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PASTOR’S NOTE

We're in the middle of a season that showed up way more than | expected. Even
though the dates for Easter can be calculated years in advance, | mentally assume
it will come in the middle of April. To me, this holy event appears when flowers are
blooming, buds are appearing on trees, and I’'m panicking since | forgot to sign-up
my kids for summer camp. Easter is a sign we are transitioning into something new.
But during years like this one, when Easter appears in the month of March, this
transition feels incomplete since winter is still here.

The season of Lent, | think, is a season devoted to transitions. It begins by noticing
Jesus’ transition from living his life in the background of history before being
baptized and propelled into a public ministry that mattered for the entire world.
We joined the disciples as they began to recognize Jesus as something more than a
religious teacher. And we witnessed the change within Jesus’ own community
since unexpected people kept showing up to discover what God’s love in the world
actually looks like. Holy Week is also when we journey with Jesus as he moves
through the through the transition of life, death, and into the promise of the future
chapter God has already written. Lent is about a transition from who we are and
into who God knows we can be which is something we live into each and everyday.

Transitions, in my experience, come in many shapes and sizes. Some transitions fill
us with incredible joy while others are full of grief and sorrow. We honor the
transitions we can prepare for while giving ourselves the grace needed for the
transitions we can’t. And while | wish all our transitions were full of hope and love,
some transitions are ones that can only be held in the ever loving arms of God. As
we transition from Lent to Easter, winter to spring, one part of our life to another, |
pray that you remember how - no matter what - you are a beloved child of God.
You do not live through these transitions on your own; you are with the One who
lived, died, and rose for you. You are not defined by the most terrible transition
that happened to you. You are, rather, defined by Jesus Christ who will always carry
you through.

Blessed to be part of the church with you,
Pastor Marc



STAFF TRANSITION: DORIS CROUSE’S RETIREMENT

For over 35 years, Doris Crouse has served professionally, faithfully, and humbly as
the parish administrator of CLC. Her love of Jesus has only been matched by her
love for all of you. We have all benefited from her due diligence in crossing the t’s
and dotting the i’s necessary for us to be the community God has called us to be.
Doris’ retirement will officially commence on April 12th. We will miss her being in
the office but will continue to sing with her in worship and support the many
additional ministry projects she has shepherded over the years.

You are welcome to attend a luncheon in her honor on Sunday, May 19th after
worship. An invite with all the details will be sent out at a later date. We request
that you RSVP once you receive the invite so that we can plan accordingly.

YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES

An Update from the Finance Committee At the start of February, our total
income was $19,035, and our expenses were $24,229. Both were around where
we expected. Just a reminder that financial numbers in our printed newsletter
are typically a month behind because it takes a week to ten days to finalize our
monthly reports.

The Care Committee’s mission is to care for Christ Lutheran Church and the
surrounding community. During the rest of Lent, please enjoy a special coffee hour
after each worship. Coffee and tasty treats (bagels, coffee cake, fruit, and more)
will be available for you to enjoy as well as offerings crafted by Knit One, Crochet
Too. A free will offering will be collected to support ELCA World Hunger and a local
food pantry. We raised over $175 on the first Sunday in Lent! Learn more about the
Committee by sticking around after worship and joining our next meeting on
March 13th, at 10:00 am.

Knit One Crochet Too: Do you wannabe knitting or crocheting? Join us at CLC on
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, 10:00 am. Supplies and Instructions are
available. Work on something for one of the church projects or make something for
yourself. All skill levels welcome! See you on March 12th and the 26th at 10:00 am.



TRASH AND TREASURE IS COMING!

Christ Lutheran Women will hold our annual Trash and Treasure
sale on Saturday, May 4. Get ready to part with your best “trash”
knowing it will be turned into “treasures” for others.

Donation drop-off to Opsal Room entrance begins Sunday, April
14, and ends Tuesday, April 30. If you are bringing donations April
14, please come between 9 am-12 pm. If you are bringing
donations April 15-19th, please come 9:30 am-3 pm so someone
can let you into the building.

We will collect and sell housewares, toys, holiday items, books, small furniture items,
sporting goods, tools, and clothing accessories, like scarves, pocketbooks, belts,
jewelry and shoes. No other clothing will be accepted. We will post a more complete
list of what we will be collecting next month.

Proceeds from the sale benefit local and world-wide ministries, as well as ministries
within our church. Last year our sale raised over $11,000 for these ministries. We are
able to have successful Trash and Treasure sales year after year due to God’s blessings
on this ministry and generous donations of goods and volunteer hours from our
congregation and friends.

We will begin working on the sale on Friday, April 19th and will post a schedule of
work days in the Narthex, Sunday bulletin and weekly newsletter. There’s a job for all
talents and abilities, and it’s lots of fun working together, so please join us!

If you would like our Trash and Treasure sale to be a continued success, are curious
how the sale works or have new ideas on how to improve the sale, please attend a
brief organizational meeting on Sunday, March 10 at 11:30 am in the Opsal Room.

Hope to see you then!

The Christ Lutheran Church Women



GROWING IN GENEROSITY

Knit 1 Crochet Too! Blankets, Hats, and More for
Foster Kids: Bergen CASA (Court Appointed Special
Advocates) is a non-profit organization that supports
children from birth to 21 who have experienced
severe neglect or abuse. In 2019, over 50% were
children of color and over 30% were Latinx. Lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ)
young people are over-represented in foster care,
where they are more likely to experience
discrimination, abuse, neglect and the risk of harm.
Bergen CASA advocates for each individual child in
foster care so they have access to the services,
education, and opportunities to help them thrive. Nancy Ulanday and Debbie Louis
recently delivered over a 100 hats, gloves, and blankets the Knit 1, Crochet Too
group created. These will go to the 86 kids Bergen CASA is currently working with.
This is what living out God’s love looks like!

Souper Bowl Sunday Sponsored by the Care Committee: This year’s Souper Bowl
of Caring was amazing! The kids in Sunday School helped to count the 243 cans you
donated for the Tri-Boro Food Pantry in Park Ridge. We also raised over $250 in
pocket change to support the work of the Center for Food Action based in
Englewood. Thank you for making a difference in the lives of all our neighbors.

Church World Service Blanket Fund: Church World Service (CWS) is a Christian
organization started in 1946 in the aftermath of the second world war. Their
mission is to feed the hungry and help those in need. Their work continues today.
One way they do that is by providing a simple waterproof blanket to those fleeing
floods, violence, and more. For those who had to leave everything behind, a simple
blanket shows how they are not alone. The blankets come in two styles (fleece and
wool) so that CWS can respond to folks living in a variety of climates. Last fall, our
Care Committee invited you to donate funds to support CWS’s work. They raised
over $687 dollars which will go to provide 68 blankets to people in need. Thank
you for your generosity!



WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!

HOLY WEEK

5  PALMSUNDAY-MARCH24  EASTERSUNDAY  _ Bl
» 9:00 am & 10:30 am MARCH 31 | =S, |
9:00 am an Easter fire! r
MAUNDY THURSDAY- MARCH 28 10:30 am with choir
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%o 12 noon (chapel space) & 7:30 pm

Devotion for Lent: It’s never too late to tend to your relationship with God. Gathered
into One provides daily devotions through the Resurrection of Our Lord/Vigil of Easter
(traditionally known as Holy Saturday). Devotions begin with an evocative image and
a brief passage from First Corinthians. The apostle Paul writes this letter to the church
in Corinth after hearing of quarreling and divisions among the people. He teaches the
Corinthians that each person has a unique set of gifts from the Holy Spirit, given for
the common good, and reminds them that the church is the body of Christ, joined
together with one bread, one cup, one baptism, one God, and one Spirit. Copies are
available at the church or contact the office to have one mailed to you.

Two Worships on Sunday at 9:00 am and 10:30 am: At 9:00 am, worship is
approximately 45 minutes long and uses contemporary guitar-led Christian music to
share the gospel. David Scance leads the music. At 10:30 am, worship is led by the
organ and supported by our Chancel Choir. Argine Safari leads the music for this
worship.

Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on
Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u
and our website www.clc4u.com

If you would like to listen over the phone, dial 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship,
enter the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:30 am worship, enter meeting
id: 827 672 730 and then #. For both worships, hit # to ignore participant id and enter
password 195901. Note: for our evening worships during holy week, please use the
10:30 am information to listen over the phone.



KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE!

Sunday School meets March 10th and 24th: We're
continuing our journey through the Lord’s Prayer. We'll
meet twice in March on the 10th and 24th. We have
two separate classes - one for non-readers and another
one for readers but we begin every session as a group
in the sanctuary at 9:45 am.

Bible Study on Exodus: will continue throughout the month of March. We meet on
Wednesdays at 11 am. Let Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) know if you plan
to attend so he can keep you in the loop if the schedule changes.

PROPERTY WORK DAYS

It’s time for a little spring cleaning at CLC: It takes all of us to create and maintain
the space we use to make a difference in the world. Our property team is planning
for two major work days to prepare for Easter, Trash and Treasure, and Beyond.
We’ll spruce up the sanctuary space starting at 10 am on Thursday, March 21st.
WEe’'ll plan to meet on Saturday, April 13th, to take care of the outdoor space. Many
hands make light work and so please let the church office (201-391-4224 or
clc4u2@verizon.net) if you can participate.

ALTAR FLOWERS

Fresh flowers around the altar is one way we beautify our space for worship every
Sunday. $65 pays for 2 bouquets. You can take these bouquets home or take one
and we’ll deliver the other to a person who could use a little joy at this time. We
have openings for March, April and beyond. You can sign up on the chart of contact
the church office for more information.

REMINDER: MESSENGER SURVEY

We discovered in January 2024 that our printed newsletter, The Messenger, is
often arriving at your home at the end of the month rather than the beginning.
We're in the process of exploring new ways to get this newsletter to you. Please fill
out the following survey at https://www.clc4u.com/MessengerSurvey or let Pastor
Marc know (201-391-4224 or pastormarc@clc4u.com) if you would like The
Messenger mailed to your home, sent to you via email, or if you would like to pick-
up a copy at the church.




CAMP KOINONIA ANNUAL MEETING ROUND-UP

On Sunday February 25, 2024, Pastor Marc, and Tom and Kim Kearns participated
in Camp Koinonia’s annual meeting. Camp Koinonia is an outdoor camp located in
Highland Lake, NY, and we are a founding member.

The mission of Camp Koinonia is to be a place “where God transforms and
prepares people in an outdoor environment to love and serve one another.” The
meeting reflected on the success of 2023. Much of that work was centered on
strengthening the camp’s core values: being spiritually centered, sustainable,
collaborative, inclusive, reconciling, ecologically active. It’s 3 strategic goals for
2023 included increasing operating revenue, re-establishing connections to
member congregations, and launching a $1 million dollar capital campaign.
In 2023, Camp Koinonia raised $125,000 in rental income, $70,000 in fees for
summer camp, and $600,000 in philanthropic gifts. Visitors to the camp were slow
in the first half of the year but grew starting in mid-June. The summer camp (a day
camp) averaged 50 children a week and the three 60th anniversary events in the
fall were very well attended. 19 congregations also booked retreats at the camp in
2023. Camp Koinonia’s board also visited several congregations (including CLC) and
two congregations joining as members of Camp Koinonia. The capital campaign
was also a success, nearing the $1.5 million stretch goal. CLC was one of the two
congregations who completed a drive to support Camp Koinonia’s capital campaign
as well. From a financial perspective, 2023 was a positive year with several
unplanned gifts leading to a financial gain of nearly $190,000.

In 2024, the strategic goals for Camp Koinonia include identifing a staffing structure
for current/future needs, raise operating revenue, and grow the Koinonia
community by retaining current users and attracting new/first-time visitors.
The camp is expecting a deficit budget as it works to attract new visitors to the
camp. You can learn more about the camp by visiting www.koinoniany.org or
speaking to Pastor Marc, Kim and Tom Kearns.




COMMUNITY NEWS

Draft social statement on civic life and faith: How should Lutherans understand
their relationship to civic life — including government — as individuals and as a
church? After three years of study a task force has posted a draft social statement
on civic life and faith. The statement can be viewed by visiting https://
www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Civic-Life-
and-Faith (or by searching at elca.org). Social statements govern church teaching
and policies, support ministries, and serve as discernment tools on social issues for
ELCA members. Between now and Sept. 30 you can give feedback on the draft by
filling out a survey or attending a soon to be scheduled hearing in the NJ Synod.

ELCA World Hunger: A Golden Anniversary For 50

years we have joined together as Lutheran Christians 5 :; §3 Evfrﬁj Hunger
to address the root causes of hunger and poverty

around the world through ELCA World Hunger. Part

of our church’s long tradition of meeting human needs, ELCA World Hunger
testifies to our hope for and commitment to God’s promise of a time when we will
hunger and thirst no more. In 2024 we are commemorating the 50th anniversary
of this ministry. We have made great strides, but once again we face a startling
increase in global hunger. As we reflect on our last 50 years of ministry together,
we know God calls us to respond to the needs of the world now more than ever.

Some of the recent projects ELCA World Hunger has worked on includes
supporting Bethlehem Lutheran, a historic Black church in Oakland, Calif; connect
with its neighborhood. Homelessness, gentrification, and food insecurity are just
some of their challenges. A grant allows the church to connect with people, learn
their stories, and address the issues in their community.

In Austin, Texas, a ministry called Mobile Loaves & Fishes deliver food and clothing
to people who are unhoused. The truck became a source of community that
eventually grew into a 51-acre facility called Community First! Village that provides
affordable housing and supportive services for the chronically unhoused.
The facility also creates working opportunities through a garden known as Genesis
Gardens. The garden grows vegetables, fruit, and even has a flock of chickens.
Produce from the garden feed the community as well as support other food
products like fresh salsa, pesto, and hummus sold at a nearby farmer’s market.
An ELCA World Hunger grant supports the work of the Genesis Gardens as well as
the rest of this ministry in Texas.



ELCA World Hunger is also making a difference worldwide. In a rural area of
eastern Burundi, ELCA World Hunger (as well as the Lutheran World Federation) is
working to support returning refugees seeking employment, land, and a sense of
meaning. A local palm oil production cooperative received an ELCA World Hunger
grant to upgrade their equipment which increased the local community’s income.
Extra workers were hired and the yield increased to the point where members of
the cooperative were able to pay for their families’ medical expenses, housing, and
more.

These are just some of the many stories that show how ELCA World Hunger has
made a difference in the lives of so many people around the world. We continue to
support their work through our benevolence to the NJ Synod, annual Lenten food
drives, participation in the ELCA Good Gifts program, and more.

ELCA RESOURCES

Al and the image of God: The Living Lutheran, an online magazine published by
our denomination (the ELCA), recently interviewed author Levi Checketts an
ethicist and assistant professor of religion and philosophy at Hong Kong Baptist
University. He recently wrote a new book about the role of the church and artificial
intelligence. The book grew out of a conference at Union Theological Seminary in
New York City where he noted how our thoughts about Al are reflected in our own
understanding of ourselves and our neighbors. Professor Checketts is mindful of
how our language, point of view, and technology, can push aside the image of God
if we view our neighbors as “less-than” in someway. You can read that article and
more by visiting www.livinglutheran.org.

Talks at the Desk: Black History isn’t only for February! The African Descent
Ministries of the ELCA just finished posting season 3 of their “Talks at the Desk”
online. You can view them by visiting youtube.com/elca.

Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church: At the 2022 churchwide assembly,
the ELCA church council was directed to explore changing the ELCA’s constitution
and how the church is organized. The ELCA was founded in 1988 by merging three
denominations together. We’re now at the point where our foundational decisions
might no longer fit our current context. Learn more by visiting www.elca.org/crlc.
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