which he has 
called us to, may we have open minds, enlightened hearts, and be clothed with 
power from on high to show people how who our Ascended Savior truly is. 


Adapted from SundaysandSeasons.org




YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES


An Update from the Finance Committee At the start of April, our total income 
was $63,823, and our expenses were $78,502. Both were a bit better than our 
plan through the first 3 months of the year. Our expenses in March were a little 
higher compared to last year because our insurance bill was paid in March of 
this year and was paid in April in 2023. We are not using any of our temporarily 
restricted funds to fund our operating costs.


Ricci Foundation: At press time, we have not received any reports from the 
Ricci Foundation Trustees reporting when the 2023 distribution will be 
earmarked to beneficiaries.


The Care Committee’s mission is to care for Christ Lutheran Church and the       
surrounding community. The Committee will meet in the Sonshine/Library 
room on Wednesday, May 8th, at 10:00 am.


Knit One Crochet Too: Do you wannabe knitting or crocheting? Join us at CLC 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, 10:00 am. Supplies and instructions 
are available. Work on something for one of the church projects or make 
something for yourself. All skill levels welcome! See you on May 14th and May 
28th at 10:00 am.  


Soccer Shots will be using our field through June: Soccer Shots is a local 
organization that teachers the game of soccer to kids 2 and up. They had such a 
great time using our fields last spring they filled 3 classes to meet at CLC on 
Saturdays. We can’t wait to see these soccer stars playing on the pitch in the years 
to come. 


Online Calendar on our Website: For a long time, a large wall calendar hanging in 
the church office was used to share when certain meetings were happening in the 
building. We are transitioning to an online calendar listed on our website 
(www.clc4u.com). If you are the head of a committee or part of a group that meets 
at the church, please let Pastor Marc know the date and times you will be meeting 
as well as the room you’ll be in. The online calendar will serve as our master 
calendar moving forward. Contact the office (clc4u@verizon.net) to get your event 
on the calendar.




Property Committee Update: Brian Conboy, Jim Drobinske, Tom Kearns, and the 
entire Property Committee have been busy! The outside wall by the Sonshine/
Library facing the sanctuary has been repainted. The women’s restroom in the 
Narthex has new toilets and a painted ceiling. And be aware the men’s room in 
Opsal will be renovated starting on May 6th.


WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!


Two Worships on Sunday (May 5th and 12th) at 9:00 am and 10:30 am: At 9:00 am, 
worship is approximately 45 minutes long and uses contemporary guitar-led Christian 
music to share the gospel. David Scance leads the music. At 10:30 am, worship is led by 
the organ and supported often by our Chancel Choir. Argine Safari leads the music for 
this worship.


Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on 

Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live , YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u 


and our website www.clc4u.com


If you would like to listen over the phone, dial 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship, 
enter the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:30 am worship, enter meeting 
id: 827 672 730 and then #. For both worships, hit # to ignore participant id and enter 
password 195901. 


Worship on May 19th: There will be only one worship service on Sunday, May 19th, at 
10:00 am. We will have a celebratory luncheon for Doris Crouse after worship. If you 
will be calling into worship, use the information for our regular 10:30 am worship.


Worship on Memorial Day Weekend: There will be only one worship service at 10:00 
am on Sunday, May 26th. If you will be calling into worship, use the information for our 
regular 10:30 am worship.


Red Geraniums for Pentecost: Geraniums to decorate the altar 
on May 19th are on sale through this Tuesday, May 7 @ $8.00 
each. You may pick up an envelope from the Narthex table and 
return to place your order. Geraniums will be taken home 
following worship on the 19th.




Ushers: We have been blessed by several visitors at church over the last few months. In 
the spirit of being a welcoming community, we’re relaunching our usher program. 
Volunteers will sign up to pass out bulletins and help coordinate communion at the rail. 
Please contact the church office (clc4u2@verizon.net or 201-391-4224) if you would be 
willing to serve. 


Can You Help Setup the Altar for Worship? The Altar guild is down to a handful of 
members and needs your help. Even if you can only setup (or clean up), that would 
be a big help. Please speak to Dot Dohrmann or Pastor Marc.


KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE!



T&T Signs: At our Trash and Treasure Sale, the signs letting 
you know where the money raised has gone to were the 
decorated by our Sunday School students! It’s one of the 
ways everyone pitches in to make the sale a success.


Sunday School meets on May 5th: We’re wrapping up our 
journey through the Lord’s Prayer. Our two separate 
classes (readers and non-readers) will meet on May 5th. A 
special end of year event will take place in early June.


Bible Study: Our Wednesday Bible Study is now digging 
through Jesus’ prayer book: the book of Psalms. We 
typically meet on Wednesdays at 11 am but our schedule does change. Let Pastor 
Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) know if you plan to attend so he can keep you in 
the loop if the schedule changes.


Register Your Child for an Unforgettable Summer Experience at Cross Roads: 
Cross Roads is a unique summer camp nestled in the beautiful mountains of New 
Jersey (about 90 minutes from CLC), offering a wide range of activities and 
programs for children of all ages. At Cross Roads, your child will have the 
opportunity to explore nature, build new friendships, and create lifelong 
memories. The beautiful campus boasts 250 acres of natural beauty, including a 
swimming pool, hiking trails and wooded areas. You can learn more by clicking 
here: www.crossroadsretreat.com/summer-camp/ or picking up a copy of their 
Spring newsletter the next time you are at church. If you do, see if you can spot 
someone from CLC in the pictures!




COMMUNITY EVENTS & NEWS


Woodcliff Lake Springfest: After you shop our annual Trash and Treasure Sale on 
May 4th, why not stop by the Centennial Causeway for Woodcliff Lake’s Springiest. 
It will take place from 12 pm to 7 pm with all kinds of fun like food trucks, craft 
vendors, live music, and more.


Bergen County Alternatives to Domestic Violence - Parent Workshop: On May 8th 
at 7 pm, learn how to recognize and address teen dating violence. Did you know 
that approximately 1 in 3 young people will be in an abusive or unhealthy 
relationship? That young people ages 16-24 experience the highest rate of 
relationship violence? And that abusive or violent behavior often begins between 
6th and 12th grade? Hosted by Hills Valley Coalition, this online workshop will 
empower you to help victims and stop perpetuating dating violence. Learn more by 
visiting facebook.com/HillsValleyCoalitionProudToBeStigmaFree. 


Tri-Boro Memorial Day Parade: Montvale, Park Ridge, & Woodcliff Lake will host 
the annual Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 27. It will start at the Montvale 
Fire Department and end at the Woodcliff Lake Fire Department. Pastor Marc will 
lead prayers at Veterans Park in Park Ridge at 9 am with the official kick-off of the 
parade taking place at 10:30 am. 


Update from Camp Koinonia We recently received some news from Camp 
Koinonia about what’s up at Highland Lake, NY (www.koinoniany.org). Here are a 
few highlights: 


• Capital Campaign Gifts and pledges are, as of April 5, $1,513,665.82. Total 
amount received since 2020 is $1,208,258.75.


• Camp Koinoina’s first Alumni weekend will take place on Memorial Day 
Weekend for folks who worked at the camp during its 60 years of existence. 


• The showers in the conference center are being updated and replaced. 13 
were completed as of April 12. 


• Renovations on the 2 family cabin have begun. The kitchen is being 
expanded to better serve visitors.


• The Spring Women’s retreat was a big success. In response, a summer 
women’s retreat centered on Mary Magdalene will take place June 7-9.


• Nearly 50% of the summer Nature Camp for local kids is already filled. 

• Learn more by joining their email list. Visit www.koinoniany.org/contact-us 

to sign-up.




TWO THEMES FOR EASTER


Easter, like Christmas, is more than one day: it is a season. It would be impossible to 
condense what God has done to something as small as a single day. One of the 
resources Pastor Marc has been meditating on this Easter is “The Last Week” by 
Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan. The following quote comes from the end 
of book. If this interests you, copies are available in the Bergen County Library 
system. Get to know your local library! Woodcliff Lake residents can discover their 
options by visiting wclnj.com/departments/library.


Two themes run through these stories that sum up the central meanings of Easter. 
The first, in a concise phrase,  is Jesus lives. He continues to be experienced after 
his death, though in a radically new way. He is no longer a figure of flesh and 
blood, confined to time and space, but a reality who can enter locked rooms, 
journey with followers without being recognized, be experienced in both Galilee 
and Jerusalem, vanish in the moment of recognition, and abide with his followers 
always, “to the end of the age.” 


Together, the appearance stories in the gospels make explicit what is promised in 
Mark: “You will see him.” They underline the parabolic meaning of Mark’s story of 
the empty tomb: Jesus is not among the dead, but among the living….He is a figure 
of the present, not simply of the past.


…the truth of the affirmation “Jesus lives” is grounded in the experience of 
Christians throughout the centuries. Not all Christians have had such an 
experience. It is not essential. To quote from one of John’s Easter stories, “Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet believe.” But some Christians to the present 
day have experienced Jesus as a living reality. For us, this is the experiential ground 
of the first of the central Easter affirmations: Jesus continues to be and to operate. 
The spirit, the present, his followers knew in him before his death continues to be 
known. Jesus lives. 


To state the second affirmation of the Easter stories in an equally concise phrase: 
God has vindicated Jesus. God has said “yes” to Jesus and “no” to the powers who 
executed him…In the words of the earliest and most widespread post-Easter 
affirmation about Jesus in the New Testament, Jesus is Lord. And if Jesus is Lord, 
the lords of this world are not. Easter affirms that the domination systems of this 
world are not of God and that they do not have the final word. 




2024 May 2024
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 

T&T Work Day 
2 pm - 8 pm

2 

T&T Work 
Day 

11 am - 6 pm

3

T&T 
Work 
Day 

11 am - 
6 pm

4

T&T Sale!

8 am - 12, 

1 pm - 4 pm 

5    

Worship 
9 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 
9:45 am

6 7 8 

Care Committee   
10 am 

Choir Rehearsal 
4:30 pm

9 10 11 

NJ Synod 
Assembly

12   

Worship 
9 am & 10:30 am 

13 

Finance 
Committee 

8 pm

14 

Knit 
One, 

Crochet 
Too! 

10 am

15 

Bible Study  
11 am 

Choir Rehearsal 
4:30 pm

16 

Church 
Council 
7:30 pm

17 18  

19 
Pentecost 

One Worship 
10 am 

Celebration  
Luncheon for  
Doris Crouse 
After Worship 

20 21 22 

Bible Study  
11 am 

Choir Rehearsal 
4:30 pm

23 24 25 

26 

One Worship 
10 am 

Memorial Day  
Weekend

27 

Tri-Boro 
Memorial 

Day  
Parade 

10:30 am

28 

Knit 
One, 

Crochet 
Too! 

10 am

29 

Bible Study  
11 am 

Choir Rehearsal 
4:30 pm

30 31
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