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PASTOR’S NOTE

| spend most of this season looking like the heat is never on. If you see me in the
church office, I'll most likely be in a jacket, hoodie, and a knitted hat with a puff ball
on top. Our property team does a very good job making sure the building is
working smoothly so | promise our boilers are working correctly. I, however, run
cold and so layering is how | get through the winter.

The art of layering, of putting more and more things on, is also a good description
for the holiday season. We tend to put on all kinds of experiences, emotions, and
stuff once Thanksgiving comes into view. We assume we’re supposed to invest all
kinds of time and energy making this season the best it can be. And so we bring
our kids to one more event, shop for one more gift, write one more Christmas card,
bake one more batch of cookies, and post one more photo on Instagram looking as
festive as we imagine we’re supposed to be. The work of Christmas, then, becomes
something we do since we imagine we’re the only ones who can make every
moment beautiful and bright. But when life happens, sorrow appears, and our
world doesn’t match what we see others post on social media, we put on layer
after layer of anxiety, sadness, frustration, and fear. Even if we tell ourselves that
no season will be perfect since perfection only exists in fairy tales, we’ll still feel as
if we’ve failed Christmas if we don’t layer it up just right.

Christmas, though, isn’t something we do. Christmas is the story of what God
always does instead. God intervened in the world to experience the fullness of
what life can be. That means God saw how comparison is thief thief of joy and how
our desire for perfection is only setting ourselves up for pain. And while we do
have a lot to do during the holidays, the reason for this season isn’t us. Christmas
comes because God refused to let us be the only ones who determine our story.

In Kayla Craig’s “Every Season Sacred,” her prayer for Winter includes the line “In
all the expectations and clanging cymbals of the holiday season, help our hearts
grow quiet. May every Nativity scene help us remember the Love that lies in the
manger.” | pray you can layer yourself this season with the love at heart of our God
knowing that God is for you and for the world.

— Blessed to be part of CLC with you, Pastor Marc



LOOKING BACK...

This December, we’re looking back to 1980 for insight on
how we can keep Christmas.

Keeping Christmas
There is a better thing than the observance of Christmas

*
Day, and that is keeping Christmas. 4 }
Are you willing to forget what you have done for other
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people, and to remember what other people have done %, @

for you?

To ignore what the world owes you, and to think what you % éi ;E §
owe the world? ki

To own that the only good reason for your existence is not
what you are going to get out of life, but what you are going to give to life?
Are you willing to stoop down and consider the needs and the desires of little
children?
To remember the weakness and loneliness of people who are growing old?
To stop asking how much your friends like you, and ask yourself whether you love
them enough?
To try to understand what those who live in the same house with you really want?
To trim your lamp so it will give more light and less smoke, and to carry it so that
your shadow will fall behind you?
To make a grave for your ugly thoughts and a garden for your kindly feelings, with
the gate open?
Are you willing to do these things even for a day?
Then you can keep Christmas.
Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in the world- stronger
than hate, stronger than evil, stronger than death- and that the blessed life which
began in Bethlehem nineteen hundred years ago is the image and brightness of
Eternal love?
Then you can keep Christmas.
And if you keep it for a day, why not always?
But you can never keep it alone.

- Henry Van Dyke.



GROWING IN GENEROSITY

Harvest Altar on November 23: Your generosity is amazing! Thank you for bringing
400 lbs of fresh apples, potatoes, squash, carrots, onions, and oranges to the altar
this year. This was 100 Ibs more than we gathered last year and 200 |bs more than
2 years ago Everything was delivered to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry in Park Ridge who
skipped their weekly produce order because of your gifts.

Care Committee Blanket Drive - Blanket the World in Love: When difficult things
happen, a kind and loving response can make all the difference. That’s why the
CWS Blankets program (cwsblankets.org) was created—to give a kind, loving and
tangible response to remind them they are not alone. The Care Committee is
collecting $10 blanket donations in the narthex.

Christmas At Sea Project: For our annual Seafarers
Christmas At Sea project, 44 satchels, each filled with a
hoodie, T-shirt, socks, some food, and homemade scarves
and hats by the Knit 1 Crochet Too team were delivered to
seafarers. We were able to nearly double up what we
typically do for this project. These satchels will bring
Christmas Eve joy to a crew sailing the seven seas. Thank you
to everyone who worked on this project, Diane Lintner for
leading it, and for you voting to use funds from CLC’s Special
Gifts to make this an amazing event!

Christ Lutheran Women Annual Christmas Gift Drive:
CLC-Women’s annual gift drive is in full swing. We’re collecting
35 gift cards to benefit those served by Westwood Social
Services as well as providing gifts for 20 kids served by the
Tri-Boro Food Pantry. The sign-up list was shared via our §
e-mail newsletter and in the bulletin. At press time, every kid *
has been sponsored and 30 gift cards promised. Gift cards
should be in $25 installments as either bank-based gift cards (i.e., Visa or
MasterCard) or to Target, Please return everything to the church by
Friday, December 12th. If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
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Good Wishes for Your Faith Community—The Love Tree:
One of our amazing traditions is the Love Tree. The Care
Committee invites everyone to send a Christmas blessing to
the entire congregation. There is a tree in the narthex
(church lobby) where you can share your message. These will
be collected, collated and re-printed in our Christmas Eve
bulletins. The Care Committee is no longer asking for a
financial donation to support their work and would prefer
everyone to share their Christmas blessings. If you won’t be in the building anytime
soon, you can still share a special message by calling the church office at
201-321-4224 or office@clc4u.com.

Knit 1 Crochet Too for Foster Kids: Bergen CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocates) is a non-profit
organization supporting children from birth to 21 who
have experienced severe neglect or abuse. In 2019, over
50% were children of color and LGBTQ young people are
over-represented in foster care. Bergen CASA advocates
for each individual child in foster care so they have
access to the services, education, and opportunities to " ¥
help them thrive. Nancy Ulanday and Debbie Louis |
recently delivered 150 hats, gloves, blankets and other
items Knit 1, Crochet Too group crafted and gathered
together. These will go to the over 80 kids Bergen CASA
works with.

Tri-Boro Food Pantry Needs: The Tri-Boro Food Pantry (located at 65 Pascack Road
in Park Ridge, at the back of Pascack Reformed Church - open Tuesdays/Thursdays
9:00 - 11:00 am) saw more people in November than they have in awhile. The
average of 120 families a week coming to the pantry increased to over 150. As the
pantry prepares its Holiday meal distribution and Christmas gift drive, consider
donating some of the staples the pantry regularly gives out: cold cereal, pasta,
jarred sauce, canned chicken & tuna, jelly, and canned soup. Please bring your
donations to church and we’ll deliver them to the pantry!



ALZHEIMER’S EDUCATION AND HELP

Living with Alzheimer's & Caring During the Holidays -

A Webinar: The holiday season can be a joyful time but for

s ,  caregivers of older adults, the season can give rise to stress,
alzheimer’s

. -t 2 frustration, anger and anxiety. The Alzheimer’s Association,

association’ Massachusetts and New Hampshire Chapter, is hosting a
presentation on Zoom you can join. Learn how to make your interactions during
this season positive and meaningful. You have two options to join in: Thursday,
December 4th at 6:00 pm and Monday, December 8th at 12:00 pm. Register by
visiting https://www.alz.org/manh/education-programs#Holidays.

Gift Guide for Caregivers and those Living with Alzheimer’s: Gift giving isn’t easy
and Alzheimer’s can complicate the kind of gifts you give. If you’re curious about
what might work for those living with Alzheimer’s or those caring for those living
with the disease, visit https://www.alz.org/help-support/resources/holidays/gift-
guide#caregivers for some ideas.

A Different Type of Dementia Is Changing What’s Known About Cognitive Decline:
The New York Times recently reported of a recently recognized form of dementia
known as LATE. Guidelines advising doctors how to identify it were published last
year. LATE is estimated to affect about a third of people 85 and older and 10
percent of people 65 and older. Some patients who have been told they have
Alzheimer’s may actually have LATE. LATE, shorthand for Limbic-predominant age-
related TDP-43 encephalopathy, is usually less severe than Alzheimer’s and unfolds
more slowly but there is no specific treatment for LATE. Biologically, Alzheimer’s
involves plaques formed by amyloid, followed by another protein, tau, forming
tangles. LATE involves abnormal accumulations of another protein, called TDP-43.
However, about half of 85-year-olds with severe Alzheimer’s also have LATE and
that combination can cause awful symptoms such as psychosis, urinary
incontinence, and more. For more information talk to your doctor and read the
article here: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/28/health/late-dementia-
alzheimers.html.
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YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES

An Update from the Finance Committee At the start of November our total
income was 5$200,882 while our expenses were $193,314. Year to Date,
financial gifts to the congregation are down 1.5% which is better than last
month. We appreciate how you are keeping up with your pledges. We are not
using any of our temporarily restricted funds to fund our operating costs. Thank
you to everyone who continues to invest in their faith community!

Save the Date - Annual Luncheon Meeting of Christ Lutheran Women on January
18, 2026 after 10:30 worship service: This meeting is a wonderful time of
fellowship with old friends and a perfect time to welcome new friends into our
community! You might already know about our annual Trash and Treasure sale, but
would you like to know how we decide where the proceeds of the sale go and how
we serve our church and wider community? We hope you can come and learn
more about our mission and how you can be a part of it!

What is the Church Council? The work God has called everyone to at CLC goes
on 24 hours a day, seven days a week with the guidance, insights and decision-
making of pastors and deacons. The Church Council serves as the board of
directors for CLC. Its members relate to the committees at the church while
providing oversight over the church’s finances, property and more. Through a
collaborative process, the members of the Church Council work to help all of us
make the Gospel real in this place. We'll need a few new members on the
council in 2026. If you’re interested in learning more about the work of the
Council or would like to visit a meeting, please speak to Pastor Marc.

The Care Committee’s mission is to care for Christ Lutheran Church and the
surrounding community. The Committee will meet in the Sonshine/Library
room on Wednesday, December 10th, at 10:00 am. The Care Committee
manages our prayer chain, meal train, prison ministry, Advent and Lenten
appeals, and more. This month the Care Committee will put together 10
Christmas gift baskets for those connected to our community who could use a
little joy this season.



Knit One Crochet Too: We meet weekly on Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the
Sonshine/library room to knit, craft, and chat. All skill levels welcome! Just stop
by until 3:30 pm to talk shop and form deeper friendships. Please speak to
Debbie Louis or Diane Lintner for more information.

Online Calendar on our Website: The online calendar is our master calendar at the
church! Check it out and contact the office (clcAu@verizon.net) to get your event
on the calendar.

2026 STEWARDSHIP DRIVE

In November, you were invited to prayerfully noticehow rooted you are. As faithful
followers of Jesus Christ, our roots begin in God’s grace. The cares of the world, the
distractions of our lives, and a perspective of scarcity that permeates our culture,
makes it easy to forget the promise God gives us. We are, in Christ, always with
God and this invites us embrace the abundance God gives us. In a world that
continues to seed uncertainty and fear in many sectors, we have the chance to
offer an alternative vision for the world. Rather than fear, there is love. Rather than
isolation, there is community. Rather than uncertainty, there is the rootedness of
God’s grace. Rather than scarcity, there is abundance. We are shifting to collecting
your pledge of time, talent, and treasure, to an electronic system though paper
copies are available at the church.

Our Time and Talent Form can be found here: www.clc4u.com/2026TimeTalent.
Our Financial Pledge form is here: www.clc4u.com/2026Pledge. We will continue
to collect stewardship pledges of time, talent, and financial gifts through early
January.

UPPER PASCACK VALLEY INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING

Thank you to Rabbi Loren Monosov, Cantor Alan Sokoloff,
and everyone at Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley for
hosting this year’s interfaith Thanksgiving service. The
money raised at this service went to support the work of
the Tri-Boro Food Pantry. For over 50 years, we’ve
gathered to support each other and give thanks for all our ‘g« *
faith has given us. We hope you can join us next year! |
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WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!
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CHRISTMAS EVE - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24

We welcome the Christ Child at night with worship including two special worship
events with music and the lighting of candles.

5:00 pm - Christmas Carols sung in a Contemporary Style

9:00 pm - Christmas Choir with Violins, Trumpet, Flute, and
other instruments

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28: One Worship at 10:00 am

Two Worships on Sunday at 9 am and 10:30 am: At 9:00 am, worship is approximately
45 minutes long and uses contemporary guitar-led Christian music led by David Scance.
At 10:30 am, worship is led by Argine Safari on the organ/piano and supported by our
Chancel Choir. Please note: there will be only one worship on December 28th.

Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on Sundays via
Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live , YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u
and our website www.clc4u.com

If you would like to listen over the phone, dial 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship,
enter the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:30 am worship, enter meeting
id: 827 672 730 and then #. The, for both worships, hit # to ignore participant id and
enter password 195901. On Sunday, December 28th, use the information for the 10:30
am to listen to the 10 am worship.

A Note from the Chancel (Teen Age/Adult) Choir: Our church choir rehearses on
Wednesdays at 4:45 pm and sing on Sunday mornings a couple of times a month.
We could always use additional singers for our Christmas Eve worship at 9 pm! If
you’re interested in participating, even if you've never sung in front of the
congregation before, please speak to Argine Safari.
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Poinsettias for Christmas Eve: We’re looking for sponsors of the poinsettias we’ll
use to decorate our altar on Christmas Eve. The cost for each 7” plant is $16.
Envelopes and an order form are available in the church narthex. If you would like
to place an order via phone, please contact the church office. Orders need to be in
by Wednesday December 10th. You can take the poinsettia home after 9 pm
worship on the 24th.

Humble and Holy - A Devotion for Advent: Humble and Holy
continues a centuries-old Christian tradition of setting aside time
to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth and to anticipate his
return. This devotional offers daily devotions for the first Sunday
of Advent through Epiphany (January 6th, 2026). The writers
bring their unique voices and pastoral wisdom to the texts we
will hear in worship and offer the voices of other witnesses in the
quotations they have chosen in the “To ponder” sections. The
devotional also provides household blessings and prayers to enrich your
preparations and celebrations during the Advent and Christmas seasons.

KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE!

Bible Study: Our Wednesday Bible Study is pouring through the gospels. We are
halfway through Luke and will move into John in the near future. We typically meet
on Wednesdays at 11 am but our schedule does change. Let Pastor Marc
(pastormarc@clc4u.com) know if you plan to attend.

Sunday School on December 7th and 21st: Why do we pray the way we do in church?
That’s our theme for this programming year. Our goal is to help kids discover how God is
always available to them and how anyone can pray. We'll also have service projects
scheduled throughout the year. If you would like to help or want your kids aged 3 to 11
to participate, please reach out to Pastor Marc.

Confirmation Class is tending to the Small Catechism and meet on Sunday mornings.
Our December schedule is still being determined during this busy time of year. Pastor
Marc will be in contact with parents and kids to find dates that work for the 3 students
in the program.



COMMUNITY EVENTS & NEWS

Christmas in the Park Tree Lighting, December 9th, 5:00 pm: Let’s
ring in the holiday season with a special event at Woodcliff Park
(next to Our Mother of the Church). CLC and Our Mother will be
hosting the event so feel free to park in OM’s parking lot. We're
planning to sing carols, serve Hot Chocolate, and see Santa. It’s
going to be a festive way to celebrate the holiday season. Since
we’re also hosting, we could use a few volunteers so please let
Pastor Marc know if you can help out.

Blue Christmas Service - Zion in Saddle River: Not every holiday season is full of smiles.
Our friends at Zion Lutheran Church in Saddle River (96 East Allendale Rd) is having a
Blue Christmas Service of Hope and Comfort on December 15th at 7:00 pm. The service
will include music, silence, warm candlelight, prayer, and light refreshments.

German Christmas Service: Our friends at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Pearl
River (112 North Main Street) will be hosting a special German Language Christmas
Service on December 21st at 2:00 pm. Call 845-735-2243 for more information.

The Lakeside Choraliers present “Holly Jolly Holidays”: On Sunday, December 14th at
3 pm, the Lakeside Choraliers will host their annual winter concert. The performance
takes place at First Congregational Church in Park Ridge (131 Pascack Road). Tickets are
$20 (S10 for those under 18). Visit lakesidechoraliers.org for more information.

The Theatre Development Fund: TDF has released their 2025/2026 schedule for
Autism-Friendly Performances. If you or your loved one has a support need, these
performances are for you! The following Broadway musicals and plays in a friendly,
supportive environment for children and adults who are diagnosed with autism or
other sensitivity issues along with their families and friends. Upcoming shows
include: Hell's Kitchen on Sunday, December 14th at 1:00 pm., Just in Time on
Sunday, February 8th, 2026 at 1:00 pm at Circle in the Square, MJ The Musical on
Sunday, March 8th, 2026 at 1:00 pm, Buena Vista Social Club on Sunday, April
19th, 2026 at 1 pm at the Gerald Schoenfeld Theatre, Romeo & Juliet on Sunday,
May 3rd, 2026 at 1 pm at the Stephen Sondheim Theatre, Hamilton on Sunday,
May 31th, 2026 at 1 pm at the Richard Rodgers Theatre.
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Choir Rehearsal
4:45 pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Second Sunday of Knit One Care Committee | Interfaith Girl Scouts
Advent Crochet Too! 10:00 am Clergy 2:00 pm &
Worship 10:00 am 1:00 pm 2:30 pm
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