
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

JUNE 26, 2022 – 11:00 AM 
WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

 
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY 
 



 

 

A SPECIAL WELCOME ON THIS THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
[All text in italics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.] 

 

 *   *   *   *   *   * 
PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME    [The congregation stands as able.] 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    [Psalm 84:1–4] 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 
  

My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; 
 my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,  
 where she may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts,  
 my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in your house,  
 ever singing your praise.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
 but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
 we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
 we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
 but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 



 

 

GATHERING SONG  – “Here I Am to Worship” 

 

 
[Song continues on the following page.] 



 

 

 

 
[CCLI Song #3266032  Tim Hughes,2000 Thankyou Music; CCLI License #2576787] 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Source and sustainer of life, we cherish the myriad works of your hands. 
Water, earth, and sky are yours, as are all their inhabitants, wild and tame.            
We thank you for creatures that nourish and serve us, befriend, enrich, entertain, 
and protect us. May we, who are made in your image, care for them well. And may 
your groaning yet wondrous creation rally and thrive, revealing to all who come 
after us your wise, redemptive, transfiguring love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON    [The congregation may sit.] 

 
 
 



 

 

THE FIRST READING – Psalm 16  
1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
   I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
3But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
5O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
7I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
8I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
11You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are  
        pleasures forevermore.  
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Luke 9:51-62    [The congregation stands as able.] 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to 
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village 
of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his 
face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 

“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?” But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village. 
 



 

 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever 

you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests;  

but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” 

But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the 
dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my 

home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit 
for the kingdom of God.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
[The congregation may sit.] 

SERMON – “When We Turn”        
 
[The congregation stands as able.] 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and 
all in need. 
 

Gracious Lord of love, we affirm our vital connection with all living creatures. 
Empower us to seek their welfare, intervening where needed, defending and tending 
your world with grace, compassion, and dignity.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Patient Lord of life, guide our choices so that we might safeguard habitats, 
ensuring, by your grace, that the mysteries and beauties of nature unfold for future 
generations.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Saving Lord of lords, your word foretells a day when the wolf will lie down with the 
lamb. Renew our vision for the peaceable kingdom.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



 

 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS WITH THE PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS   
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
 

Where there is hatred, 
 let us sow love; 
Where there is injury, 
 pardon; 
Where there is discord, 
 unity; 
Where there is doubt, 
 faith; 
Where there is despair, 
 hope. 
Where there is shadow, 
 light; 
Where there is sadness, 
 joy.  

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be 
understood as to understand; to be loved, as to love. For it is in giving that we 
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, it is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
People of God, let us live gently alongside other living creatures and with the whole 
creation. 
 
Let us pray.  
Maker and sovereign of all that lives, your animals provide us with sources of food 
and clothing, guidance and rescue, income, companionship, research and medicine, 
recreation, and so much more. We ask your blessing on these entrusted to us and 
we again pledge ourselves to their comfort and care.  
Amen. 

 
[During the music that follows, Pastor Marc will bless each animal or photograph. Please come down the center 
aisle in one line.] 
 
 



 

 

SONG – “A Place in the Choir” 
 
[Refrain.] 

All God's critters got a place in the choir. 
Some sing low some sing higher some sing out loud on the telephone wire. 
And some just clap their hands or paws or anything they got now. 
 

Listen to the bass. It's the one on the bottom where the bullfrog croaks and the 
hippopotamus moans and groans with a big t'do and the old cow just goes moo. 
 

[Repeat Refrain.] 

The dogs and the cats they take up the middle while the honeybee hums and the 
cricket fiddles the donkey brays and the pony neighs and the old coyote howls. 
 

[Repeat Refrain.] 

Listen to the top where the little birds sing on the melodies with the high notes ringing. 
The hoot owl hollers over everything and the jaybird disagrees. 
 

[Repeat Refrain.] 

Singing in the nighttime, singing in the day the little duck quacks then he's on his way. 
The 'possum ain't got much to say and the porcupine keeps to himself. 
 

[Repeat Refrain.] 

It's a simple song of living sung everywhere by the ox and the fox and the grizzly bear. 
The grumpy alligator and the hawk above and the sly raccoon and the turtle dove. 
[Repeat Refrain.] 
 

[CCLI Song No. 180228 © 1978 Mineral River Music (Admin. by Bug Music, Inc.) Bill Staines 
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com. Used by permission CCLI 
License No. 2576787.] 
 

[The Blessing of Animals concludes with the following:] 
 

God is the source and loving sustainer of all that lives—of species endangered as 
well as those newly discovered and named. Called as we are to wisely care for this 
diverse and imperiled web of life, let us again offer ourselves as advocates, donors, 
and active stewards, being reverent and mindful toward all creation.  
In the name of Jesus,  
Amen.  
 
 



 

 

THE PEACE  
I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in this sacred space.   
Send a blessing, wishing that the peace of Christ may be with them.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION   [The congregation stands as able.] 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,    
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and across phone lines, social 
media, and the internet – let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus,       
you are welcomed and loved. 
[The congregation may sit.] 

HOLY COMMUNION 
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink. Communion will be done in your 
seats. Please unwrap the wafer from the plastic bag and remove the lid off your individual communion cup. The 
red cups are full of red wine; the white are full of white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available as well. ]                    

 

This is the body of Christ, given for you. [You may consume the wafer.] 
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. [You may drink.] 



 

 

[Please stand as you are able.]  

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with 
your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all 
may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 

[Please remain standing.] 

SONG – “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”   [ELW 779-verses 1-4.]    

 
[Text and Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain.] 



 

 

BLESSING 

Compassion, creativity, and joy are ours through Jesus Christ. 
May the Holy Spirit move us to preserve and enhance life on Earth, 
 giving clear witness to the life-giving purpose of our Creator. Amen. 
DISMISSAL 
Go out into God's world. Live in peace with one another and with all God's 
 creatures. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A SPECIAL HELLO TO EVERYONE ATTENDING CLC TODAY FOR THE FIRST TIME. We are blessed 
by your presence and pray you will be blessed in this space. We'd love to stay in 
contact with you throughout the week. If you wish, fill out the orange card ("We're 
glad you're here!) in the back of the pew in front of you. You can also reach out to 
Pastor Marc any time. His business card with contact information is available where 
you picked up this bulletin or you may speak to him after worship.  
 

AED: If a medical emergency occurs and an AED is needed, one is located in the red 
bag on top of the church mailboxes next to the church office and choir room. 
 

A MASK over the nose and mouth and social distancing today is highly 
recommended at all times except to take the sacrament. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES: For those worshipping in the sanctuary today, we 
invite you to come forward, spread along the rail to receive communion to receive 
the host and an individual communion cup. For those who prefer communion in 
your seats, individual wafers and cups are available on the table in the Narthex.  
 

ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS by reading these appointed         
selections this week in preparation for next Sunday, July 3—Isaiah 66:10-14;       
Psalm 66:1-9; Galatians 6:1-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20. 
 

PINK PRAYER CARDS:  If you are in the sanctuary, you may write names for prayer on a 
pink card from the pew rack in front of you and placed on altar rail. Prayer requests 
can also be posted on our Facebook and YouTube Page.  To add a name to our printed 
prayer list write “Prayer List” on the card or on your online comment. Please be sure 
this prayer request is approved by the person for whom we are praying. 



 

 

 
 

 “LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!” Our Prayer Chain is available for daily prayer for anyone. 
Contact the church office with concerns/celebrations. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Altar flowers today are given by Diane Lintner in loving memory of 
Eleanor Flach. 
 There are other Sundays available for purchase of altar flowers. The two 
bouquets are $60. You may take one home or leave them for delivery to people for 
whom we have concern. You may sign up on the chart in the Narthex. The church 
office will then contact you for payment and details. 
 

ASSISTING UKRAINE: If you would like to make a financial donation, Lutheran Disaster 
Response is patterning with local churches in Ukraine and the surrounding area. 
100% of your financial gift will go to supporting those in need. You can learn more 
by visiting https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response. 
 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS will be held today in Opsal Hall at 11:00 am. This shorter 
service will include prayers, a message, and lots of blessings. If your pet doesn't like 
to travel, feel free to bring a picture.  
 

OFFERINGS FOR TODAY may be left in offering plate at sanctuary entrance, 
paid online at www.clc4u.com/give, or mailed to the church office. You 
can also scan the QR code with your phone and be directed to our 
online giving page (will open a webpage from eservicepayments. com).  
 
ASSISTING MINISTERS TODAY: 
Musicians 
        10:00 am – Argine Safari 
        11:00 am – David Scance 
10:00 am 
Service Coordinator – Heather Henry 
Usher – Valerie Popp  
Altar Guild – Dot Dohrmann 

 
 
 

https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response
http://www.clc4u.com/give


 

 

 
 

THIS WEEK: 
Today, Sun., June 26 10:00 am   Sanctuary Worship with Holy Communion,  
   and online 
 11:00 am Blessing of Animals, Opsal Room 
Tuesday, June 28 10:00 am Knit One Crochet Too meets 
   
 
LOOKING AHEAD: 
Next Sunday, July 3     10:00 am Sanctuary Worship with Holy Communion 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
Wednesday, July 27  11:30 am Return of Gab Session (men & women) + lunch 
   [Watch future bulletins for more info.] 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 
Director of Music: Argine Safari 
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance 
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse 
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677  
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net 

Share with us at clc4u.com  

 facebook.com/clc4u 

 
instagram.com/clc4u 

 @christwoodcliff 

Open on Sundays: 10:00 am 
 
 

 

mailto:clc4u2@verizon.net
http://www.clc4u.com/

