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PASTOR’S NOTE

	 

	 On my desk is a small pile of pink index cards with the words “Prayer 
Request” stamped on the top. They originally sat in small wooden holders in the 
back of pews before being picked up, written on, and then placed on the 
communion rail during worship. Every week, who and what we pray for changes 
depending on what was written on the cards. We’ve prayed for people who are ill, 
family members facing a difficult choice, and given thanks for all the amazing 
things that have happened to our friends. The pink prayer cards provide an 
opportunity to supplement the printed prayers in our bulletin since life keeps 
happening even after the bulletins are printed. These prayer cards are how we pray 
for and with each other and I’m hoping to figure out how to add a version that will 
invite people worshipping from home to share their own prayer requests during 
worship, too. I’ve kept this current pile of prayer cards on my desk longer than I 
usually do because they represent something special. These cards include prayer 
requests made by some of the kids who make worship at CLC the vibrant 
experience it should be. These prayer cards are filled with the names of aunts, 
uncles, friends, grandparents, and even some small furry friends. And when these 
kids filled out the prayer cards, I didn’t see them being pushed by their parents to 
do so. Rather, they know the power of prayer because they are surrounded by it 
when we gather in Jesus’ name. 

	 This is one of those years when Lent begins on Valentine’s Day. On a day filled 
with chocolate, roses, and candy hearts, we’ll talk about dust and ashes. You’ll be 
invited to join your community at 12 noon or 7:30 pm to have the Cross placed on 
your forehead during baptism revealed with black ash. It’s an opportunity to 
remember how love is more than an emotion, feeling, or some kind of noun that 
we hold. Love is a verb that moves, flows, and invites you to thrive. We model this 
love in many different ways through our personal relationships with each other, 
our family members, and our neighbors. We live out the love of God we receive 
every day through the service we offer to strangers. We trust the love that has 
claimed us as God’s own by staying close to the Cross which shows how far God’s 
love will go. And we make this love real by leaning into the gift of prayer - a gift 
that we do for us and for those who have no one to pray for them. This Lent, I 
invite you to not only pray but ponder all you do to help others pray as well. And I 
hope that all our prayers ground us in the love that will never let us go.


Blessed to be the church with you, Pastor Marc 



ANNUAL MEETING REWIND: THANK YOU!


A big thank you to the 37 people who attended our annual meeting 
on February 4th! The meeting started approximately at 11:15 am af-
ter a lively worship in the sanctuary. The hybrid nature of the meeting 
allowed folks from all over to participate and vote throughout the 75 
minute meeting.


The following is a short list of what happened at the meeting:

• Leaders of our various committees and those who serve on church council 

shared reports and highlights about ministry at CLC in 2023. We also shared 
our initial thoughts about what God is up to in our community in 2024. 


• Your financial gifts cut our 2023 deficit half of plan. Thank you! We 
presented, discussed, and voted on a 2024 budget reflecting your generosity.


• The community re-elected 3 leaders to serve on the church council (aka 
board of directors). 


• 2 delegates and 2 alternates were elected to attend Camp Koinonia’s annual 
meeting that will take place on February 25th. 


• Over $150,000 was designated from our Special Gifts fund to support 
ministry projects locally and all around the world. A detailed list will appear 
below.


• We also officially passed the 2nd reading of a change to our church’s 
constitution. A congregational meeting needs to have the lesser of 35 or 10% 
of the number of voting members at CLC to constitute a quorum. These 
meetings need a quorum to conduct any official business. 


Thank you for everyone who asked questions, shared their ideas and comments, as 
we live into the vision God’s call has for CLC in Woodcliff Lake.


YOUR 2023-2024 CHURCH COUNCIL 

The following individuals have been elected to serve as the “board of directors” for 
the church: Ed Bailey, Brian Conboy, Kim Kearns, Nancy Kerber, Heather Henry, 
Carla Hoenigmann, Lynn Lesko, Janet Post, Martin Thalmann, Mary Zeigler, Pastor 
Marc A. Stutzel. They oversee, manage, and steward the business and ministerial 
activities of CLC. These 11 individuals will meet monthly to manage budgets, 
coordinate activities with our various committees and prayerfully discover where 
God is taking us as a congregation. Officers for the board will be elected at their 
initial meeting on February 15.




SPECIAL GIFT PROJECTS FUNDED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING

After a busy year interacting with the Trustees of the Ricci Founda-
tion, we received a 2021 distribution and a 2022 distribution in 2023. 
With the money we set aside last year, the Special Gifts Committee 
forwarded to the council a list of 20 ministry projects to support.


Here’s a list of projects we’re funding to help ministry at CLC:

• The hiring of musicians for special church worship events. 

• Remodeling the Men’s Bathroom outside our Opsal Hall which was last 

updated in the 1960s.
• Increased our reserve for future budget deficits.

• Added to the funds already set aside to repave our parking lot.

• Money to enhance our coffee hours after worship.

• Training through Stephen’s Ministry to help grow our ability to take care of 

one another.

• Funds to help pay for licenses and any future hardware gear for live-

streaming worship. 

• Building a pollination garden at CLC to help our Genesis Garden and the 

local community. 

Here’s a list of what we’re supporting outside the church: 

• Our friends at Lutheran Church of the Savior in Paramus are adding a 

transitional kindergarten to their pre-school. This gift will help fund 
additional staff they will need to hire. 


• A donation to Disabled American Veterans. 

• A donation to the Lutheran Mission among the Navajo at Rock Point, AZ.

• A donation to Camp Koinonia to support their Capital Campaign.

• A donation to Camp Cross Roads to support their Summer Camp program.

• Supporting the work Bethlehem Lutheran Church in New Orleans is doing to 

build affordable housing. 

• Supporting Easter Dinners through Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ.

• Backpacks of School Supplies for Kids.

• Supporting Center for Food Action’s Thanksgiving Project.

• Christmas Satchels for Seafarers’ Ministry.

• Scholarship support for a Lutheran Seminarians. 

• A donation to support a church under redevelopment




If you filled out the application for one of the above projects, please fill out a 
Special Gifts Financial Form (a half-sheet of paper located in the church mailboxes 
outside the office) and place into Jerry Miano’s mailbox. 


GROWING IN GENEROSITY


Thank you from JoAnn about the Altar Flowers: One of the ways we support one 
another is by sending flowers from our altar to folks in our community. JoAnn Sallo 
wanted to share the following with you:“God and CLC both know when I need a 
special lift! The flowers from the service on January 28th are so festive and bright 
one can’t look at them without saying Thank You Lord for making such beauty and 
Thank You CLC for sharing.” The two flower bouquets behind the altar come from a 
local florist and cost $65. You’re invited to sponsor those flowers, taking one home 
for yourself and having the other delivered to someone in the community. For 
more information, contact the church office (201-391-4224 or clc4u2@verizon.net) 
or sign the “flower chart” that is hanging in the narthex (church lobby). You can 
also sign up to join the team of people who delivers those flowers as well. 


Knit 1 Crochet Too! Blankets, hats, and more for Foster Kids Bergen CASA (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates) is a non-profit organization that supports children 
from birth to 21 who have experienced severe neglect or abuse. In 2019, over 50% 
were children of color and over 30% were Latinx. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) young people are over-represented in foster 
care, where they are more likely to experience discrimination, abuse, neglect and 
the risk of harm. Bergen CASA advocates for each individual child in foster care so 
they have access to the services, education, and opportunities to help them thrive. 
Nancy Ulanday and Debbie Louis recently delivered over a 100 hats, gloves, and 
blankets the Knit 1, Crochet Too group created. These will go to the 86 kids Bergen 
CASA is currently working with. This is what living out God’s love looks like! 


A Big Thank You, and an Open Invitation to Christ Lutheran Church Women: 
CLCW would like to thank everyone who attended our Annual Meeting on 
January 21. We enjoyed a delicious lunch and fellowship, voted for officers and 
shared annual benevolences along with hopes for the coming year. We 
encourage all who are interested to join our monthly meetings and participate 
on our committee. Meetings are held either in-person or remotely via Zoom. 
We met right at press time but the invitation is still open. Please reach out to 
the church office or Carla Hoenigmann for an invite to our next meeting. 




PLEASE SAVE THE DATE- Our Annual Trash and Treasure Sale will take place on 
Saturday May 4.  More information coming soon on collection dates, and how 
you can get involved.


WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!


Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14: You are invited to meet in our sanctu-
ary at 12 noon for a spoken word worship or meet in the sanctuary in the evening at 
7:30 pm for worship led by our choir. One of our traditions on Ash Wednesday is to 
reveal the mark left on our forehead at our baptism using ash. When we bless one 
another, make the sign of the cross, and hold our hands in prayer, we are practicing 
sacramental acts. They allow us to bodily express the divine love God has for us while 
preparing us for the acts of grace Jesus gives us every day. 


Devotion for Lent: Gathered into One provides daily devotions for each day from Ash 
Wednesday to the Resurrection of Our Lord/Vigil of Easter (traditionally known as 
Holy Saturday). Devotions begin with an evocative image and a brief passage from 
First Corinthians. The apostle Paul writes this letter to the church in Corinth after 
hearing of quarreling and divisions among the people. He teaches the Corinthians 
that each person has a unique set of gifts from the Holy Spirit, given for the common 
good, and reminds them that the church is the body of Christ, joined together with 
one bread, one cup, one baptism, one God, and one Spirit. Copies are available at the 
church or contact the office to have one mailed to you.


Two Worships on Sunday at 9:00 am and 10:30 am: At 9:00 am, worship is 
approximately 45 minutes long and uses contemporary guitar-led Christian music to 
share the gospel. David Scance leads the music. At 10:30 am, worship is led by the 
organ and supported by our Chancel Choir. Argine Safari leads the music for this 
worship.


Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/clc4u/live;  YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u; and our website 

www.clc4u.com


If you would like to listen over the phone, dial 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship, 
enter the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:30 am worship, enter meeting 
id: 827 672 730 and then #. For both worships, hit # to ignore participant id and enter 
password 195901.




2024 February 2024
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4     
One Worship 

10:00 am 

Annual  
Congregation  

Meeting 
11:00 am

5 6 7 
Worship  

Committee 
10:00 am 

Bible Study  
11:00 am 

Choir Rehearsal 
4:30 pm

8 9 10

Meals on 
Wheels 

Tea  
Party 

2:00 pm

11    
Transfiguration 

Worship 
9:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School  
9:45 am 

Last Day Collecting 
for the Souper Bowl! 

12 

Finance 
Committee 

7:30 pm 

13 

Knit One, 
Crochet 

Too! 
10:00 am

14 

Care Committee   
10:00 am 

Ash Wednesday 
12 Noon 

Choir Rehearsal 
4:30 pm 

Ash Wednesday 
7:30 pm

15 

Church 
Council 
 7:30 pm

16 17 

18   
First Sunday in Lent 

Worship 
9:00 am & 10:30 am 

19 20
 21 
Bible Study  

11:00 am 

Choir Rehearsal 
4:30 pm

22 23 24

25 
Second Sunday in 

Lent 
Worship 

9:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School  
9:45 am

26 27 
Knit One, 
Crochet 

Too! 
10:00 am

28 
Bible Study  

11:00 am 

Choir Rehearsal 
4:30 pm

29
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