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Pastor’s Message 
On May 18th, Pastor Marc, Mary Zeigler 
and Carla Hoenigmann sat at the Christ 
Lutheran Church tent at Woodcliff 
Lake’s 2nd Annual Pear Blossom 
Festival. Located on the causeway in 
the middle of town, CLC invited 
passersby to do more than learn about 
the church. Instead, we invited them to 
color. Using large posters depicting 
different verses from the Psalms, kids 
and adults of all ages added color to 
these visual representations of God’s 
Word.    Christ Lutheran Church has 
been a part of the community for 60 
years, and we invited people in the 
community to help create art that will 
decorate our chapel space. At one 
point,           Pastor Marc found himself 
coloring with two pre-teen girls and 
their moms. Around the table were 
two Roman Catholics, two Hindus, and a Lutheran pastor coloring with colored 
pencils. We talked about faith (i.e., what’s Lutheran?), our commitment to being 
faith-filled people and our desire to make a difference in the wider community. 
Coloring can be a very meditative and relaxing experience. It invites us to stop, be 
patient and reflect on who (and whose) we are. When we color together, we learn 
about each other. And when we learn about each other, we discover that the Holy 
Spirit is already present, deepening our faith and our commitment to love our 
neighbors as ourselves.  
 As we celebrate this month by welcoming two new voting members via 
Confirmation (Matthaus Thalmann, James Christensen), we invite them to make a 
commitment to pause, reflect and discern their commitment to the One who is 
always committed to them. Let’s give thanks for following a Jesus who knows us so 
well and who helps color in our lines through grace, love, service and hope.  

See you in church! 
Pastor Marc 

 



 
Youth, and Adults: Education and More! 

 

 

Sunday School News 
Our End of the Year Celebration for Sunday School will take place June 2nd at      
9:45 am. Come and celebrate the end of an amazing year spending time with Jesus 
and each other.  

 

Confirmation  
We’re having two confirmation celebrations this June!       
On June 2nd, Matthaus Thalmann will be confirmed during 
the 10:30 am worship. On June 9th, James Christensen will 
also be confirmed during the 10:30 am worship.               
Both completed a two year program to spend intentional 
time with their faith.  We are grateful to God for raising up 

these two as members of the body of Christ, and we look forward to celebrating 
their assumption of leader responsibilities in Christ’s church.  
 
 

Is That Poop On My Arm?  

 Parenting While Christian 
Interested in talking about the Christian faith but 
from the comfort of your own home? Pastor Marc     
is starting to put together an online group that 
would meet online after the kids have gone to bed.      
Geared towards parents with small kids, the first 
group would read through Is that Poop on My Arm? 
Parenting while Christian by Justin Lind-Ayres.         
Let Pastor Marc know if you want to participate 
(pastormarc@clc4u.com)! 
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Vacation Bible School: August 12-15, 2019  

 Register now!  

It's time to get ready for Vacation Bible School. 
Our theme this year is: 
To Mars and Beyond! 

 
Glory to God - who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by 
God's power at work within us!  
  
One small step for your kids. . .one giant leap for God's Kingdom! 
 
Blast off with the first VBS to land on Mars! Kids will discover the wonders of God's 
universe. They'll become voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where 
God's power can take them. Beginning in your Assembly area-an outpost on Mars-
they'll lift off to distant planets on special missions to collect power sources.    
Along the way, they'll learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that 
God is always with them too. Add to the adventure with out-of-this-world fun, 
learning and timeless Bible stories that inspire kids to give glory to God, who is 
able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine! 
 
Register Online at https://www.myvbs.org/CLCVBS/.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.myvbs.org/CLCVBS/


Growing in Generosity 
 

Come, Grow with Us: Genesis Garden   
For over 30 years, we have provided 
hundreds of pounds of fresh produce to 
The Center for Food Action in Englewood, 
NJ, summer into fall so that Bergen 

County families can supplement their meals. Last year 1250 lbs. of tomatoes, 
beans, cucumbers, egg plants and more were donated to CFA. It takes a team of 
dedicated volunteers to plant, tend, harvest and deliver this life-giving food.     
Kick-off for the Genesis Garden will begin soon. Watch for emailed details.  To be 
on the Genesis Garden mailing list, contact Jim and Ann Christensen at 
jimnchrist@aol.com. 
 

CLC’s Annual Trash & Treasure & Clothing Sale 

 

To our Trash & Treasure & Clothing workers, those who donated items or clothing, 
made food and supported our Sale, YOU made it a huge success! We have raised 
almost $16,500. Please see Kim Kearns to pay any outstanding balances. Checks 
should be made out to: Christ Lutheran Church Women. 
 It was a fun week of camaraderie, combined with hard work and a chance to 
work with people of all ages. Hats off to families who baked, cooked and brought 
us food. You provided the workers with over a hundred delicious meals during the 
8 days of Trash and Treasure. A special thanks goes to Thrivent for a catering one 
meal and Wegmans for donating lunch to our workers the day of the sale.  
 Did you ever wonder what happened to our unsold items? You will be happy 
to know the majority of them were passed on to other organizations to help 
people in need. Leftovers were split between Star of Hope Ministries, Paterson, NJ, 
"Heart n Hands" from St. Timothy's Lutheran Church, Vietnam Vets, Pascack Jr. 
Women's Club and a River Vale church having their own rummage sale. Our church 
was back in order by 6:00 pm.  What an amazing day it was! Thanks again to all of 
you who helped. 



 
 

 

 

 

Camp Koinonia Update 
On May 1st, the head of Lutheran Outdoor Ministry, Don Johnson, and the Metro 
NY Synod Interim Bishop, Donald McCoid, met with the board of directors and 
some supporters to discuss the current situation at Camp Koinonia. The board is 
working to call an official meeting of the corporation for June 23rd. Some of the 
stated goals for that meeting include strengthening the board, which currently 
does not have enough people on it, and start the process of searching for an 
interim director. We also hope to receive a current status of the camp including 
the shape of the property, finances and more. CLC’s representatives for the 
corporation that owns Koinonia (Pastor Marc, Kim Kearns, and Tom Kearns) plan to 
be there.   Please continue to keep Koinonia in your prayers and reach out to us if 
you have any questions.  

 

 

Tri-Boro Food Pantry  
How can we make a difference in our 
community? The board of the Tri-Boro Food 
Pantry recently met with the Superintendent of 
Park Ridge schools to see how we can help. We 
recently learned that both Park Ridge 
Elementary schools do not have working 
kitchens/cafeterias which means children attending those schools do not receive 
free or reduced cost lunches. We brainstormed ways we can help kids who are 
hungry receive the food they need so that they can grow and learn. We hope our 
partnership with the schools will grow so that every person will be able to receive 
the food they need to thrive.  

 

      

 

 

 

 



A Report from the Debbie Kruegle, Missionary  
We received this message from the missionary we support on May 15th. To partner 
with Debbie’s ministry, visit https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/kruegle 
  
Dear praying friends, 
Some of our team traveled to the capital city of Malawi on Monday in order to shop 
for supplies and to pick up a translation consultant, Rhoda, from the airport.    Please 
pray for us there. . .as we'll be working through the first half of the book of Matthew 
to get some feedback on the translation from Rhoda.  Rhoda and I also plan to spend 
several days looking at natural [tribal] stories together and coming up with some 
statements about features of [those] stories that we can apply to other narratives in 
the Bible translation.  We've already had insights along the way that have wowed the 
translators and caused them to change how they are translating, but we're not 
finished yet!  So please pray for us--it can be tedious work, but from the testimonies 
of translators in other language projects, it's worth it! 
 Please pray too for our health here, as these times with consultants are short 
and it's easy for sickness of a team member or someone in their family to affect 
our time together.  Please pray for safety as we travel and for the Lord to be 
guiding us as we work together on the translation.  Blessings on you! 
 

CLC’s Mission Endowment Fund 
One of the requirements from our current charter for the Special Gifts Fund is to 
take 10% of any special distribution (aka the additional $100,000 receipt when the 
Ricci Trust ends the year with more than $4 million in assets) and invest that into a 
Mission Endowment Fund. Our church wide organization (the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America) encourages all churches to establish one of these funds.     
These funds are invested, and the income generated by it is used to support 
mission work outside our church building. CLC currently has a $30,000 Mission 
Investment Fund that generates about $1100 a year. The Church Council, with 
advice from the Finance Committee, makes a decision every year to direct those 
funds to an outside individual or organization doing God’s work in the world.      
For the past several years, Debbie Kruegle, a missionary working in East Africa on 
Bible translation, has received our support. If you have an idea for an organization 
or individual doing amazing work that you would like us to support, please submit 
them to Pastor Marc at pastormarc@clc4u.com. We’ll examine any mission work 
that is ongoing (i.e. not a one-time project) and would be willing to accept 
payments that arrive quarterly.  The Church Council will be talking about this fund 
at their meeting on June 20th so please get your recommendations in soon! 

mailto:pastormarc@clc4u.com


Hi, 
I want to thank everyone for your giving so far this 
year.  We are currently at plan.  Please keep Christ 
Lutheran Church in your hearts and minds while you are 
on vacation this summer. 

Cordially, Bill Daub 
 

A Reminder: You Can Give Electronically!  
Electronic giving is easy to set up, safe and confidential. You choose how much to 
give from your checking account and when it happens. You can choose a one-time 
donation or make a pledge to give weekly or monthly. Here’s what to do: 

1) Go to the CLC webpage (www.clc4u.com), click on the tab at the top that 
says Give. 

2) Click on the green button that says Give Online. 
3) Next: Create your Online Profile: You’ll need your email address, password, 

name, and home address. 
4) Online Donation page will ask for amount, donation frequency, a starting date, 

the routing number and the account number from your checking account. 
5) You’re done, and you’ll get an email confirmation! On Sunday mornings, 

when the offering basket comes by you, drop in the yellow card in the pew 
because you’ve already made your electronic offering to God.  

 
We need your photos! Did you get married here? Did you 
host an event in the Opsal room? Did your kids participate 
in Sunday School or VBS? As we look to share our space at 
Christ Lutheran with others, we are seeking photos from 
events that took place at the church over the years.  

 We would like to use them on our website to promote our spaces and show 
others the potential for gathering here as our community has done.   
 Kristyn Ulanday, a professional photographer with experience in archival 
processes, will carefully scan your photos and return them to you safe and intact. 
 Physical photos can be dropped off at the church office, labeled with your 
name and contact information for her to pick up. Digital files can be emailed to her 
at kulanday@gmail.com 
 Thank you for helping us grow our CLC family!  

Carla Hoenigmann, 
Councilperson-At-Large 
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Summer's Here! Let’s Have Coffee! 
Starting June 16th when we go to our one service schedule of 9:30 am worship, we 
invite you to linger after church for a cup of coffee and a chance to chat with our 
CLC friends whom we may not see during the year. 
 We need volunteers to host the coffees. All you need do is bring a 
snack (store bought is fine), plug in the coffee pot and put out the lemonade and 
milk (in the narthex refrigerator). Everything is set up ahead of time by the 
Worship Committee. Sign up on the sheet in the narthex. If no one signs up for a 
particular Sunday, we won't have a chance to visit, so we ask you to please 
consider volunteering. 
 

Looking Back 60 Years . . . 
You are invited you to take a look at the display in the narthex showing pictures 
and articles about our past. This month we feature confirmation. Take a look—are 
you or your children featured? 
 

Calling all Our Four-footed Friends: Come to church on June 23rd (bring your 
owners) for the Blessing of the Animals during the worship service held in the Opsal 
Room at 9:30 am. Pets should be in a cage or on a leash and will receive a special 
blessing. If your pet can’t make it, bring a photo of them instead. Treats for our furry 
friends will be available after the service.  
 

We Need You!  If you are available to serve communion during our summer 
schedule, let Dot Dohrmann or Doris Crouse in the church office know. 

 

Live-streaming of Worship 
Have you checked out the live stream of our 9:00 am worship? Watch it on our 
Facebook page facebook.com/clc4u.  
 

http://facebook.com/clc4u


9:30 am Worship Assistants 
Our new worship setup at 9:00 am has worked so well we’re continuing it during 
the summer! If you see a little metal stand in the back pews with little flags labeled 
with worship assistants, please consider volunteering to serve that day. Pastor 
Marc will then let you know when you are to come to the altar space. Thank you 
for volunteering! 
 

Celebrating All Graduates: June 16
th

 at 9:30 am 
We're honoring all graduates on Sunday, June 16th during worship. We're proud of 
you and want to celebrate your hard work. We'll have a special blessing for you as 
you take your next steps in life. If you have a graduate this year, send Pastor Marc 
(pastormarc@clc4u.com) three or four pictures of them from infant to today.   
We'll include them in a special slideshow that we’ll show at worship. 

 

Summer Worship: Wednesdays at 7:30 pm starting June 26
th

 
We’re back with our mid-week summer worship services starting in late June. This 
year, we’ll spend time with Jesus’ prayer book: the psalms. Each worship service 
will be 30 minutes long and includes communion. Come out for a meditative and 
colorful experience as we spend time with songs of lament, praise, sorrow and joy.  
 

Thank You to Teresa Shyr 
We’re so grateful to Teresa Shyr for serving as our interim organist and choir 
director during these last few months. She stepped into the role with an amazing 
amount of poise, grace and integrity. Her gift of music, her support for the choir, 
and her ability to help us sing is something we will always be eternally grateful for. 
Her last Sunday with us will be June 30th.  We hope you’ll be there to bless the next 
steps of her journey.  

 

 

 

 

 

Restricted Funds Update 
We’re currently upgrading our financial software and are unable to have a report 
about our restricted fund in time for this edition of The Messenger. Our treasurer 
assures us we are solvent but we do not have exact numbers to report. We plan to 
have one available next month.  

mailto:pastormarc@clc4u.com


Community Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Ed Bailey and members of the Lakeside Choraliers recently performed  
for residents of the Sunrise Retirement Community in Woodcliff Lake.  

Here’s a great photo of Ed with Ken Eastlund, one of our members at Sunrise.   
 
 

Did You Spot our Booth at the Woodcliff Lake Pear Blossom Festival? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had a great time inviting people to color with us during the Festival on May 18th! 



 

 

 

 

Paying It Forward: A CLC Tradition 
Every 10 years, CLC celebrated their anniversary by raising funds to support 
developing congregations in our area. Sixty years ago, Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Brooklyn took a mortgage against their property to fund the start of CLC’s mission 
in Northern New Jersey. Ten years ago, the financial gift raised by you benefited 
Grace in Newark. At the time, Grace was a struggling community in development. 
They knew what they wanted to do, but they did not have the financial support to 
make it happened. They were also afraid they might have to close if they didn’t 
raise enough money soon. What Grace needed was just a few months to focus on 
growing their community instead of raising money to pay their rent. Out of the 
blue, a check from CLC arrived. Grace used that money to pay their rent for several 
months while they strengthened the people in their community. Grace recently 
celebrated 10 years of mission thanks to the gift you gave. At the June 20th Council 
Meeting, one of the pastors who formed Grace, Rev. Maristela Freiberg,              
will attend to share where the financial gift from our 60th anniversary might go.     
If you would like to attend, please let Noel Ulanday (Council President) know. And 
if you would like to start funding our 60th anniversary gift, please direct all 
donations to CLC with “60th anniversary” in the memo field.  
 

60
th

 Anniversary Theme: Kindness and Grace 
Celebrating God’s Gift of Kindness and Grace 

 

June Celebrations 
 
 

Birthdays 
Ken Eastlund 
Mae Hulburt 
Ellie Soehren 

 
 

Baptisms 
Ava Ariatabar 
Marcus Sebian 
William Daub 

Anderson Moss 
Alan Castellano 
Matthew Audi

[You are invited to contact the church office to update our records 
on your important upcoming celebrations, i.e., birthdays, anniversaries, baptisms.] 
 



 

World Hunger and  

 Lutheran Disaster Response  

  2018 Year in Review 
 
  

We recently received the 2018 report from ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran 
Disaster Response. Here are some highlights 
 
ELCA World Hunger 
Revenue: $23,574,492  Expenditures: $23,392,198 
Forty-Three states and territories in the United States were supported as well as 
61 other countries around the world. Seventy-one percent of revenue focused on 
international programs. For example, roughly $2.7 million in Africa supported 
Relief & Recovery programs, $2 million went towards working on peace, justice 
and human rights initiatives, $500,000 went to health programs and $500,000 
went to programs designed to make communities more sustainable.  
 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
Revenue $11,556,179  
Expenditures $12,856,840 with 70% going towards work in the US 
 
Support for refugees went out to 37 countries including 18 states and territories in 
Angola, Bangladesh, India, Jordan, Lebanon, Serbia, Somalia, Syria and Uganda. 
Help in Hong Kong, Haiti, Cuba, Indonesia and Philippines was directed to 
communities impacted by hurricanes and typhoons. Support in the United States 
went to communities impacted by wildfires in California, hurricanes in Florida, 
Georgia, Maryland, Texas, U.S. Virgin Islands and North Carolina. Flooding issues in 
Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, South Carolina, West Virginia and Wisconsin were 
addressed.  
           Gwen, a member of Paradise Lutheran, was asked to reflect on her 
experience going through the recent wildfires in California. She was asked: “What 
gives you hope?” Gwen responded, “The spirit of the people. . .and the strength of 
the community. . .” are what gives her hope. Your gifts mean that the entire 
church can walk alongside those experiencing food insecurity or living through 
natural and human-made disasters. Supporting these two organizations is just one 
of the ways we are church, together.  
 



 



 

P 

2019 June      2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 

    1    
 
 
 
 

2   Sunday School 
Last Day  

9:45 am 

Worship 
Contemporary with 

Holy Communion 

9:00  am 

Traditional with 
Holy Communion 

10:30 am 

CONFIRMATION 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Worship 
Committee 

Meeting 
7:00 pm 

5 

 
 

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

8:00 pm 

6 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
 

9   PENTECOST DAY 

 
Worship  

Contemporary with 
Communion 

9:00  am 
 

 

   Traditional with 
Holy Communion 

10:30 am 
CONFIRMATON 

10 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Property 
Committee 
Work Night 

7:30 pm 

11 
 
 

 
 

Care 
Committee 

Meeting 
9:30 am 

 
 
 

 
 

12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
Meeting 
8:00 pm 

14 
 
 

 

15 
 
 
 

16   HOLY TRINITY 
 

First Summer 
Worship 

 
With 

 Holy Communion 
9:30 am  

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

GAB Session 
11:30 am 

 

 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

Council 
Meeting 
8:00 pm 

21    
Summer Solstice 

 

 
 

22 
 
 

 

23     
One Worship  

Service 
 

Blessing of Animals 
Opsal Room 

9:30 am 
 
 

24 
  

25 
Knit 1, 

Crochet Too 
10:00 am 

 

 

26 
 
 

27 

 
 

28 
 
 

 

29 
 

30 
One Worship  

Service 
 

9:30 am 
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