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PASTOR’S NOTE

Every week, | gather with Lutheran pastors to study the texts we’ll hear
during Sunday worship. Recently a colleague shared a blog post that described
using art to help us pray. The author is a Presbyterian pastor serving in San
Francisco and she introduced her writing by describing how she encouraged the
neighbor to pray with her. Outside the church doors, she left chalk people could
use to write down their prayers on the sidewalk. The messages that were scrawled
were rich in topics and style. One person asked for those living through a war to be
protected while another invited everyone to “pass a smile on.” Another person
asked God to change us by filling “our hearts with kindness, kindness, and more
kindness.” People, while on their way to someone else, paused, picked up a piece
of chalk, and made the prayers weighing on their heart into something physical
that everyone could see.

The art of writing on a sidewalk feels like a rather simple thing to do. But |
often find it difficult to take what’s inside and bring it out into the open. Even a
professional pray-er like myself can struggle putting into words a prayer that is half-
formed in my mind or is more of a feeling than a complete thought. Taking this
kind of prayer and bringing it into the open is a little bit terrifying since it might
make us look a little strange front of our family and friends. We spend so much of
our energy curating what others get to see that writing down a prayer seems like
something we can’t do.

| wonder, however, if we could be a bit more courageous with our prayers this
Easter season. When we gather on Sunday, either in the building or at home, could
we imagine this being an opportunity to simply share what’s in our hearts? Would
it be possible during our prayers of intercession to use the pencil in the pew as if its
a piece of chalk and sketch our a prayer on the pink prayer card in front of us?
Would we be willing to write in the Facebook comments what we’d like to pray
about today? | know there’s no sidewalk outside the church to draw on but we
could make this month a season when our prayers are our prayers. We might be
amazed at how our faith grows when we are bold enough to name our needs, our
wants, our insecurities, our doubts, our joys, and our sorrows. And when we pray
in this way, we discover how prayer is more than simply talking to God; it’s also
when we discover that our God actually listens to whatever it is we have to say.

Blessed to be part of the church with you,
Pastor Marc



TRASH AND TREASURE SALE
SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2024
8:00 AM - 12 NOON, 1 PM -4 PM

Trash & Treasure Drop-Off at church All non-clothing donations will be accepted in
the Opsal Wing (door off the big parking lot in back) beginning Sunday, April 14th
through Tuesday, April 30. Please drop off between 10 am - 4 pm. Special Evening
drop offs are on April 22, 24, 29 until 7 pm.

Here is a partial list of items that are needed for the sale:

Clothing (Accessories- only!)
Shoes, sneakers, sandals
Purses, belts, Jewelry

Linens- Clean and labeled
Sheets, towels, blankets-please
Measure & indicate size
Towels, Placemats, Napkins
Throw pillows

NO Drapes or curtains

Books- adult & kids DVDs, CDs
(No textbooks, magazines or
encyclopedias)

Trash & Treasure Iltems needed
Glassware, dishes, kitchen gadgets
Small kitchen appliances

Baskets, pot & pans, wooden ware
Handyman and sports stuff

Baby equipment

Lighting, lamps, Art & Frames,

Toys, dolls, stuffed animals, games, puz-
zles, candles, silk flowers, Gardening items
Small furniture items-indoor & outdoor
Electronics and Office equipment
Printers accepted, NO COMPUTERS

Craft Supplies & Holiday items-
Christmas, Easter, Halloween, ornaments,
wreaths

WE NEED YOUR HELP! It’s God’s Work, but Our Hands! Volunteer schedule below:



If you can work a few hours or half a day (especially the day of the sale) let us know!
Please see Janet Post, Kim Kearns, Lynn Lesko or Carla Hoenigman to volunteer. Our
weekly e-newsletter will also have links where you can donate to help feed the
volunteers or let us know when you will be in the building.

Many items and many hands are needed to make the Trash and Treasure sale a
success. Not only do we raise money for ministries, but it gives us the opportunity to
share fellowship with each other and share our blessings with our local community.
Please join us and share the blessings this sale brings to many!

STAFF TRANSITION: DORIS CROUSE’S RETIREMENT

As we shared last month, April 12 will be Doris’ last day working as the parish
administrator at CLC. We will be having a special luncheon honoring her on Sunday,
May 19. There will be one worship at 10 am with the luncheon immediately
following. An invitation with details were mailed out on April 3. If you do not
receive one by April 10, please speak to Pastor Marc or Kim Kearns.

The Staff Support Committee is busy working with the Church Council and Pastor
Marc to plan for our next parish administrator will do. Until a new person is hired,
Pastor Marc will be covering the office. The email for the office
(clcdu2 @verizon.net) as well as the phone number (201-391-4224) will still be
used. Pastor Marc will get back to you as soon as he can and we appreciate your
patience during this transition.

YOUR CHURCH COMMITTEE UPDATES

An Update from the Finance Committee At the start of March, our total income
was $33,827, and our expenses were $47,143. Both were around our planned
budget for the first two months of the year. Our expenses were a little higher
compared to last year because of costs associated with snow plowing. We are
not using any of our temporarily restricted funds to fund our operating costs.

Soccer Shots will be using our field starting in April: Soccer Shots is a local
organization that teachers the game of soccer to kids 2 and up. They had such a
great time using our fields last spring they filled 3 classes to meet at CLC on
Saturdays. We can’t wait to see these soccer stars playing on the pitch in the years
to come.



Property Committee - New Doors and

paint on Joe’s Shed: Thank you to Brian

Conboy and Jim Drobinske for renovating

Joe’s Shed! Located on the field next to the

parking lot, Joe’s Shed is loaded with we

use for Trash and Treasure, Christmas

Decorations, and more. The front doors had

rotted to the point where they no longer

properly closed so Brian and Jim rebuilt them. The Property Committee keeps the
gospel alive in our neighborhood by making sure our space is one where God’s love
can be shared through word and service If you feel called to help in this way, speak
to Brian, Jim, or Tom Kearns.

Online Calendar on our Website: For a long time, a large wall calendar hanging in
the church office was used to share when certain meetings were happening in the
building. Starting in April, we’ll transition to our online calendar listed on our
website (www.clc4u.com). If you are the head of a committee or part of a group
that meets at the church, please let Pastor Marc know the date and times you will
be meeting as well as the room you’ll be in. The online calendar will serve as our
master calendar moving forward. Contact the office (clc4du@verizon.net) to get
your event on the calendar.

GROWING IN GENEROSITY

Christ Lutheran Church Women - School Kits: Thanks to the generosity of our
congregation, and all the school supplies collected in the fall, we assembled 67
school kits in March. These kits will be shared with children in need through
Church World Services. We appreciate your help with this ministry!

Easter Dinner Project - A special note from Doris Crouse: Hello all you wonderful
shoppers! This was an amazing project which we could not have done without you.
All the 30 large bags were picked up by Beth Gebhart of Lutheran Social Ministries
of NJ and she delivered them all immediately to LSMNJ senior housing residents in
Jersey City. The bags were full of all kinds of packaged food and we stayed under
the $750.00 budget from our church. Praise God! Bless your hearts! Love, Doris



Care Committee Easter Baskets: Members of the Care
Committee put together 8 baskets to deliver to
community members who could use a little Easter joy
this year. Items included snacks, oranges, candy, and
more. This is just some of the many ways the Care
Committee takes care of folks who call CLC their
spiritual home.

Benevolences for 2024: We respond to God’s call to be generous by sending 10%
of your regular financial gift to other organizations and ministries. The Church
Council decided the following organizations will be our beneficiaries: 6.5% to the
New Jersey Synod (the regional association in our denomination of which we are a
part); 2% to Camp Koinonia (an outdoor camp in Highland Lake, NY that we helped
form 60 years ago); 1% to Lutheran Social Minis- tries of New Jersey (a social
ministry that runs assisted living facilities, feeding ministries, and more); 0.5% to
Meals on Wheels North Jersey (delivering meals to the homebound in our area).

Thank You Letters from our Special Gifts Fund: At our annual meeting in February,
you voted to send several financial gifts to a variety of organizations. Several
“thank you” notes were recently arrived. One was from Tooney’s, located in Beach
Haven. They wrote:Thank you for your contribution to Tooney’s Last Resport.
Tooney’s Last Resort is a charitable, not-for-profit animal welfare agency dedicated
to providing sanctuary to stray and unwanted animals. Through rehabilitation, our
goal is to facilitate the placement of these animals into desirable homes. You can
visit us on Facebook!

We also received letters from Camp Cross Roads and Lutheran Disaster Response.

WORSHIP WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!

Ushers: We have been blessed with several visitors here at church over the last few
months. In the spirit of being a welcoming community, we’re relaunching our usher
program. Volunteers will sign up to pass out bulletins and help coordinate communion
at the rail. Please contact the church office (clc4u2@verizon.net or 201-391-4224) if
you would be willing to serve.




Two Worships on Sunday at 9:00 am and 10:30 am: At 9:00 am, worship is
approximately 45 minutes long and uses contemporary guitar-led Christian music to
share the gospel. David Scance leads the music. At 10:30 am, worship is led by the
organ and supported by our Chancel Choir. Argine Safari leads the music for this
worship.

Worship in the sanctuary, at home, work, or anywhere else on
Facebook www.facebook.com/clc4u/live YouTube www.youtube.com/@clc4u
and our website www.clc4u.com

If you would like to listen over the phone, dial 646-558-8656. For 9:00 am worship,
enter the meeting id: 843 2757 3572 and then #. For 10:30 am worship, enter meeting
id: 827 672 730 and then #. For both worships, hit # to ignore participant id and enter
password 195901.

KIDS AND ADULTS: EDUCATION AND MORE!

Sunday School meets April 14th and 28th: We're
continuing our journey through the Lord’s Prayer. We have
two separate classes - one for non-readers and another
one for readers but we begin every session as a group in
the sanctuary at 9:45 am.

Bible Study: We will wrap up Exodus on April 10th but continue throughout the
rest of the month (except the 17th). We meet on Wednesdays at 11 am. Let Pastor
Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) know if you plan to attend so he can keep you in
the loop if the schedule changes.

Register Your Child for an Unforgettable Summer Experience at Cross Roads:
Cross Roads is a unique summer camp nestled in the beautiful mountains of New
Jersey (about 90 minutes from CLC), offering a wide range of activities and
programs for children of all ages. At Cross Roads, your child will have the
opportunity to explore nature, build new friendships, and create lifelong memo-
ries. Our beautiful campus boasts 250 acres of natural beauty, including a
swimming pool, hiking trails and wooded areas. Learn more about the programs
that Cross Roads offers here: https://www.crossroadsretreat.com/summer-camp/.




LETTER ADDRESSING ANTISEMITISM AND ANTI-MUSLIM INCIDENTS
The following letter was published in the Pascack Press on Easter Weekend.

To our congregants and the public:

As people of faith, we are called to be for each other.
That requires our commitment to speaking up and
engaging in actions that promote our care for one
another. We are committed to strengthening our
relationships through mutual dialogue and support. We
are committed to showing up for each other when hate
incidents appear. We are committed to practices that
deescalate the toxic atmosphere in our towns. And we
are committed to being the good neighbors our religious
traditions teach us to be.

We write this statement with that sacred commitment at heart. These days are
holy for members of the Abrahamic faiths; Christians, Jews, and Muslims. Ramadan
has begun for our Muslim brothers and sisters. Soon our Christian and Jewish
brothers and sisters will celebrate Easter and Passover.

We, religious leaders from throughout Northern New Jersey, are committed to
ending antisemitism and anti-Muslim hatred, discrimination, and violence in our
community.

In the days and months following October 7th, we have witnessed a proliferation
of actions and behaviors impacting the freedom, safety, and integrity of our wider
community. These incidents include students finding swastika graffiti in classrooms
and other school areas while family members and parents engage in an ever-
escalating cycle of intimidation through words shared in person and online. We
have seen friendships built over a lifetime split apart under the strain of the
current crisis.

While we are strong and mutually supportive of one another, the kinds of
relationships we have worked to foster in our communities since the Upper
Pascack Valley Clergy Council’s first interfaith Thanksgiving service in 1969 have
frayed over the last few months. These ongoing incidents are unacceptable and run
counter to the values of our religious traditions and the respect, inclusion, and
understanding we strive to cultivate throughout Northern New Jersey.



Each of our faith traditions values the life and dignity of each person. We cannot
stand idly by when human life is at stake. No one should fear for their lives and
safety because of their religious or cultural identity. Children should be able to
focus on their learning without worry or anxiety. Adults, neighbors, and all who call
the Pascack Valley and Northern New Jersey home should feel supported and
valued.

We will not always agree, or see eye to eye, but even when we disagree we can
choose to love one another. May our words and actions embody the hope at the
center of our Ramadan, Easter and Passover celebrations.

Signed by:
Rev. Marc A. Stutzel, Christ Lutheran Church, Woodcliff Lake

Chair of the Upper Pascack Valley Clergy Council
Cantor Emeritus Mark Biddleman, Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley,
Woodcliff Lake
Rev. Vincent D’Agostino, Our Lady of Mercy Church, Park Ridge
Rajinder P. Gandhi, Chair Board of Trustee Vedic Temple, Park Ridge
Rev. Dr. Sam Goertz, Montvale Free Evangelical Church, Montvale
Pastor Sharon Gross, Pascack Reformed Church, Park Ridge
Rabbi Loren Monosov, Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley, Woodcliff Lake
Rabbi Debra Orenstein, Congregation B'nai Israel, Emerson
Rabbi Daniel Pernick, Beth Am Temple, Pearl River
Rabbi llana Schwartzman, Beth Haverim Shir Shalom, Mahwah
Cantor Alan Sokoloff, Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley, Woodcliff Lake
Rev. Dr. Mark Suriano, First Congregational Church, Park Ridge
Esra Tozan, Peace Islands Institute
Rev. Heeyoung(Lucas) Lim, Westwood United Methodist Church, Westwood
Rev. Andrée Cornelia Mol, Central Unitarian Church, Westwood
Rev. Anthony Puca, Jr., Grace Episcopal Church, Westwood
Chair of the Westwood Clergy
Rev. Thomas Pranschke, Zion Lutheran Church, Westwood
Rev. Rodney Haveman, Parkside Community Church, Westwood



COMMUNITY EVENTS & NEWS

Woodcliff Lake United Events in April: Do you have some gently used youth
sporting equipment? Consider bringing it to Woodcliff Lake’s Opening Day
donation drive on April 6. The youth baseball and softball season will officially
kickoff with an event at 9 am at Old Mill Ball fields. Items dropped off will be
connected to food pantries to give to their clients. Then, on April 14, we’ll join our
neighbors to clean up the Woodcliff Lake Reservoir from 1 to 4 pm. We'll meet at
the train station in town. All ages welcomed!

Valley Hospital Officially Moves to Paramus: On April 14, The Valley Hospital in
Paramus will open its doors and Valley's Ridgewood campus will officially transition
into an outpatient healthcare destination to be called Valley Health System -
Ridgewood Campus. The Valley Hospital Emergency Department in Ridgewood will
permanently close and anyone needing emergency care should go to
The Valley Hospital in Paramus (4 Valley Health Plaza, Paramus, but for GPS, use
650 Winters Ave., Paramus) after 6 am on April 14. If you need pastoral care,
please let Pastor Marc know which facility you are at since “I’'m at Valley” could
mean something new.

All Together at Ramadan Dinner: Congregation
B’nai Israel in Emerson hosted a Ramadan Iftar
dinner for more than 80 people on March 19.
Pastor Marc joined members of B'nai Israel, Peace
Islands Institute, and First Congregation Church of
Park Ridge for a conversation about our religious
traditions and to support one during some of the holiest times of the year for our
respective faiths.

CHURCH MOUSE
We just wanted to share a few bits of good news happening to members of our
community. Jillian Suarez was recently announced as the Valedictorian of Pascack
Valley High Schools. She’s worked extremely hard to make this happen and we
can’t wait to see how she’ll bless the world in the future. Kate Stutzel was recently
appointed to the board of Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey. She, along with
Bishop Rev. Tracie Bartholomew, and other board members will help provide
oversight and leadership for an organization that provides social services all over
New Jersey. If you have any news to share, please send a note to Pastor Marc
(pastormarc@clc4u.com) with “church mouse” in the subject line.




2024 April 2024
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Easter Worship WCL
Monday Committee United
Office 10 am Event
closed 9 am
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Meals
Worship Knit One, Care Committee on
9 am & 10:30 am Crochet 10 am Wheels
Too! Event
10 am Bible Study 12 -
tbd 2 pm
Choir Rehearsal
4:30 pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Worship T&T Finance Choir Rehearsal T&T T&T
9 am & 10:30 am Setup Committee 4:30 pm Work Work
11am 8 pm Day Day
Sunday School 11am- | 10am -
9:45 am 6 pm 4 pm
WCL United
Reservoir Cleanup
1pm-4pm
T&T Collection Starts!
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Worship T&T Work | Knit One, Bible Study Church T&T T&T
9 am & 10:30 am Day Crochet 11 am Council Work Work
2 pm - Too! 7:30 pm Day Day
T&T Work Day 8 pm 10 am Choir Rehearsal 11am- | 10 am -
10am-4pm 4:30 pm T&T Work 6 pm 4 pm
T&T Work Day
Day T&T Work Day 11am -
11 am - 2pm-8pm 6 pm
6 pm
28 29 30
Worship T&T Work | T&T Work
9:00 am & 10:30 am Day Day
2pm - 11 am -
Sunday School 8 pm 6 pm
9:45 am
T&T
T&T Work Day Collection
10am-4pm Ends!
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