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PASTOR’S NOTE: 
 
How do you know if your “devotion” is working? 
 
I’ve been pondering that question ever since the worship committee asked you to 
help decide on the at-home devotional we’ll be using in 2022. For a number of years, 
“Christ in Our Home” has been the print devotional we’ve given out at church.          
We wanted to make sure this was still serving the needs of the community so we 
invited you to compare “Our Daily Bread” to "Christ in Our Home.” Several of you 
have already shared your thoughts, and we appreciate all your feedback. It’s been 
fun seeing how different people need different things to feed their faith. For some, a 
personal story creates space for deep reflection while others feel encouraged by 
several well-curated verses from the Bible. Sometimes a prayer that is tied to recent 
events invokes a sense of wonder that stirs a sense that Jesus is here right now. And 
then there’s the simple reality that to engage with the devotional, a larger print and a 
different kind of font makes all the difference. There’s no one theme or idea or 
structure that makes a devotion work. Rather these words are accessible, relatable 
and, in their own way, designed just for you. And that, “for you,” makes me think of 
our communion liturgy. When we gather, either in-person or virtually, to join Jesus at 
his table, we find ourselves in the presence of One who truly knows us. That means 
our entire story - all the good, the bad and the bits we don’t even remember - are not 
hidden from view. If it’s part of who we are, it’s with us at the Lord’s Table.             
And when Jesus takes the bread and blesses it, he gives it to you. That bread is to 
feed your entire story and not only for the bits we feel are totally faithful.                     
A devotional, then, is meant to work in a similar way. It speaks to the fullness of your 
story because your story is worth being fed.  
 
So I invite you, during this Advent season, to remember that your faith is worth 
feeding. The print devotionals we’re comparing this season might be exactly what 
you need. We also have an Advent and Christmas specific devotion, “Heaven and 
Nature Sing,” that might be a small spark to ignite your faith. Either way, please take 
some time during this busy season to stay connected to the One who entered our 
human story. And may the light that shines everywhere during this season bring you 
hope, peace, joy and love. 

Seeya in church, Pastor Marc 
  



GROWING IN GENEROSITY 
 

Christmas Gifts for Children and Families in Need:  We will be working with 
Westwood Social Services as well as the Tri-Boro Food Pantry to provide holiday gifts 
to local families. For Westwood Social Services, we’ve been asked to provide gift 
cards. They can be in any denomination you would like to give, and we’ll need them 
delivered to the church by Sunday, December 12. We’re inviting you to purchase 
bank-based gift cards (i.e., Visa or MasterCard) so that recipients can shop wherever 
they would like. A sign-up is posted online.   
 If you would like to purchase a specific item, we will have a list in early 
December supporting families who use the Tri-Boro Food Pantry. A sign-up will be 
posted online and at the church once it’s available. If you have any questions, please 
contact me (kate.stutzel@gmail.com) or see me at church.             As always, thank 
you for your generosity as we make this a nice Christmas for those in need. – Kate 
Stutzel 
 
Well Wishes for Your Faith Community—The Love Tree: One of our amazing 
traditions at CLC is the Love Tree! The Care Committee invites everyone in the 
congregation to send a Christmas blessing to the entire congregation. There is a 
tree in the narthex where you can share your wishes for the entire congregation. 
You’re also invited to consider contributing to the Care Committee what you 
would spend on sending Christmas cards to your friends at CLC. Your gift helps the 
Care Committee organized monthly luncheons for members, support those who 
live at the Waterfront adult home across the reservoir, gifts for new parents, 
greeting cards sent to members, the prayer chain, meals to those in need,       
Easter and Christmas baskets to shut-ins and support for our prison ministry. 
Thank you for taking care of your faith community! 
 
Christmas As Sea Project: For our annual Seafarers 
Christmas At Sea project, we assembled 25 satchels,        
each filled with a hoodie, T-shirt, socks, along with 
homemade scarves and hats by the Knit 1 Crochet Too 
team, chocolate bars and a Christmas card from the church. 
These satchels will bring Christmas Eve joy to a crew sailing 
the seven seas. Thank you to everyone who worked on this 

project and for the funds from CLC’s Special Gifts for making 
this a successful event.      
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CLC’s Annual Grocery Bag Project: One of our projects supported by Special Gifts is 
to provide bags of groceries to the Center for Food Action in time for Thanksgiving. 
After consulting with CFA, we sent them a check covering the food we would have 
provided. They were able to use our financial gift to get exactly what they’re clients 
needed. Thank you for voting for this important project!  
 
Harvest Altar on November 21: Your generosity                   
is amazing! Thank you for the hundreds of pounds of 
fresh produce you donated to our annual harvest altar. 
Potatoes, squashes, oranges and apples were delivered 
to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry in Park Ridge. We also 
welcomed Janelle Larghi, Director of the pantry,              
to worship as well. She shared that a few months ago       
a client came to the pantry with a single request.             
She wanted one fresh tomato so that she could make       
a tomato sandwich. A few minutes before her request, 
volunteers from CLC had delivered the first tomatoes of 
the season to the pantry (all 47 lbs. of them).            
Janelle called that a “God moment.” We look forward    
to using what we can to support the needs of all           
our neighbors. 
  

NEWS FROM CHURCH COMMITTEES 
 

The Stewardship Committee’s 2022 campaign wraps up on December 5! We invite 
you to share how you are “Rooted to Grow” by sending in your Time and Talent 
Sheets as well as your financial pledge for 2022. We’ll be accepting pledge cards 
through December so if you new a few more weeks to prayerfully discern how God 
is calling you to support your faith community, the time is available to you. Please 
return your pledge forms to the church office. If you misplaced yours, let us know 
and we will send you a new one! 
 
Interested in Joining CLC as a Voting Member? We’re a blessed community of 
faith filled with amazing people. We could not be who God wants us to be without 
you being a part of it. As a federal non-profit, our decision-making process is 
governed by people who decide to be “voting members” of this congregation.       
As we look towards 2021, make your voice known by becoming a voting member. 
Speak to Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) if you’re interested.  
 



What is the Church Council? The work that God has called everyone at CLC to goes 
on 24 hours a day, seven days a week with the guidance, insights and decision-
making of pastors and deacons. The Church Council serves as the board of 
directors for CLC. It’s members relate to the active committees at the church while 
providing oversight over the church’s finances, property and more. Through a 
collaborative process, the members of the Church Council work to help all of us 
make the gospel real in this place. If you’re interested in learning more about the 
work of the Council or are feeling called by the Holy Spirit to play a more active 
role at CLC, please speak to Pastor Marc.  
 

A Financial Update: At the end of November, giving compared to 2020 was down 1.5%. 
Income was $182,034, and expenses were $209,201. Our loss through November was 
$27,167, which was higher than last year but $3800 better than budget. Your giving in 
October was amazing! The rise in our investments during October also meant we did 
not have to use our restricted funds to cover operating expenses. Thank you for working 
together to share Christ’s love here in Northern New Jersey. 
 

Ricci Trust Update For the last several years, we have been working with other 
beneficiaries of the Anna and Dominick Ricci Foundation to make sure the fund is 
being handled in the way we believed the Ricci’s would have wanted. Part of that 
work involved changing financial managers for the fund. After a lot of paperwork 
(including some that needed to be reviewed by the NJ Attorney General’s Office), 
new money managers took over the fund in mid-November. This new firm should 
enable beneficiaries to receive better information about how the fund is working, 
and the fees should be lower as well. Thank you to Bill, Noel, Nancy, the church 
council and everyone who has helped us be better stewards of the gracious gift 
Dominick and Anna Ricci left us. 
 

Heaven and Nature Sing: A Special Devotional for Advent 
and Christmas is the story of Jesus’ birth in the Gospel of 
Luke is filled with son. Luke begins with the news that 
Elizabeth and Zechariah, despite their old age, will have a 
son who will prepare people for the arrival of the long-
awaited Messiah. This is a prelude to the singing that 
follows from Elizabeth and Zechariah, Jesus’ mother, Mary, 
the prophets Simeon and Anna and even an angel choir! 
During these days of Advent and Christmas, may the good 
news of Jesus’ birth fill our lives and our world with joy and 
peace. Let heaven and nature sing!  
 



 

 
 

The Season of Advent is the first season in the church year, comprising the four 

weeks before Christmas. The word advent comes from the Latin, “to come,” and the 
church has observed Advent as weeks of preparation since the fifth century with 
themes of watchfulness, preparation and hope infusing this season. Together we 

both anticipate the celebration of God’s coming in the form of the Christ child and 
the final coming of Christ in the time to come. At CLC, a blue that mimics the color 
of the sky right before the dawn is the appointed color for the season. 
 As Christians, we use symbols to express visually the basic tenets of our faith 
and as reminders of the pilgrimage of our life in Christ. One such symbol is the 
Advent wreath. The Advent wreath has its roots in the pre-Christian practices of 
northern Europe as people lit candles and fires as they awaited the return of the 

sun.  As early as the Middle Ages, Christians used fire and   light 
to represent Christ's coming into the world. We eventually 
added additional symbols such as a wreath (a circle that 
represents the eternal victory over death through Jesus Christ) 

and evergreens (a sign of the faithfulness of God to God’s 
people, even in death) to help in the journey to Christmas. 
Each candle represents a theme that we live out during Advent. 

The first candle represents hope; the second represents peace; the third (colored 
pink or rose) reminds us of joy; and the fourth points to love. 
 

Christmas Eve - December 24 – A Musical Event!  
 

Each worship will include special music and the lighting of  candles: 
5:00 pm - Christmas Carols sung in a Contemporary Style 

10:30 pm - Organ-Led Carols with Special Guests 
 

Due to the nature of these services and the number of guests  
we expect to attend, masks will be required. 



Two Worship Services on Sunday: 9:00 am and 10:30 am: Our 9:00 am Sunday 
worship service is approximately 40 minutes long and uses contemporary Christian 
music to share the good news of Jesus! Our 10:30 am worship service uses hymns 
and an organ to bring Jesus to you. The message for children and the sermon are 
the same at both. You can worship on Facebook and over the phone at 10:30 am 
every Sunday or watch us on YouTube anytime during the weekend. Note: On 
Sunday, December 26 we will have one worship service at 10:00 am. 
 
Live-stream Update: We’re still waiting for the equipment we need to live-stream 
worship from our sanctuary. At the moment, the mics needed for the organ, piano, 
and choir are on backorder. We’re also waiting for the device that allows video 
from the cameras to broadcast over the internet to become available. We have no 
ETA when live-streaming will be possible. 
 
Christmas Decorating on December 5 immediately following the 10:30 am 
worship.  A light lunch is provided. All ages are invited. 
 
Share Your Musical Gifts (including for Christmas!) When words aren't enough, 
there's always music and singing! Music is an awesome way to share God's love for 
us. Thinking of getting involved? Our Chancel Choir rehearses online on 
Wednesday nights at 8:00 pm. Members will record their parts to create a 
worshipful video that will be shared during worship. We’re hoping that our virtual 
Chancel Choir, with members from across the area, will be able to join in for our 
Christmas Eve worship. We’re always looking for more voices to be included 
(especially deeper voices). If you’re interested in participating, contact our Director 
of Music, Argine at arginesafari@gmail.com. 
 

 

Three Sunday Morning Opportunities to Worship 
1) Sanctuary worship, 9:00 am and 10:30 am: Please wear a mask and refrain from 

greeting one another in the narthex. Special pew markers will show you how to 
sit six feet distant from those around you. Worship materials will be available 
on a narthex table: wine or grape juice and a brown paper bag with a bulletin 
and wafer. 

2) Worship on Facebook, 10:30 am, visit https://www.facebook.com/clc4u/live 
3) Listen to worship via Conference Call at 10:30 am. Dial 646-558-8656, enter 

meeting id: 827 672 730 and then #. Hit # to ignore participant id and enter 
password 195901. 
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            NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 
 

Update on Church Infrastructure Projects:  We want to share updates about projects 
happening at the church you voted on during our special congregational meeting.  

1) The security system is slowly being installed. Due to equipment shortages, 
we’re still waiting on some vital components.  

2) Live Streaming from the Sanctuary is also waiting for some vital components 
before it can be installed. 

3) Steps by the Boiler Room will be repaired. A contract has been signed and 
we’re waiting to schedule an installation date. 

 

Kids and Adults:  Education and More! 
 

Sunday School is back! It’s been so much fun spending time with God in age- 
appropriate ways. We meet after 9:00 am worship every two weeks to either 
participate in a service project or learn more about God’s love for us. We’ll meet on 
December 12 with a special meeting on December 19 to celebrate our virtual 
pageant. Contact Pastor Marc or Meredith Drobinske with any questions. 
 

Virtual Christmas Pageant:  Our pageant last year went really well, and we were 
able to include so many more families than we have in the past. This year we’re 
inviting kids to re-tell the Christmas story. The project involves learning the story 
and having their parents record their version (with a few prompts to help). This is a 
great way for kids to learn the story and claim it as their own. If your family would 
like to participate, please contact Pastor Marc. 
 

Confirmation: Our partnership with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church continues! 
This year we will dig into the Bible, providing an overview of all sixty-six books. 
During December, we will meet via Zoom on December 5 and December 19 at the 
church at 6:30 pm. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Marc at 
pastormarc@clc4u.com. 
 

Bishop's Challenge: A Joint Bible Study with Prince of Peace : On Tuesdays during 
December, we’ll meet online with our friends from Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Old Tappan to learn more about the African-American and Lutheran 
experience in the United States. The goal is to build our relationship with each 
other while having a conversation on what scripture says about injustice and to 
begin learning how a history of injustice has harmed African Americans. If you 
haven’t participated yet, you can still join in! Let Pastor Marc know if you would 
like to participate (pastormarc@clc4u.com), and he will send you the link. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

On November 28, Beth Gebhart from Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ visited CLC. 
Below is a list of their ministries in New Jersey! 



FP 

2021 December 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

  1 

Worship Comm. 

Meeting 
10:00 am 

2 3 4 

 

5         ADVENT 2 

Worship  
9:00 am 

Contemporary and   
 10:30 am 

Online + Traditional 

with Holy Communion 

   

Sanctuary Decorate 

With lunch - Noon 

Confirmation Class 
6:30 pm 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Special Gifts 

Comm. Mtg. 
8:00 pm 

7      
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study 

with  

Prince of Peace 
7:30 pm 

8 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 
8:00 pm 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Conversation 

With 

Temple  

Emanuel 
8:00 pm 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

11 

 

 

12       ADVENT 3 

Sunday School  
9:45 am 

 

Worship  
9:00 am 

Contemporary and   
 10:30 am 

Online + Traditional 

with Holy Communion 

 

Handchime Choir 
Following worship 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 
8:00 pm 

14 
 
 

Care  

Committee 

Meeting 
10:00 am 

 

 

Bible Study 

with  

Prince of Peace 
7:30 pm 

15 

 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 
8:00 pm  

16 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Council  

Meeting 
8:00 pm 

17 

 

 

18 

19      ADVENT 4 

Sunday School  
9:45 am 

Worship  
9:00 am 

Contemporary and   
 10:30 am 

Online + Traditional 

with Holy Communion 

 

Handchime Choir 
Following worship 

 

Confirmation Class 
6:30 pm 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoom Choir 

for Video 
8:00 pm 

 
 

21 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study 

with  

Prince of Peace 
7:30 pm 

 

22 

 
 

 

Chancel   Choir 

Rehearsal 
8:00 pm 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24     

CHRISTMAS 

EVE WORSHIP 

Online and 
 5:00 & 10:30 pm 

Sanctuary 

 

25 

 
 

26    1 CHRISTMAS  

 

One Worship Service 
10:00 am 

Holy Communion 
 

27 

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

28 

 
 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

29 
 

 
Church Office 

Closed 

30 

 

 
Church Office 

Closed 

31 

NEW YEARS 

EVE 

Church Office 

Closed 

JANUARY 1 

2022 

 

NEW YEARS  

DAY 
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