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WELCOME TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP!  Today’s outdoor experience is new 

for all of us. Please keep in mind the covenant we are making with each other 

today: 

 Only use your own chair and maintain the six foot distance from other 
members of the congregation.  

 A mask or scarf over nose and mouth is required at all times, except 
momentarily to receive the sacrament or to lead through an assigned 
speaking part.  

 Materials for worship (bulletin, communion wafer and prayer cards) are 
in the paper bag in which you found this bulletin. Please pick up one of 
the small cups of wine/grape juice from the table. You may take 
everything away with you to recycle at home.  

 Pink cards with your prayer requests will be collected by Pastor Marc 
during the song after the sermon.  

 If you have an offering envelope, please place in the offering plate 
located where you picked up this bulletin. 

 Congregational singing is restricted. During the music offered today,   
we invite you to meditate on the lyrics printed in your bulletin.  

 Communion will be done at your seats. Please keep your wafer and 
drink sealed until Pastor Marc tells you otherwise. 

 The building is closed except for one bathroom. Please be mindful of 
social distancing while waiting for the restroom. Purell is available. 

 For health and safety reasons during this pandemic, the closing of the 
church building also includes the church office which remains locked.  
Doris, our Parish Administrator is in the office Tuesdays through 
Fridays and is available to help you with church business               
needs by phoning the church office (201.391.4224), or e-mailing 
(clc4u2@verizon.net).  

  

http://www.clc4u.com/


  
 
 
 “LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!”  Our Prayer Chain is available for daily 
prayer for anyone. Contact the church office with concerns/celebrations. 
 

COPIES OF THE DAILY DEVOTIONAL, CHRIST IN OUR HOME                     

for the months of October/November/December are available. You are 

invited to pick up a copy to take home. 
 

FEEDING THE COMMUNITY:  During September, we invite you to support 

the Tri-Boro Food Pantry in Park Ridge. Consider picking up some of 

these items and bringing them to church: mac and cheese, dish soap, 

paper towels, bags of black beans, household cleaner, or boxes of cereal.   

If you would like more information, visit www.triborofoodpantry.org for 

more information. 

 

TWICE A WEEK PRAYER MEETING ON HIATUS:  We're pausing our twice 

a week prayer conference call through the end of the month.  If you're 

interested in joining again in October, please speak to Pastor Marc.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RETURNS NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4: We're excited 

to try a new online approach to Sunday School this year. Details will be 

finalized shortly. Register your student (pre-k through 5th grade) online 

at http://clc4u.com/SignUp or call the church office at 201-391-4224. 

 

FALL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: The Stewardship Committee is drafting 

our fall campaign. One way you can help now is by letting us know how 

you want to receive communication from us. Fill out a short survey online 

at www.clc4u.com/PreSurvey. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.triborofoodpantry.org/
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DRIVE-THRU BLESSING OF ANIMALS, NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4,                 

1:00 TO 2:00 PM:  The pandemic interfered with our annual summer 

blessing of the animals so we're moving it to October 4 - St. Francis Day. 

Enter through the parking lot by the church office, drive around the 

building, and Pastor Marc will bless your furry friend. You're welcome to 

bring all kinds of animals - dogs, cats, fish, turtles, dragons, or stuffed 

teddy bears. If you can't attend the drive thru, we'll bless pictures of pets 

during worship.  

 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO SHARE, LIKE, CHECK-IN, AND TWEET worship today 

at Christ, but we ask that all phones be on silent or vibrate during worship. 

 

DO YOU GET OUR WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER?  Each Thursday we e-mail a 

newsletter of the week's calendar, announcements and thoughts from faith 

leaders all over the world. Sign up at www.clc4u.com or e-mail the church 

office, clc4u2@verizon.net. 
 

TODAY’S ASSISTING MINISTER: 

 

Musician David Scance 
 

THIS WEEK: 

 

Today, Sept. 27 10:00 am Outdoor worship and Online worship 

Monday, Sept. 28  Parish Administrator vacation day 

Next Sunday, Oct. 4 10:00 am  Outdoor worship and Online worship 

                                      1:00-2:00 pm  Drive-thru Blessing of Animals 

   
   

 

 

http://www.clc4u.com/
mailto:clc4u2@verizon.net


 

 

 

[All text in italics is spoken by the leader.  

Text in bold may be spoken by those assembled.] 

 

 

OPENING AND WELCOME 
[Please stand as you are able.] 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Love from the beginning,  

 Word made flesh, Breath of heaven. 

Amen. 
 

I am weak, God, 

help me to love.  

 

I see weakness in others 

and despise it, for it reminds me 

of weakness within.  

 

I am weak, God, 

help me to love.  

 

I see difference in others 

and reject it, for it unsettles me, 

makes me feel unsure.  

 

I am weak, God, 

help me to love.  

 



 

I judge others, condemn, 

revile, for I cannot bear to think 

that it is I who may be wrong.  
 

I am weak, God,  

help me to love.  

 

I live for myself, and do not live  

at all, for I cannot trust in life 

and death in Jesus the Christ.  

 

I am weak, God, 

help me to love.  

 

I kneel before you, God my judge, 

for I have not walked your way 

of love, and I am sorry.  

 

I am weak, God, 

help me to love.  

 
[A slight pause.] 
 

As you bow, as you confess, 

God runs forward, arms outstretched.  

You have turned, returned again:  

fall into those wide-flung arms, 

the Divine embrace, for you are loved, 

your sins are forgiven ☩, you shall have life!  

Amen. 

 
 [You may be seated.] 

 



GATHERING SONG – “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” 

[Played/sung by David Scance.] 
 

[Chorus] 

Come, now is the time to worship. 
Come, now is the time to give your heart. 
Come,  just as you are to worship. 
Come,  just as you are before your God. 
Come. 
 
[Verse 1] 

One day ev’ry tongue 
 will confess You are God. 
One day ev’ry knee will bow. 
Still, the greatest treasure remains 
 for those who gladly choose You now. 
 
[Verse 2] 

Willingly we choose to surrender our lives. 
Willingly our knees will bow. 
With all our heart,  soul, mind, and strength 
 we gladly choose You now. 
 
[Ending] 

 Just as you are come. Come. 
 
[CCLI Song # 2430948 Brian Doerksen © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of 
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2576787] 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.   

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 

grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide 

us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

http://www.ccli.com/


A MESSAGE FOR ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN 
[By Pastor Marc. Children will stay with their parents.] 

 

A READING FROM PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 

any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy 

complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 

and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look 

not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 

in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, 

enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 



 
 

[Please stand as you are able.] 

 

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO  

 MATTHEW 21:23-32 
23When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are 

you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to 

them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 

will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of 

John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 

with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then 

did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid 

of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered 

Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things. 

  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 

said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will 

not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the 

second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”    

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 

are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you 

in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 

you did not change your minds and believe him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
[You may be seated.] 

 

A HOMILY 
[By Pastor Marc] 



MUSICAL OFFERING – “Lord, I Need You”  [Played/sung by David Scance.] 
  

[Verse 1] 

Lord, I come I confess. Bowing here, I find my rest. 

And without You, I fall apart. 

You're the one that guides my heart. 
 

[Chorus] 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You.  

Ev'ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; 

Oh, God how I need You. 
 

[Verse 2] 

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 

Where grace is found is where You are. 

And where You are, Lord I am free. 

Holiness is Christ in me. 
 

Lord, I need You, oh,  I need You. Ev'ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; 

Oh, God how I need You. 
 

[Bridge] 

So, teach my song to rise to You 

 when temptation comes my way. 

And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You. 

Jesus You're my hope and stay. 
 

[Chorus] 

Lord, I need You oh, I need You. 

Ev'ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; 

Oh, God how I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; 

Oh, God how I need You. 
 
 

Use solely with SongSelect®. Terms of Use. Rights reserved. www.ccli.com , CCLI License 2576787]  



 

[Please stand.] 

APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who  

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
OFFERING    [Please be seated.] 
 

Gratitude is one of the powerful images scripture uses to show us what a 

full and abundant life looks like. And yet nothing about gratitude is very 

easy. When we receive a gift, we sometimes feel indebted to the one who 

gave us that gift. We might try to release that debt by writing a thank 

note, giving them a gift in return, or choosing to do them a favor.       

None of those things are necessarily wrong. But scripture teaches that 

gratitude isn’t supposed to be so transactional. In the words of Diane 

Butler Bass, gratitude is not “a vision of exchange. . . [but] it’s about 

abundance and table fellowship and the sharing of gifts for free without 

any expectation of return.” When Jesus told a story about being a host 

organizing a grand dinner party, he made sure their guest list was full of 

people who could never afford to repay them. Jesus wasn’t inviting his 

disciples to make people feel indebted to them through acts of generosity. 

Rather, he wanted us to recognize the gifts God has given us - and to see 

that we already have everything we need to be the faithful and life-

giving stewards of these goods gifts that we are called to be.  



When we intentionally take time out of our busy days to name the gifts 

God has given us - including our talents, our money, our stuff, and even 

the gift of time - we end up getting a glimpse of what God is doing in our 

world. I invite you, this week, to commit yourself to the practice of 

gratitude. When you wake up, make the sign of the cross, take a few deep 

breaths, and reflect on what God has given you. And I wonder if that 

practice of gratitude will be all we need to help our generosity grow. 
 

Thank you for being generous with your faith community - through your 

prayers, service, and the relationships you’ve built with one another. 

Thank you for your financial gifts - either online, mailed to the church 

office, or donated in our offering plate before worship today. We will   

use it to generously offer the word of God to all people and serve our 

neighbors in need. 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYERS OF THE DAY  
 

Drawn together by the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need, responding to each petition with the words 

“Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.” 
 

Throughout the globe is the church: many assemblies are postponed by 

the virus, our songs quieted, our leaders searching for new ways 

forward. Guide our bishops, Elizabeth and Tracie, and offer comfort to 

all chaplains working in the military, hospitals, and as support for first 

responders. Continue to inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ, 

we pray to you, faithful God. 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

Around us nature is strained: polar ice is melting, excessive rains ravage 

the land, fires consume forests, fields, and homes, and animals are 

deprived of habitat. That you will preserve and protect the earth, we 

pray to you, mighty God: 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 



 

Around us is a needy world: governments allow injustice, violence 

threatens stability, people experience prejudice, reforms are thwarted, 

workers are unemployed, medical facilities are strained, children are 

abused. We pray for Donald, the President; Philip, NJ's Governor; all 

candidates running for election, and the civic leaders in the towns we call 

home. That you will save the people in all the nations of the world, we 

pray to you, compassionate God: 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

In our nation’s courts, we see justice delayed and justice denied. Yet we 

thank you for the life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and for her passion for 

equality under the law. That you will uphold honest judges and insightful 

juries throughout our criminal justice system, and that you will assist 

our nation in its task of filling the Supreme Court, we pray to you, 

righteous God: 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

Around us are the sick: there is starvation, the virus continues, many 

persons receive no medical attention, our neighbors and dear ones are 

ill. We especially pray for. . .  

 

 Camp Koinonia, Dolores Albert, Bob Albert, 

Ellen Altanasio, Anthony, Sharon Bongard, Elizabeth Danko,  

Joe Donaire, Christopher Drobinske, Jackson Fehr, Mae Hulburt, Laura, 

Debbie Melnyk, Ruben Moreno, Neil, Lorraine Sadlon, Alice Sheer, 

Stephanie, Miriam and Earl Valder, Cole VanKoughnet 

 

That you will bless all ministries of care and will relieve the suffering of 

those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit, we pray to you, merciful God. 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 



 

 

Nearby are needs of which we are unaware. That you will send your holy 

angels to uphold all who face personal troubles, we pray to you, 

benevolent God: 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

Before us lived countless of the faithful — the famous and the forgotten, 

our relatives and strangers. We lament their deaths, and we praise their 

witness.  That we may confess Jesus Christ as Lord through our life and at 

our death, we pray to you, eternal God. 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your 

mercy; through Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

 

Take a look at those who surround us in this sacred space. Let's send one 

another a blessing from a distance, wishing that the peace of Christ may 

be with them. 

 Let us now think about those who cannot join us in-person today or 

who are participating in worship online or via conference call. In our 

hearts, let's send them a blessing and wish that the peace of Christ may 

be with them. 

 Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, 

friends, neighbors, and to the entire world. With God's help, our hearts 

are big enough to extend peace that far. Let us embody the peace of 

Christ after we leave this place today.   

Amen. 

 



HOLY COMMUNION    [Please stand as you are able.] 

[You are invited to unwrap/open the communion elements in your worship bag.] 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.   

Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit - let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ 

Jesus, you are welcomed and loved.   



 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 [You are invited to consume the communion element you received in your worship bag.] 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  

Amen. 
 

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 

and have been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth 

sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 

through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.  

Amen. 
 

[You may be seated.] 

 

SONG – “Soul On Fire” 
[Played and sung by David Scance.] 

 
[Chorus 1] 

God I'm running for Your heart, 

I'm running for Your heart 

 'til I am a soul on fire. 

Lord I'm longing for Your ways. 

I'm waiting for the day 

 when I am a soul on fire, 

 'til I am a soul on fire. 

 
[Verse] 

Lord, restore the joy I had. 

I have wandered, bring me back. 

In this darkness, lead me through 

 until all I see is You, yeah! 
 



 

[Bridge] 

Lord, let me burn for You again. 

Let me return to You again. 

And Lord, let me burn for You again! 

And let me return to You again! 

 
[Chorus 2] 

God, I'm running for Your heart, 

I'm running for Your heart 

 'til I am a soul on fire. 

Lord, I’m longing for Your ways; 

I’m waiting for the day when I am a soul on fire. 

God, I’m running for Your heart,  

I’m running for Your heart 

'til I am a soul on fire, 'til I am a soul on fire, 'til I am a soul on fire. 
 

BLESSING 

 

And now - know this:  

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,  

 nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  

 nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us  

 from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit,  

 the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  


