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PASTOR’S NOTE: 
 

A few Sundays ago, everything was cold. When I drove to church, the thermometer 
gauge on my car read zero, and the engine whined because it didn’t want to be 
working. When I walked into the sanctuary, it was a toasty sixty degrees, and I quickly 
got setup for worship. David Scance soon arrived and got ready to use music to share 
the gospel. Together, we readied ourselves to hang out with Jesus and you. 
 

When the clock hit 9:00 am, David and I were the only ones in the building. No one 
was in the pews, yet I noticed that roughly a dozen households were watching online. 
Prior to our livestream days, worshipping in the sanctuary on cold mornings was 
pretty lonely. Yet, because you made the commitment to gather using your 
smartphone, TV, computer, or even by calling in - we didn’t feel alone. Instead,        
we felt like the body of Christ gathering in a new way so that we can all keep 
following the Way. 
 

Prior to the pandemic, I often said the easiest way to grow the church is to be at 
church. We connect best to a faith community when we see the life happening in 
that place. For a first time visitor, seeing people of all ages gathered with each other 
means a great deal. It isn’t always easy to share our faith, but we can show up for our 
faith. Yet this pandemic has shown how the idea of “gathering” has changed.          
We have taken care of each other while worshipping with each other in a variety of 
ways. I lament I didn’t do enough before this point to better engage those who have 
been worshipping at home for years. And I have had to grow in my own 
understanding of what it means to show up for your faith. Yet, I’m hopeful we are 
finally putting into practice at our church a clearer expression of how expansive and 
inclusive is the body of Christ.  
 

Over the next few months, we’re going to learn how to share the vitality of CLC even 
though our gathering together is more decentralized than it was in the past. I’m not 
exactly sure how to do that, but I know that we, together, can make the body of 
Christ visible in new ways. When Jesus said “For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them,” we invested our energy in the “where.” It’s now 
time to focus on the “gathered” because no matter how we gather, it is Jesus himself 
who is uniting us as one. 

Blessed to be the church with you, 
Pastor Marc 



 

 

ANNUAL MEETING ROUNDUP—FEBRUARY 6, 2022 
 

Thank you to the 44 members who attended our online annual meeting February 6th! 
This was our first hybrid meeting, and we appreciate the grace you showed each 
other while we tried something new. The following is a short list of action items 
accomplished at the meeting:  
 

 • Reflected on the challenges of the last year and how the good news of Jesus 
Christ was proclaimed through word and deed.  

 • Discussion and passage of the 2022 budget.  

 • Elected and re-elected leaders to serve on the church council (the board of 
directors for the church).  

 • Electing 2 delegates and 2 alternates for the Camp Koinonia annual meeting. 

 • Check-in on financial health and future of the church. Your generosity has 
been amazing!  

 • The funding of 15 projects through our Special Gifts Fund including: 

 • Hygiene Kit Project for St. John's Lutheran Church ministry in Passaic, NJ  

 • Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ (LSMNJ) backpack project for kids 

 • LSMNJ Easter dinner project for seniors 

 • Center for Food Action (CFA) groceries for Thanksgiving  

 • Christmas satchels for sailors through Seafarer’s International 

 • Repayment of monies borrowed from the narthex renovation project for 
the roof replacement project  

 • Support for the Bishop’s Challenge to generate a fund to further 
education/other opportunities for clergy and seminarians of African 
descent  

 • Installation of a French drain in the Sanctuary to address the water 
seepage issue 

 • Special music for church worship in 2022  

 • Replacement of outside steps by the boiler room. 
 
 
 



 

 • Donation to the “Life for a Child” non-profit that supports young people 
with diabetes  

 • Replenishment of our emergency fund which was used to fund 
emergency projects throughout 2021 

 • Co-sponsor a refugee family through Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Services 

 • Additional funds to our livestream project  

 • Raising the additional monies needed so that we can begin installing AC 
in the sanctuary  

 

YOUR 2022-2023 CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

The following individuals currently serve as the “board of directors” for the church. 
The church council oversees the business and ministerial activities at CLC. These 12 
individuals meet monthly to manage budgets, coordinate activities with our various 
committees and prayerfully discover where God is taking us as a congregation. 
Officers for the board will be elected during their initial meeting in February.  
 

Ed Bailey Carla Hoenigmann 

Brian Conboy Kim Kearns  

Meredith Drobinske Jerry Miano, Treasurer 

 Nancy Kerber Martin Thalmann 

 Heather Henry Mary Zeigler 

 Pastor Marc A. Stutzel 

 
We are grateful for Coleen Daub and Lynn Lesko who completed two terms on 

council. Your faithfulness and commitment to Christ’s church was a gift to the entire 
community. The last year has been a challenge – yet you were exactly what God 
wanted in leadership during this time. Thank you for being a good shepherd for this 
part of the body of Christ! 
 

  



 

NEWS FROM CHURCH COMMITTEES 
 

Care Committee’s Annual Blanket Fund Drive will continue for a few more weeks. 
You’re invited to donate funds to Church World Service to support their blanket 
ministry. These blankets go to support individuals experiencing an extreme crisis 
such as fleeing from their homes or recovering from a disaster. A sample of the 
blanket that is used and a box to collect cash donations is located in our church 
lobby (narthex).  
 
Food Donations to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry When you enter the sanctuary, you 
might notice a big yellow box in the lobby (narthex). That’s where we collect food 
donations to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry based in Park Ridge. The Food Pantry serves 
approximately 100-110 families a week. Families receive multiple bags of groceries 
including fresh produce, milk, eggs, bread, and more. Your donation will help feed 
your neighbors! Feel free to bring your donations to church, and we will bring 
them to the Pantry. During February, the Pantry is looking for canned soups. 
 
Lord, Hear Our Prayer! The congregation has a team of volunteers who are 
committed to raising to God your prayers. These prayers range from thanksgiving 
for new joys and urgent prayers for an immediate crisis. Contact the church office 
(201-391-4224 or clc4u2@verizon.net) with concerns/celebrations. 

 

A Financial Update: At the end of December, giving compared to 2021 was up 
1.0%. Total Income was $231,977, and expenses were $251,385. Our loss through 
the year was $19,408. We covered the loss through money set aside for the 
purpose earlier in the year. Thank you for supporting your faith community!         
By pooling our contributions together, we continue to the work of Christ in our 
neighborhood. Thank you! 
 
Worship Wants to Know Your Favorite Hymns? Over the last few years, we’ve 
added new music to all our worship events. The Worship Committee would like to 
update their list of your favorite hymns. This will help with our own worship 
planning into the future. Starting on February 13th, lists of contemporary pieces 
and copies of hymnals will be in the lobby. We invite you to take a few minutes 
before or after worship to flip through and fill out a little index card listing your 
favorites. We’ll collect this information through the middle of March.  
 



 
One Worship Service at 10:30 am on Sunday, February 20th: Pastor Marc will be 
away that weekend so the Worship Committee will be hosting a Hymn Sing during 
10:30 am worship. There will be no 9:00 am worship that day. We’ll be flipping 
through the hymnals while singing (safely and spread out) during worship. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 
Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday March 2: Ash Wednesday will be in-person and 
online this year. You are invited to meet in the sanctuary at 12:00 Noon for a 
spoken word worship or meet in the evening for worship at 7:30 pm.  
 One of our traditions on Ash Wednesday is to reveal the mark left on our 
forehead at our baptism using ash. The making of an ashen cross on our forehead 
is a sacramental act that does not require an ordained person to make the mark. 
When we bless one another, make the sign of the cross, and hold our hands in 
prayer, we are practicing sacramental acts. They allow us to bodily express the 
divine love God has for us while preparing us for the acts of grace Jesus gives us 
every day. Pastor Marc will be making the ashen cross on people’s forehead during 
worship, and you are invited to do the same at home. On Sunday, February 27th, 
you can pick up a small cup of ash during worship as well as our Lenten devotional.  
You can also stop by the church office between 9:30 am and 2:30 pm during that 
week to pick up ashes. If you are unable to pick up ashes, please contact the 

church office, and we will see that you receive some. 
 
Devotion for Lent:  Steadfast Love provides daily devotions for each day from Ash 
Wednesday (March 2) to Easter Sunday. These passages come from Henri J. M. 
Nouwen, one of the most beloved spiritual thinkers of the 20th century, who wrote 
passionately about the steadfast love of God in a way that has touched the hearts 
of readers the world over. Excerpts from Nouwen’s inspiring insights are paired 
with original reflections and prayers. You can pick up a copy at church in late 
February or request one to be mailed to you.  
 
Daily Devotion Update: Thank you to everyone who took our Devotion Challenge! 
We appreciate everyone who compared two devotions and gave us their feedback. 
The Worship Committee has decided to continue using Christ in Our Home for 
2022. If you would like a printed copy, feel free to pick one up at church or contact 
the church office.  
 
 



 
Update to In-Person Worship Practices: The Worship Committee continues to 
regularly review our worship practices to keep worship inviting, welcoming and 
inclusive. Starting on February 13th, we'll be changing how our worship bags work. 
Since the pandemic began, we've included in the worship bags a copy of the 
bulletin and a wafer to be used during communion. In the middle of February, 
we'll continue offering a small number of worship bags with bulletin/wafer but 
have a large pile of bulletins and wafers set to the side that you can pick up.       
You will be able to grab the number of bulletins and wafers your family needs 
(knowing that those numbers aren't always the same). We'll experiment and see 
how this works for us. We're also making plans to reintroduce communion at the 
rail during Lent. Information about that will be available at a later date.  
 
Altar Flowers:  Often our worship space is beautified by flowers that grace the 
sides of the altar. The two bouquets are ordered from a local florist and are 
sponsored by members of the congregation. Those who order altar flowers are 
then invited to take a bouquet home or have them delivered to members of the 
community. The price for these two bouquets has increased to $60. This is an 
increase from last year and the Worship Committee wanted to share different 
ways you can support this ministry.  
 First, a sign-up poster will continue to be in the lobby (narthex) for you to 
sign-up for a specific worship date. You can also call the church and see if a week is 
available. When it gets closer to that date, you will be connected to the Parish 
Administrator to pay for the flowers and designate how they will be used. 
 Second, if you would like to sponsor only one bouquet instead of two, talk to 
your fellow folks at CLC. You can partner up and co-sponsor a week. Just let the 
church office know once you've worked that out. 
 Third, if you would like to support the use of flowers but do not need/want a 
bouquet, you can designate a financial gift to the Flower Fund. The Flower Fund is 
part of the church's finances where the money for flowers is kept. You can make a 
gift online or by using the "Special Offering" envelope in your packet. Make sure to 
write "Flower Fund" on it.  
 When a bouquet is delivered to a community member, we are 
acknowledging that their presence was felt during worship. The body of Christ 
extends further than whoever is physically gathered in the sanctuary on Sunday. 
The flowers are used to affirm our connections to each other, and we're grateful 
for the ways you've made this happen in the life of CLC.  
 



 
Our Typical Sunday Worship Opportunities 
1) Our regularly scheduled in-person worship takes place at 9:00 am and 10:30 am. 

Please wear a mask and refrain from greeting one another in the narthex. 
Special pew markers will show you how to sit six feet distant from those around 
you. Worship materials will be available on a narthex table: wine or grape juice 
and a brown paper bag with a bulletin and wafer. 

 
2) Each worship will be streamed on Facebook 

(https://www.facebook.com/clc4u/live), 
YouTube(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaoB8mout3qnMGLGzaOmXng ), 
and our website (www.clc4u.com).  

 
3) Listen to 9:00 am worship via Conference Call: dial 646-558-8656, enter meeting 

id: 892 2457 5750 and then #. Hit # to ignore participant id and enter password 
195901. 

 
4) Listen to 10:30 am worship via Conference Call: dial 646-558-8656, enter meeting 

id: 827 672 730 and then #. Hit # to ignore participant id and enter password 
195901. 

 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 
Phone/Contact Directory Update: It’s time to update our directory! For those 
attending in-person worship, we’ll have sheets in the lobby (narthex) for you to 
review your contact information. Please update by writing in your new 
information. You can also contact the church office (201-391-4224 or 
clc4u2@verizon.net) if your address, email address, phone number, and cellphone 
have changed since we last printed a directory in 2018. We will be printing the 
new directory in March.  
 
Interested in Joining CLC as a Voting Member? We’re a blessed community of 
faith filled with amazing people. We could not be who God wants us to be without 
you being a part of it. As a federal non-profit, our decision-making process is 
governed by people who decide to be “voting members” of this congregation. 
Speak to Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) if you’re interested. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/clc4u/live
http://www.clc4u.com/


Annual Report: Our congregational meeting might be over, but you can still request 
a copy of the report. Contact the church office, and we will mail one to you!  
 
Update on Church Infrastructure Projects:  We want to share updates about 
projects happening at the church you voted on during our special congregational 
meeting.  

1) The Security System is slowly being installed. Many of the cameras have 
been installed (you will see them around the building), but we’re waiting for 
updated locks to be installed on the doors to the church office and Ospal 
fellowship hall.  

2) Steps by the Boiler Room will be repaired. Due to weather this work will be 
postponed until the spring. 

3) Repair of the Choir Loft is finished! The choir loft was rebuilt, the carpet 
salvaged and padded, and the carpets steam cleaned. 

4) An Air Conditioning final bid was passed along to the church council, and we 
are waiting for final approval of funding from the congregation for it to 
happen.  

Kids and Adults: Education and More! 
 

Sunday School will meet in-person in February! Our first session will be on 
February 13 at 9:45 am - and we will do a group service project. We’ll then meet on 
February 27 to introduce Lent which starts that Wednesday. Please contact Pastor 
Marc or Meredith Drobinske if you have any questions. 
 

Confirmation: Our partnership with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church continues! 
This year we will be digging into the Bible, providing an overview of all sixty-six 
books. During February, we’ll meet on the 6th and 20th at 6:30 pm online. If you 
have any questions, please contact Pastor Marc at pastormarc@clc4u.com. 
 

No-cost College Search Webinars: Planning for college isn’t easy. It’s best to be 
prepared. The ELCA college community is inviting you to attend a variety of college 
webinars in February. Topics includes Get the Most Out of a College Visit, Admissions 

Directors ’Advice, How to Pay for College, Starting Your Search, and an Overview of 
Your College Search (in Spanish). Visit imaginecolleges.org/webinars/ to register.  
 

 

 

mailto:pastormarc@clc4u.com


Community and NJ Synod News 
 

Bishop’s Challenge: Quilting in the African American 
Tradition. On February 16th at 7:00 pm, join Professor Steven 
Hobbs for a Zoom presentation about the traditions of quilting 
in the African American tradition. Dr. Hobbs, a retired law 
professor, is a renowned storyteller and quilter who has given 
presentations throughout the country. His educational and 
inspirational stories will connect our Bishop's Challenge quilt 
project to the history of quilting. Learn more and register by 
visiting www.njsynod.org/bishopschallengeevents. 
 

Bishop’s Challenge: Book Study—Join Bishop Bartholomew Tues., February 22nd  or 

Thurs., February 24th, 7:30-9:00 pm for a discussion of Isabel Wilkerson’s book, The 
Warmth of Other Suns. This book uses the stories of three families to tell how and 
why millions of Black Americans left the South between 1915 and 1970 in what is 
known today as The Great Migration. It is available at your local Bergen County 
library. Learn more/register at: www.njsynod.org/bishopschallengeevents. 
 

Tubing for Charity! Neighbors in our community are organizing their 2nd annual 
tubing event on February 14th. Last year, this event raised several thousand dollars    
to support the work of the Tri-Boro Food Pantry. If interested, sign-up before        
the event at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4aaca72dabff2-2ndannual.     
Cost is $30. a person, and it will be held at Campgaw Mountain in Mahwah. 
 

Camp Cross Roads: New Program Directors, Employment Opportunities, and 
Register for Summer Camp today! This is a year-round camp and retreat center in the 
heart of NJ. Sponsored and supported by the NJ Synod and Episcopal Diocese of 
Newark, the camp works to sustain, nurture and deepen faith of all people. Helen and 
Dylan Payanzo (who spent many summers on staff) joined as Programs Director on 
January 1st. They will lead summer programs and year-round retreats, as well as other 
administrative responsibilities and projects. In 2022, Camp Cross Roads summer camp 
will be happening! You can learn more about the camp and many of its programs by 
visiting: www.crossroadsretreat.com/summer-programs/. If you are interested in 
being a counselor, visit www.crossroadsretreat.com/employment/ to learn more.    
 

Camp Koinonia’s Annual Meeting will be at Emanuel Lutheran Church Sun., Feb. 27, 
3:00 pm-6:00 pm. All delegates must participate on Zoom for consistent voting. The 
Camp Koinonia annual meeting is similar to our own annual meeting. Delegates from 
CLC will participate and look forward to hearing more about the future of the camp!  
 

http://www.crossroadsretreat.com/summer-programs/
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2022 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2      

Worship 

Committee 

Meets 
10:00 am 

3 4 5 

6    
Streaming Sanctuary 

Worship with 

 Holy Communion 

 

One Worship Service 

10:00 am 

Annual Congregation 

Meeting, 11:00 am 

Confirmation Class 
6:30 pm 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

Care 

Committee 

Meets 
10:00 am 

9 

 
 

Chancel Choir 

Zoom Rehearsal 
8:00 pm 

10 
 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

13  

  Streaming Sanctuary 

Worship with 

 Holy Communion 

 

9:00 am and  

10:30 am  
 

Sunday Church 

School—9:45 am 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

15 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Finance 

Committee  

Meets 
7:30 pm 

16 

 

 

 

 
 

Chancel Choir 

Zoom Rehearsal 
8:00 pm  

17 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

20    
Streaming Sanctuary 

Worship with 

 Holy Communion 

9:00 am and  

10:30 am  

 

Confirmation Class 
6:30 pm 

21 

 

22 

 

 
 

23 

 

Chancel Choir 

Zoom Rehearsal 
8:00 pm 

24 

 

 

 
Congregation 

Council Meets 
8:00 pm 

25    

 

 

 

 

26 

27        

 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 

9:00 am and 

10:30 am  

Sunday Church 

School--9:45 am 
 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLCW Board 

Meets 
7:30 pm   
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