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PASTOR’S NOTE

When | was in seminary, one of my favorite lessons | need to lean in more often
came in a class about historical rituals of the church. Every class period began with
a prayer which, by itself, was fairly typical. What was a bit different, though, was
how each prayer came from somewhere else. Rather than use his own words or
pull words from one specific hymn book, the prayers shared came from
everywhere. Some were old, uttered by Augustine around the year 400 CE. Others
were newer, first voiced by school girls in Africa. English translations of various
philosophers, theologians, poets, and clergy were spoken with long pauses and
deep reverence. We often asked where these prayers came from but our professor
did not say. Yet after the final, we were each handed a packet containing every
prayer. Our last lesson from the class was the invitation to seek out and collect
prayers since we often need other words to fully express our hurt, joy, and longing
for grace. And so as we start a new calendar year, lets kick off your own collection
of prayers with some that have shaped my own spiritual life.

Lord, unite us with You as coffee with milk. When they are mixed together, they
change color and can never again be separated. Amen. - A prayer from the church
in Haiti.

Preserve me [O Lord] from becoming a fool

who does not accept your correction

a fool who withdraws from it

a fool who does not wish to accept it as a blessing.

A capricious fool

who turns [your correction] into his own destruction. - Soren Kierkegaard

| weave a silence on my lips,

| weave a silence into my mind,

| weave a silence within my heart,

| close my ears to distractions,

| close my eyes to attentions,

| close my heart to temptations.
Calm me, O Lord, as you stilled the storm,
Still me, O Lord, keep me from harm.
Let all the tumult within me cease,
Enfold me, Lord in your peace.

— Traditional Celtic Prayer



ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

Sunday, February 8
One worship at 10:00 am
Meeting at 11:00 am

Make a plan to attend our Annual Congregational Meeting! Our Annual
Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, February 8 at approximately
11:00 am. We will have one in-person/streaming worship that day at 10:00 am.
This meeting will be hybrid meaning you can attend via ZOOM or in the sanctuary.
ZOOM is an online meeting tool you can access via your smartphone, tablet,
laptop, computer or landline phone. The ZOOM link will be open as soon as
worship is over. We are asking you to pre-register by Wednesday, February 4, by
calling the church office or visiting this link: www.clc4u.com/AnnualMeeting.
Please provide your name and the name of all voting members who will be joining
you After you register online, you will be sent a link that is unique to your
registration. If you were planning to attend the meeting in the sanctuary but
something changed at the last minute, you can use that link to join virtually.

A letter will be sent to all voting members of the congregation with details about
the agenda and procedures for the meeting. We will have several important topics
to discuss and vote on, including the 2026 annual budget, new church Council
members, Koinonia delegates, attendees to the NJ Synod Assembly, Special Gifts
distributions, and more.

Our Annual Report will be available by February 1st. A copy will be emailed out but
you can request a print-out by contacting the church office (201-391-4224 or
office@clc4u.com).

GROWING IN GENEROSITY

Christmas Blessings: Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, we were able to
provide Christmas gifts for 20 children served by Tri-Boro Food Pantry and 42 gift
cards to our friends at Westwood Social Services. Thank you to Kate Stutzel for her
leadership. Kate made sure that all the kids were served were in the same family
units so they wouldn’t feel as if their brother or sister got more than they did on
Christmas morning. The Food Pantry supported 200 kids through their gift program
this year which is the most they’ve ever done.
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Christmas Gifts for the Waterfront Adult Group Home: The Care Committee
recently delivered gifts to those living and working at the Waterfront Adult home
over the holiday season. We recently heard that Waterfront was possibly closing
but we’re told they will remain in business. Thank you to Debbie Louis, Nancy
Ulandy, and others for doing the shopping and wrapping the gifts! This annual
event is one for the ways we invest in in the well-being of every one of our
neighbors.

Christmas Thinking of You Baskets: The Care Committee sent [§
10 baskets full of treats and goodies to folks within our §
community. The baskets were then hand-delivered to people’s
homes as well as medical facilities. This is just one of the ways §4
we show our commitment to being for one another.

Super Bowl of Caring: From January 4th through February 8th, we’ll be collecting
Name-brand hearty cans of soup and your pocket change! Sponsored by the Care
Committee, this annual drive supports the work of local food pantries. Cans of
soup that you donate will be delivered to places like the Tri-Boro Food Pantry while
your pocket change will support the work of the Center for Food Action in
Englewood. CFA provides much-needed groceries and financial assistance for
housing and utilities through its pantries in Englewood, Hackensack, Mahwah,
Ringwood, Saddle Brook, and Bergen Community College. In 2025, over 125,000
people were served by CFA. The Tri-Boro Food Pantry supports 130+ families a
week with fresh produce, milk, eggs, groceries, and products that cannot be
purchased via SNAP benefits. Plastic containers in which to deposit your coins will
be available on January 11th. Don’t forget to check out the Can Can sales nearby!
10 cans of Progresso Soup for 511 at ShopRite and more.

The 2026 Stewardship Campaign continues: As of December 31, 2025, we had 24
financial pledges for $113,236. Last year we received 34 pledges for $149,520
before our Annual Meeting in February. We are currently running behind our
numbers from last year. Submit your pledges online at www.clc4u.com/
2026Pledge. Time and Talent forms can be filled out here: www.clc4u.com/
2026TimeTalent. If you would like a paper copy of those forms, please contact the
church office.
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Financial Pledges for 2026 (as of December 28)

Range Number of Pledges Amount
$1-5500 5 $456

$501-S1000 2 $1,140
$1001-52000 3 $4,620
$2001-53000 5 $12,020
$3001-54000 1 $3,540
$4001-55000 3 $13,500
$5001-56000 1 $5,200
$6001-57000 1 $6,760
$7001 and up 3 $66,000

LOOKING BACK...
This month, we’re taking a gander to see what we were sharing in 2003.

The late Dr. Norman Vincent Peale preached a helpful sermon to prepare his
parishioners for entry into a new year. A brief paragraph from the message
follows:

We become what our attitudes are. If your attitude is that tomorrow is going to
be a bad day, it's a bad day for you before it ever starts. You have condemned it
to be a bad day, and so it will be a bad day. If, on the other hand, you affirm
that by the grace of God tomorrow is going to be a wonderful day, it's a
wonderful day for you before you ever begin it because you have affirmed it as
a wonderful day. I'll guarantee this: By reversing sick attitudes that you've had
up to this time and making them healthy attitudes, you can make [the coming
year] a wonderful year. It's amazing what you can do with yourself if you make
up your mind to.

-From Peale's sermon, "Building Bricks for Sixty-Six.”



LIBRARY HIGHLIGHT
In the Sonshine Room are books you can check out. This month we’re

highlighting Divine Inspiration - The Life of Jesus in World Poetry with a
selection from Margaret Atwood about Mark 8:22-25 - Jesus’ healing around
Mark 8:22-25 - Jesus’ healing a blind man in Bethsaida

| see now | see
now | cannot see

earth is a blizzard in my eyes
| hear now

the rustle of the snow
the angels listening above me

thistles bright with sleet
gathering

waiting for the time
to reach me

up to the pillared
sun, the final city

or living towers

unrisen yet
whose dormant stones lie unfolding
their holy fire around me

(but the land shifts with frost

and those who have become the stone
voices of the land

shift also to say

god is not

the voice in the whirlwind

god is the whirlwind

at the last
judgment we will all be trees



A BENEDICTION: WOODCLIFF LAKE TOWN COUNCIL’S
REORGANIZATION MEETING

Pastor Marc was invited to close the reorganization meeting for the Wood(cliff Lake
Town Council on January 5th with a short prayer. We’d like to share what he said.

It is an honor and a privilege to be here today as you begin a
new season of serving, caring, and leading Woodcliff Lake. And
so | invite you to bow your head and to hold in your hearts all
that you consider sacred as we take this moment to pray.

In the writings my faith tradition consider as scripture, we're
invited to see ourselves as part of one body. None of us have
the skills, resources, or abilities to live this life alone. We need the gifts of our
neighbors to nourish our bodies, our hearts, our minds, and our souls. And while
we often act as if one part of the body is most important, we cannot be who we're
supposed to be without each other. So let this council model for all of Woodcliff
Lake what a commitment to be for one another can look like. So Gracious God, give
to each councilperson the courage to hold fast to their convictions, the humility to
acknowledge when they are wrong, the wisdom to recognize what they don't know
and the grace to learn from those that do. Grant them the kindness to see the
Sacred in everyone they meet, the patience to cling to the common good, and the
strength to endure when conflict comes. And above all, give this assembled body
the joy needed to dream together as they live into a holy imagination where love
rather than competition is at the center of us all.

Bless their work and their service. May they see with a sense of awe, wonder, and
humility all those who live and work in Woodcliff Lake. Help them recognize the
diverse challenges, worries, joys, and hopes that make up the lives of those they
serve. And keep them mindful not only of those who are currently here but also of
those who will be adding their gifts to this body as our future neighbors. We also
ask for your blessing on their families. May the late nights, long phone calls,
countless meetings, and never ending email chains be equaled by the happy
memories they make with those who love them. And we pray that this opportunity
to be for one another make a difference in the lives of this body and all who call
Woodcliff Lake their home.

In Your Holy Name, we pray. Amen.



CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
ANNUAL MEETING - SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 AT 11:30 AM

CLC-Women Annual Meeting: Please join us for our annual
meeting and a time of fellowship with a delicious luncheon
of soups, sandwiches and dessert.

During the meeting we will review our budget and

benevolences for this year including the ELCA Good Gifts {*’ija:hj
donations we made based on our congregation’s \-,—
recommendations. We will review projects completed, and

discuss future plans including Trash and Treasure. We will - s

vote on our budget for 2026 and our slate of board

members. While only Christ Lutheran Church women members may vote on the
board members and budget, all interested in the ministry of Christ Lutheran
Women are encouraged to attend the annual meeting, so please extend this
invitation to others.

We hope to see you there!

YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES

Knit One Crochet Too: We meet weekly on Tuesday at 10:00 am in the
Sonshine/library room to knit, craft, and chat. All skill levels welcome! Just stop
by until 2:30 pm to talk shop and form deeper friendships. Please speak to
Debbie Louis and Diane Lintner for more information.

The Care Committee’s mission is to care for Christ Lutheran Church and the
surrounding community. Our next meeting is January 14th at 11:00 am (note the
new time). Our annual holiday luncheon will take place immediately after. Learn
how you can make a faithful difference by participating in our prayer chain, visiting
members, cooking a meal, and more. Contact the church office for more info.

Online Calendar on our Website: The online calendar is our master calendar at the
church. Check it out (www.clc4u.com) and contact the office (office@clc4u.com) to
get your event on the calendar.
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An Update from the Finance Committee: At the start of December our total
income was $228,943 and our expenses were $213,973. We are currently not
using any of our temporarily restricted funds to fund our operating costs. End
of year numbers will be available in our annual report.

Ricci Foundation Update: The Special Gifts Committee presented an initial list of
projects to the Church Council at their December meeting and will be forwarded to
the congregation for review and vote at our annual meeting in February. The Ricci
Foundation did not end the year with a value greater than $4 million dollars so we
will not receive a special financial distribution this year. We expect the regular
yearly distribution to be sent to the church sometime in the middle of the year.

What is the Church Council? The work that God has called everyone to at CLC
goes on 24 hours a day, seven days a week with the guidance, insights and
decision- making of pastors and deacons. The Church Council serves as the
board of directors for CLC. Its members relate to the committees at the church
while providing oversight over the church’s finances, property and more.
Through a collaborative process, the members of the Church Council work to
help all of us make the Gospel real in this place. We will need a few new folks
to join the council in the new year. If you're interested in learning more please
speak to Pastor Marc.

Property Update: The town recently completed its annual fire inspection at CLC
and is requiring us to make a few updates to the building. The property team has
been working on how to bring our facility up to date now that the code has been
updated. We also updated the bathroom next to the Sonshine room (more about
that below). During January, we’re planning to replace the carpet on the altar,
update the lighting in a few of the rooms, and address a few additional items on
our to-do list.

An Updated Bathroom: Thanks to CLC-Women’s Trash and
Treasure workers and the success of the past sales, the Women’s
group paid for the renovation of the accessible bathroom closest to
the Sonshine room. We encourage you to check it out to see the
wonderful work that Brian Conboy has done. This includes painting
the walls, installation of a new vanity, new mirror and accessories. \
We think it has really improved the space for all!




KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE!

Bible Study: Our Wednesday Bible Study is moving through the gospel according to
Matthew! We'll meet on January 7, 21, and 28th at 11 am. Let Pastor Marc
(pastormarc@clc4u.com) know if you plan to attend so he can inform you what the
readings will be.

Sunday School on January 4th and January 18th: Why do we pray the way we do in
church? That’s our theme for this programming year. Our goal is to help kids discover
how God is always available to them and how anyone can pray. This month we’ll explore
praying for those in authority on the 4th as well as do a service project on the 18th.
We’ll see you there!

Confirmation Class is spending time with what it means to be a Lutheran Christian. The
Ten Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, and pondering a Theology of the Cross is our
current topics. We'll meet again on January 4th and 18th at 9:45 am. If you're interested
in joining or would like to start in the fall the two year program in the fall, please speak
to Pastor Marc.

WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!

Two Worships on Sunday at 9 am and 10:30 am At 9:00 am, worship is approximately
45 minutes long and uses contemporary guitar-led Christian music led by David Scance.
At 10:30 am, worship is led by Argine Safari on the organ/piano and supported by our
Chancel Choir.

Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on Sundays via
Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live , YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u
and our website www.clc4u.com

If you would like to listen over the phone, dial 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship,
enter the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:30 am worship, enter meeting
id: 827 672 730 and then #. Then, for both worships, hit # to ignore participant id and
enter password 195901.

Worship Via Conference Call: We noticed that no one has utilized listening to worship
via Conference Call in quite a few months. The Worship Committee is considering
dropping this feature (though it can be easily added in the future). If you would like to
have the option to listen to worship over the phone, please let the church office know.
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Christmas Eve Thank You: A big shout to the countless folks who made Christmas Eve
very special this year. It takes many hands to make this holy season feel effortless and
faithful. Thank you to our wonderful worship leaders: Mary Zeigler, Meredith Drobinske,
Karen Pasch, Dot Dohrmann, the altar guild, and Brian Conboy making sure the altar
looked was ready. Heather and Dylan Henry helped us light up the night by putting
together the luminaries outside. A shoutout to the Thalmanns and the Mosses for
coordinating each worship service. Thank you to the Thalmanns, Karen Pasch, and John
Carbaugh for serving as communion assistants. Meredith Drobinske and John Carbaugh
did an amazing job proclaiming God’s word with clarity and boldness. We couldn’t have
made the worship as moving as it needs to be without the musical direction of David
Scance and Argine Safari. Our special instrumentalists included special guests as well as
Nancy Ulanday, Michael Hainsselin, Katie Suarez, and Eric Sebian. The choir at our 9 pm
worship was stellar and so a special thank you to Lois Hainsselin, Evie Salerno, Katie
Suarez, Kim Carbaugh, Kim Kearns, Beata Safari-Manjikian, Kate Stutzel, Ed Bailey, Alex
Moss, Anderson Moss, Joseph Pierone, Oliver Stutzel, Rich Harrison, and Areg Safari. The
gift of song and music you shared allowed all of us to be like the shepherds on that first
Christmas night.

COMMUNITY EVENTS & NEWS

Bergen County Divison of Senior Services - Benefit Navigators: For low-income and
moderate-income adults (age 60+) or adults with disabilities, Benefit Navigators are
available to assist you with filling out applications for NJ Save programs (prescription
assistance, PAAD, utility credit, Medicare Savings Programs, etc), ABD Medical, and
SNAP (food stamps). The 2025 PAAD annual income limit was $53,446 for an individual
and $60,690 for a couple. Fore more information or to make an appointment with a
Benefit Navigator, please call 201-336-7400 or email Seniors@BergenCountyNJ.gov.

A Short Note from Debbie Kruegle, Missionary: We recently received a short note
from Debbie who is currently taking classes on biblical languages in Israel. She
wrote: “Dear Pastor Marc and the Congregation for Christ Lutheran Church, Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year, celebrating the King who was proposed about and
who has come! Thank you for your faithful prayers and support of Bible translation,
and my preparation here in lIsrael. I've been invited to prepare a guide for
translating Psalm 32 into other languages. Please pray for me as | work on that.
Thank you! Blessings, Debbie.”
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