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PASTOR’S NOTE

On Memorial Day, the so-called start of the summer season, | had the honor
of presiding at a Memorial Day ceremony in Park Ridge. The rain couldn’t stop the
community from taking a moment to remember those who laid down their lives
for those they loved. The event was full: full of speeches, moments of silence, the
playing of taps, and filling Veterans’ Park with red, white, blue, and gold star
wreathes. The ceremony was moving but also reminded me how we are meant to
be part of something bigger than ourselves. And summer, for those of us with
means and time, can be a time when we live that reality out loud. We choose to
interrupt our normal week to explore what’s over the horizon. Even the places we
always go serve as a break from our ordinary. The stress of travel is real but it’s
balanced by the feel of sand on our feet. We might imagine that summer travel is a
chance to get away from it all. But | also think the season serves as an opportunity
to explore the incredible diversity of God’s creation. When we take the time to see
how being human extends beyond what we see down the road, we realize how we
get to be connected to so much more. God has called each of us to live in a web of
life that’s bigger than our family and our friends. | pray your travels this season will
be full of joy, peace, safety, and all kinds of fun. And may your always remember
you are part of so much more. You are part of this church, part of the body of
Christ, part of God’s creation. And you are worthy of a Cross shaped love God
always has for you.

Blessed to be part of the church with you, Pastor Marc

THANK YOU FOR AN AMAZING PARTY
IN HONOR OF DORIS CROUSE

On May 19th we celebrated Doris Crouse's 35 years as our [
Parish Administrator. She received a book filled will special |
notes as well as a financial gift out of your generosity. The
Care Committee also provided a gift to Doris as well. A
special thank you to Kim Kearns and the Church Council,
Heather Henry and Sue Scance who organized the
luncheon and decorations, and the dozens of you who
made this event happen. Pictures of the event are posted
on Facebook (facebook.com/clc4u). We look forward to
singing with Doris and David around the communion rail in
the years to come.




TRASH AND TREASURE SALE: IT ALWAYS AMAZES!

Our Trash and Treasure Sale was AMAZING in so many ways!

AMAZING in fellowship as we gathered together with ‘—Th
God’s help to make it all happen.

AMAZING as so many of God’s hands showed up to help...
from set-up to sale day to clean up crew!

AMAZING in its ability to extend the life-cycle of items that
may have otherwise ended up in the trash.

AMAZING as it continues to provide much needed | ”
(and some not so needed, but just fun) items to our 7 fi/*
community.

AMAZING in raising funds to help our brothers and sisters
around the world!

With your help, this year we raised over $13,800, the majority of which we share
with organizations including:

« ELCA Disaster Relief (5300 was just sent to aid areas of the Midwest/
Southern U.S. dealing with recent severe storms)

« Center for Food Action

« World Hunger Appeal

e Lutheran World Relief

e Triboro Food Pantry

» Camp Koinonia

« A smaller portion is also designated for capital improvements at our church
(including helping to fund the current men’s bathroom renovation).

We are so thankful for God’s blessings of our volunteers and shoppers. We could
not have done it without you!

Give Thanks to the LORD for He is Good; His Love Endures Forever ~ Psalm 107:1

Christ Lutheran Church Women

SAVE THE DATE: NEXT YEAR’S TRASH AND TREASURE SALE
Saturday, May 3, 2025 -8 am - 12 noon, 1 pm -4 pm



GROWING IN GENEROSITY

Feeding Your Neighbors One Cabbage at a Time: Gardens are a
special place to bear witness to God’s creation. In planting, =ty
tending, and harvesting we get to be a part of God’s creative work. <
Gardening is a beautiful expression of God’s diversity and it’s

fitting how we use our own property to feed our neighbors in "\
need. We're entering a new summer of supporting the work of

the Tri-Boro Food Pantry in Park Ridge through our Genesis %
Garden. The Garden has been planted and we’ll be using the Genesis Garden
email list to announce when weeding will need to be done. Regular work nights
will return once picking begins. If you're looking to help make a difference in your
community, contact Tom Kearns at tkearnsnj@gmail.com.

-

2024 NEW JERSEY SYNOD ASSEMBLY RECAP

On May 11th, nearly 400 NJ ELCA members and visitors gathered in assembly at
the Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton for business, inspiration, learning, and
worship. Our assembly was marked by a spirit of joy and unity in the gospel of
Jesus Christ. The theme of the assembly, How Can | Keep from Singing?, based on
the hymn of the same name, grounded us in reality and hope. We adopted
significant updates to our synod’s constitution and bylaws. These can be found on
our synod website (njsynod.org) and congregation’s are invited to update their our
constitutions too.

The assembly elected members to various positions of leadership while giving
thanks for all who completed their service. CLC’s own Carla Hoenigmann ended her
two-terms on the NJ Synod Council and we’re so grateful for her service. Members
to the Synod Council from North Jersey include Gail Gugliotti (Holy Trinity,
Hasbrouck Heights), The Rev. Danielle McCleary (St. Matthew, Secaucus), Wayne
Olsen (St. Paul, Ridgefield), Aretha Richardson (Trinity, Jersey City), and The Rev.
Kimberly Vaughn (Christ our Redeemer, Jersey City). In addition, the assembly
elected voting members to the 2025 Churchwide Assembly which will take place in
Phoenix, AZ. The assembly also elected people to the Consultation Committee
(who help congregations who find themselves in a difficult situation) as well as
people to serve on the Committee on Disciple who help members of the synod live
up to their baptismal calling.



A new Bishop’s Challenge was launched for 2024-2025: Caring for God’s Good
Creation (a short blurb is below). The NJ Synod adopted the 2025 Mission
Spending Plan of $2,054,300 with the vast majority of money for this plan coming
from congregational support. 50% of your mission support is passed along to the
ELCA churchwide expression.

Two resolutions were adopted that have implications for our life together.
Resolution 1 calls for the synod council to establish a task force for prison and
re-entry ministry. Resolution 2 calls for the synod to stand in solidarity with those
calling for ceasefire, humanitarian relief, and release of hostages and prisoners in
the Holy Land. Those resolutions can be viewed on the NJ Synod’s website.

Finally, the day concluded with the reception of Santa Isabel as a newly organized
congregation of the ELCA. Santa Isabel received the money we raised in honor of
our 60th anniversary just five years ago. It was incredible to officially welcome this
community after its development over these last 16 years. Their work in Elizabeth
has been vast including supporting immigrants at the detention center in Elizabeth.
Pastor Ramon Collazo and members of Santa Isabel led the assembly through the
Grounds for Sculpture to a tent for a bilingual Spanish-English worship service.

Next year, the NJ Synod assembly will gather June 5-7 at the Hilton East Brunswick.
The assembly will be a three day event since a bishop’s election will be held. If
you’d like to know more about the assembly, speak to Pastor Marc, Carla
Hoenigmann, or Bill Hoenigmann.

THE BISHOP’S CHALLENGE: CARING FOR GOD’S GOOD CREATION

Bishop Tracie L. Bartholomew is challenging every
congregation to take up the practice of caring for God’s
good creation by engaging in one new activity over the next
year. ldeas include starting a Green Team, committing to a
meatless Mondays, hosting a Bible study, or starting a
garden. CLC is already doing many great things through our
own Genesis Garden and by using our Special Gifts fund to
launch a new pollination garden. Would you like to be part
of this challenge and see how we can grow as caretakers of God’s good gift of
Creation? Contact Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) if you are interested.




YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES

An Update from the Finance Committee At the start of May, our total income
was 581,400 while our expenses were $99,495. Contributions from church
members dropped compared to last month. Our expenses through April were
$3,000 less than plan. We are currently not using any of our temporarily
restricted funds to fund our operating costs.

Ricci Foundation: At press time, we have not received any reports from the
Ricci Foundation Trustees reporting when the 2023 distribution will be
earmarked to beneficiaries.

The Care Committee’s mission is to care for Christ Lutheran Church and the
surrounding community. The Committee will meet in the Sonshine/Library
room on Wednesday, June 12th, at 10:00 am.

Knit One Crochet Too: Do you wannabe knitting or crocheting? Join us at CLC
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, 10:00 am. Supplies and instructions
are available. Work on something for one of the church projects or make
something for yourself. All skill levels welcome! See you on June 11th and June
25th at 10:00 am.

Online Calendar on our Website: The online calendar is our master calendar at the
church! Check it out and contact the office (clcAu@verizon.net) to get your event
on the calendar.

Property Committee Update: Brian Conboy, Jim Drobinske, Tom Kearns, and the
entire Property Committee have been busy! The toilet in the single use bathroom
by the Sonshine Room has been replaced as well as an emergency repair to our
drainage pipe (it was full of rocks for some reason). A big thank you to CLC-Women
and Carla Hoenignmann for taking the lead in renovating the old bathroom by the
Opsal Fellowship hall. Contractor John Vitacco did an amazing job and wrapped up
his work at the end of May. The Committee is also working on updating the
landscaping at the church along Pascack Road as well as discerning what’s the best
option to replace our parking lot.



WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!

Two Worships on Sunday (through June 9th) at 9:00 am and 10:30 am: At 9:00 am,
worship is approximately 45 minutes long and uses contemporary guitar-led Christian
music to share the gospel played by David Scance. At 10:30 am, worship is led by the
organ and supported often by our Chancel Choir. Argine Safari leads the music for this
worship.

Summer Schedule Returns June 16th: Starting on June 16th, there will be one
worship service each Sunday at 10:00 am. The call-in information for that worship will
match our regular 10:30 am worship. We will keep this schedule through the middle of
September.

Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on
Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live , YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u
and our website www.clc4u.com

If you would like to listen over the phone, dial 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship,
enter the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:00 am or 10:30 am worship,
enter meeting id: 827 672 730 and then #. For both worships, hit # to ignore
participant id and enter password 195901.

Communion is not a BYOB! We're invited each Sunday to participate in the Lord’s
table. Unfortunately there aren’t angels, leprechauns or other spirits to set the ta-
ble. It takes us.

The Altar guild used to have 10-12 members. We are now down to 2-3. Can you
spare a half hour either on Friday or Saturday to fill the communion trays or clear-
ing the altar after services on Sunday? We aren’t asking that you polish brass, fill
candles, change paraments or wash linens - the remaining Altar Guild members
will tend to that. We just need a few extra hands for the basics. Please talk to Dot
Dohrmann, Mary Ziegler, or Pastor Marc. Thank you!

Celebrating Graduates June 16th at 10:00 am: We will honor all graduates during
worship in just a few weeks. We are proud of you! We will have a special blessing for
you as you take your next steps in life. If you have a graduate this year, send Pastor
Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) a picture and let us know what their next steps will be!




Summer Lemonade and Coffee after Worship: Starting June 19th, you're invited to
sponsor a coffee hour after worship! Bring a small treat and set up the coffee machine
and some lemonade as we check-in with each other. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex,
or sign up by calling the church office (201-391-4224). On Sundays when no one
volunteers to host we will skip coffee hour on that day.

Calling all Our Four-footed, Furry, Fuzzy, Scaly and Feathery
Friends! Come to church June 23rd (bring your owners) for
Blessing of the Animals at 10:00 am. The special blessing will
be included in our regularly scheduled worship service. We ask
you (the lovely animal) to please stay in your cage or on a
leash while in worship. If you can’t make it, send your owner/
roommate in with a picture on their phone instead. We look forward to celebrating
Jesus with you!

WHY GREEN? THE SEASON AFTER PENTECOST

The church calendar is like a rainbow. We started the calendar year covered in green
before moving to purple and then spending time in white and gold. On the day of
Pentecost, the parakeets above the altar, as well as the stole around Pastor Marc’s
neck, shimmered like fire. The color red reminds us of the moment when the Holy
Spirit announced itself through a powerful wind and tongues of fire. All who follow
Christ were then invited to show others how God’s love really is for all. After that, we
jumped back into white and gold to celebrate who we experience God to be (aka the
Holy Trinity). But these special liturgical celebrations are now over. The church is
getting a little more quiet. Time is marching on. And we are now entering into the part
of the year we sometimes call “Ordinary Time.”

The 20+ Sundays from the end of Easter through the beginning of Advent have no
seasonal names. They’re almost thought of as “extra” Sundays that are designated
solely by their “ordinal” numbers (2nd Sunday after Pentecost, 3rd Sunday after
Pentecost, etc). These days, though, are anything but ordinary. We focus on listening to
Jesus’ teachings and parables, particularly where it pertains to our own faith and the
life of the church. It’s a time when we discover how Jesus’ birth, death, resurrection,
and ascension, really does make a difference in the here and now. That’s why, | think,
the color green is used since it emphasizes life, grown and new life. And that new life,
though, takes time which is why this part of the church year is so length. We need all
the time we can get to tend to that story through worship, prayer, and service so that
we can live into the grace God gives us through every season.



KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE!

Sunday School meets on June 2nd for a celebration: We’re wrapping up our year
with the Lord’s Prayer on Sunday, June 2nd. We’ll have treats and games as we
celebrate the God who wants to hear from us. The year was amazing and we’ll see
you again in the Fall.

Bible Study: Our Wednesday Bible Study is digging through Jesus’ prayer book: the
book of Psalms. We typically meet on Wednesdays at 11 am but our schedule does
change. Let Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) know if you plan to attend so he
can keep you in the loop.

COMMUNITY EVENTS & NEWS

Meals on Wheels of North Jersey will be hosting a Mental Health First Aid Training
on June 3rd and 4th at CLC. The Opsal Hall will be full of people learning how to
identify, understand, and respond to signs of mental health and substance abuse
challenges amongst adult or youth. Participants will learn how a mental health first
aid action plan can make a difference. If you notice more people in the building
than usual on those days, that’s why. And if you missed this event, we’ll let you
know when the next one is held.

Update from Camp Koinonia After reaching its 0
stretch goal of $1.5 million for their Capital 0@

Campaign, Koinonia is now moving towards its

$2 million challenge goal. The next $500,000 will

be used to renovate the shower house, continue KOlNONlA
upgrading the conference center, upgrade the NEXT
roads, and to support the staff/programs already

happening at the camp. The money raised has FORWARD TO THE FUTURE
already added six new roofs to the facility, 20 renovated bathrooms to the
conference center, transformed the 2-family cabin into a 1-family cabin, and more.

The Camp also had a successful 5k walk/run over Memorial Day weekend. Learn
more about that camp at www.koinoniany.org.




STRENGTHENING FUTURES FOR YOUNG ADULTS IN OHIO

In honor of the 50th anniversary of ELCA World Hunger, we’re highlighting stories
from around the world showcasing their work.

At Salem Lutheran Church in Toledo, gifts to ELCA O a’é i:\ ELCA
World Hunger are building a brighter future for 5 4 M|l Verid Hunger
young adults and the community that surrounds =

them.

Salem is the oldest Lutheran congregation in Toledo, located in a diverse
neighborhood with a high concentration of poverty. The church’s partnership with
ELCA World Hunger began almost 20 years ago, when it received a $4,000 grant for
a job training program that prepares junior and senior high school students for
long-term employment as adults. Soon afterward the program expanded to include
adult mentors.

These days, participants in Salem’s summer job training program work in the
church’s community garden. They have helped transform a nearby vacant lot into
an urban farm, full of fresh produce that is harvested for community meals. They
have also installed rain gardens and beehives, and visited local farmers markets to
sell produce and their own artwork. This year, program participants expanded the
garden by 25% by building raised beds and planting fruit trees.

Malaysia, a young adult at Salem Lutheran, has been participating in its youth
programs since 2015. In addition to the job training program, she has been part of
the teen program and volunteers with Salem’s food-released ministries. Now the
church is walking alongside Malaysia through vocational discernment and
exploration. Along with three other women from the neighborhood, she is being
trained as a home health aide for aging residents. For Malaysia, Salem is much
more than a congregation. “Salem is a family,” she says, “for me and many other
people.”

As the program participants grow in leadership, they give back to the Salem
community. The church aims to have at least one local teenager or young adult on
staff year-round. A few vyears ago, a program participant became Salem’s
administrative assistant and worked on a grant to improve infant and maternal
mortality rates. Generosity to ELCA World Hunger reinforces a cycle of growth in
communities such as Salem, making an impact now that will deepen in years to
come.



2024 June 2024
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Worship
Worship Choir Committee
9am & 10:30 am Rehearsal 10 am
5:30 pm
Sunday School Bible Study
9:45 am 11 am
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Worship Knit One, | Care Committee
9am & 10:30 am Crochet 10 am
Too!
10 am Bible Study
11:30 am
Finance
Committee
8pm
16 J‘ 17 18 19 20 21 22
Summer Worship Bible Study Church
Begins & Celebrating 11am Council
Graduates 7:30 pm
One Worship
10 am
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Blessing of Animals
Knit One
One Worship Crochet
10 am Too!
10 am
=

30

One Worship
10 am
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