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Pastor’s Message
"People are surprised when they see me, a 16-year-old male high school student,
talking about ovaries. My baseball coaches look at me a bit weird when I need off
from practice to talk about ovaries. They don't ask much, and I'm always excused."
One of my favorite regular features in our denomination's monthly magazine
(Living Lutheran - www.livinglutheran.com) is "I'm a Lutheran." This monthly
article series shines a light on members of the ELCA who are living out their faith
every day. Past articles have included an NPR reporter, a musician, a chef,
an astronomer, a college student, a jewelry designer and an undocumented
migrant. The May 2019 issue introduced me to Ryan Walton, a sophomore from
Tucson, Arizona. His mother was diagnosed with ovarian cancer while she was
pregnant with him. Since a very young age, he's been attending 5k’s and charity
events to support researchers, survivors and those undergoing treatment for
ovarian cancer. Even his project for confirmation was about raising awareness for
the disease. In 2018, he became a speaker at national events, including at the
National Ovarian Cancer Coalition's annual conference. And he was recently
named an "Ovarian Cancer Hero Award Winner" by Cure Magazine.
He knows it surprises others when he speaks about ovaries, and yet he keeps
doing it. He uses what he has been given—a voice, an experience and his faith—to
make a difference for others. He won't feel the physical effects of ovarian cancer,
but he still advocates for those who will.
When we follow Jesus, we will find ourselves doing surprising things. We will
advocate and support those who are undergoing struggles we don't have to.
Jesus, as a member of the Trinity, didn't let his divinity deny his humanity (aka
Philippians 2:5-11). Instead, he used his gifts to love the world. What gifts do you
have? When was the last time you advocated for a cause that didn't impact you
personally? And how does your faith shine bright for others?
See you in church!
Pastor Marc

Youth, and Adults: Education and more!

We had a great Egg Hunt to celebrate Easter Sunday!

Sunday School News
Twice a month we meet after the 9:00 am
worship to spend quality time with each other
and with Jesus. Each session starts in the
sanctuary, singing songs with David Scance,
before splitting into our two classes (one for
younger kids and one for older). We’ll meet again
on May 5th and May 19th.

Confirmation
Our partnership with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church continues with an exciting,
informative and meaningful confirmation program. Seven youth meet twice a month
to tackle what makes us who we are. We’ll meet again May 5th and May 19th.

Is That Poop On My Arm? Parenting While Christian
Interested in talking about the Christian faith but
from the comfort of your own home? Pastor
Marc is starting to put together an online group
that would meet online after the kids have gone
to bed. Geared towards parents with small kids,
the first group would read through Is That Poop
on My Arm? Parenting while Christian by Justin
Lind-Ayres. Here’s some information from the
publisher:
Parenting is messy business. Joyful, but messy.
When faith is combined with parenting, we
double down on the mess. Pastor and father of
three Justin Lind-Ayres chronicles his adventures
(and misadventures) raising children and passing
on his faith to them--teaching them to be
compassionate, generous, quick to forgive, and to trust in God's promises. But this
father is sure to point out that it is children who are our best teachers in faith,
opening our eyes and our hearts to God's love for us. In the messy and challenging
moments of parenting, and in the joyful ones, God is fully present. And a God who
knows your story–especially the messy parts–is a God who can redeem you.
Interested in participating? Let Pastor Marc know (pastormarc@clc4u.com)!

Vacation Bible School: Register Now
August 12th-15th
Mark your calendar! It's time to get ready for Vacation Bible School. Over 20 kids
from all over Bergen County had a great time last year discovering how God helps
them be the peacemakers the world needs. Our theme this year is: To Mars and
Beyond! Register Online at https://www.myvbs.org/CLCVBS/.\

Growing in Generosity
Come, Grow with Us
For over 30 years, our Genesis Garden has
provided hundreds of pounds of fresh
produce to The Center for Food Action in
Englewood, NJ each summer and fall.
Families across Bergen County use the gifts we give to supplement their meals.
Last year, 1250 lbs. of tomatoes, beans, cucumbers, egg plants and more were
donated to CFA. It takes a team of dedicated volunteers to plant, tend, harvest and
deliver this life giving food. Kick-off for the Genesis Garden will be this month!
Details will be emailed out soon. If you would like to be on the Genesis Garden
mailing list, contact Jim and Ann Christensen at jimnchrist@aol.com.

Care Committee Easter Baskets
A big thank you to the Care Committee for sending
10 Easter baskets to people in our community that
we are keeping in our prayers. The baskets
contained delicious treats, handmade items by our
Knit One, Crochet Too! team and a card from kids
in Sunday School. This was a great team effort as a
new group of Care Committee members
participated. After 30 years of doing Easter and
Christmas baskets, June Rudie recently stepped
down from that role. A big thank you to her for
showing that Christ’s love isn’t limited to only
those who step foot in our building. And a big
thank you to the folks who stepped up to make
sure Christ’s love continues to flow.

Annual Lenten Hunger Appeal
Sponsored by the Care Committee
Thank you, thank you and thank you! We raised $1032 to support ELCA World
Hunger this Lent. The cup of coffee, pastry and knitted Easter egg that you
bought will help people all over the world thrive. Thank you to all our volunteers
who provided the food and handmade items and worked the coffee hour
after worship.

CLC’s Annual Trash & Treasure & Clothing Sale
Saturday, May 4, 2019, 8:00 am—Noon and 1:00 pm—4:00 pm
Just a reminder you still have the opportunity to bring your treasures (meaning
non-clothing items) to church until Wednesday, May 1st only! If you wish to help
on the sale day, there's still time to do that! Call Ann Christensen, 201-666-5078 or
see her or one of us at church. If you'd like to help out the week before, just come
on by anytime from 5:00-9:00 pm. New helpers (of any age) are always welcome—
no experience necessary. It’s a lot of fun and a chance to make new friends and
help the church raise funds for the many charities we support throughout the year.

Camp Koinonia Update
As most of you know, Camp Koinonia has been
through a lot this past year with damage due to
storms, mold which has closed the buildings, and a
fire which burned down the Trail Building. More changes are upcoming. Joanne
Knudson, Executive Director of Koinonia has submitted her resignation effective May
1, 2019. Joanne had been on staff more than 4½ years as associate director and then
Joanne was appointed executive director. It has been a very tough and stressful year
for the leadership of Koinonia, and Joanne has made this very difficult decision.
The head of Lutheran Outdoor Ministry, Don Johnson, and the Metro NY
Synod Bishop, Donald McCoid, have been closely involved with the leadership of
Koinonia to provide guidance for its future. Lutheran Outdoor Ministry has
indicated they also will be helping in the search for an interim director. A meeting
has been scheduled on May 1, 2019 at the Metro NY Synod Bishop’s office to bring
the leadership and other interested person, together to discuss options going
forward. Tom Kearns will be attending this meeting. Please keep Koinonia in your
prayers.
Pastor Marc, Kim and Tom Kearns

Tri-Boro Food Pantry

On Sunday, April 14th, the Tri-Boro Food Pantry
hosted their annual Easter dinner distribution.
All the fixin's were given to 75 families to help
them host an Easter meal. Our Lady of Mercy
Catholic Church hosted a new shoe drive,
allowing families to collect a new pair of shoes as well. Thank you to all the
volunteers who helped!

Live-streaming of Worship
Have you checked out the live stream of our 9:00 am worship? Watch it on our
Facebook page facebook.com/clc4u.

9:00 am Worship Assistants
We could use some help at our 9:00 am worship. In the back of the sanctuary is a
little table with worship roles written on little flags. If you're able to serve, pick up
the role you'd like to fill (lector, communion assistant, etc.) and bring it to your
pew. Pastor Marc will then let you know when you to come to the altar space.
Thank you for volunteering!

Memorial Day Weekend

There will be one worship service only on Sunday, May 26th at 10:30 am (The
church office is closed May 27th.)

May Celebrations
Birthday
Pastor Marc Stutzel
Wedding Anniversary
Christine & George Badame

Baptisms
Lauren Ann Moss

[You are invited to contact the church office to update our records
on your important upcoming celebrations.]

Do you remember?

In honor of our 60th anniversary, starting Easter Sunday, there will be a display in
the narthex which will be changed frequently displaying photos and clippings from
our past. Be sure to stop and take a look. There will also be a notebook. Feel free
to add your memories and comments and also identify people in some of the
photos. Have fun browsing!

Community Events
Project Search
Do you know a young adult with special needs ready to transition from student to
employee? Project SEARCH is a 1-year, results-oriented, school-to-work internship
program for students (18 to 21) with disabilities in their last year of high school
eligibility that takes place entirely at the workplace. Through Project
Search, interns maximize their last year of high school by learning the marketable
and transferrable skills necessary to enhance their employability before entering
the workforce.
To learn more about Project SEARCH visit:
projectsearch.bergenworkforce.org.

Woodcliff Lake Spring Festival – Saturday, May 18th
Last year, the town of Woodcliff Lake started a new tradition: a spring festival held
on the causeway. Last year’s festivities included music all day long, games for kids,
food and more. This year, CLC will be there! We need volunteers willing to spend
an hour or two to showcase how Woodcliff Lake’s first church continues to make
an impact in our community. Contact Pastor Marc (pastormarc@clc4u.com) if you
can help out.

65th Anniversary of the Woodcliff Lake Police Department

Pastor Marc was honored to join other community and religious leaders of
Woodcliff Lake to recognize the 65th anniversary of the Woodcliff Lake Police
Department.

Pastor Marc joined faith leaders from across Bergen and Sussex Counties
to talk with Rep. Josh Gotthemier about what we're experiencing
in the district. Topics included recent anti-Semitic incidents,
affordability issues in New Jersey, immigration, accountability,
lack of civil discourse, and our shared faith values.

Public Hearing: Needs of Older Adults in Bergen County

On May 2nd at 9:00 am, the Division of Senior Services of Bergen County is holding
a public hearing on the needs of older adults in our community. It is open to all
Bergen County residents 60+, caregivers and agencies serving older adults. Verbal
testimony (limited to 5 minutes) will be accepted at the hearing (call 201-336-7416
to let them know you want to speak). The meeting will take place on the 5th floor
of the County Administration Building (One Bergen County Plaza in Hackensack).
If you are unable to attend, they are accepting written testimony through the end
of the business day on May 1st. You can send a written comment to Lorraine
Joewono (Director, Bergen County Division of Senior Services), One Bergen County
Plaza, 2nd Floor, Hackensack, NJ 07601.

A Legacy at CLC
The trees were in full bloom in our
Memorial Garden this past April.
Since 1997, the Memorial Garden has
served as the final resting place for many
members of CLC. For some, their ashes
are interned in the rock garden. For
others, their names are inscribed on the
wall. The Memorial Garden serves as a
quiet and reverent spot to remember all
who made a difference in our lives. If you
haven’t seen it, walk down the ramp as
you leave the front of the church and take
a left. The Memorial Garden will be there
for generations to come.
If you would like to learn more
about the Memorial Garden, please
contact the church office (201-391-4224). And as you make plans for your legacy,
consider supporting your church. If you need help with any estate planning, we
recommend Thrivent Financial. They have an office in Montvale and we continue
to strengthen our relationship with them. You can contact them at 201-505-4940.

What's a Full Ecumenical Partner?
Full communion is when two denominations develop a formal relationship based
on our shared Christian faith and a mutual recognition of baptism and sharing of
the Lord’s Supper. When the two denominations are in full communion, that
doesn’t mean they merge. Instead, the two denominations celebrate what makes
them unique but choose to work together to share the good news of Jesus Christ.
These denominations worship together, can exchange clergy and share a
commitment to evangelism, witness and service in the world. Each denomination
agrees that even with our differences, there is nothing that is church-dividing.

As members of the ELCA, one of the central documents that formulate our
understanding of the faith is the Augsburg Confession. Article VII of the Augsburg
Confession states that “the true unity of the church” is present where the gospel
is rightly preached and sacraments rightly administered. We are committed to
this model of full communion as an authentic expression of Christian unity.
The consequences of such an agreement are theological and practical. We
commit ourselves to act ecumenically for the sake of the world. When we form a
full communion relationship with other Christians, we let ourselves be more
Lutheran. Instead of reducing ourselves to some common denominator that turns
us into something we are not, we choose to proclaim what makes us who we are.
And when we do that, we discover common connections that lets us be the
church together.
As Christians sharing a common confessing faith, a full communion
relationship allows a mutual recognition of baptism and a sharing of the Lord's
Supper, allowing for joint worship and an exchangeability of members. We also
recognize each one’s ordained ministers as available to the service of all (i.e.
pastors can serve churches in the other tradition). We unite in a common
commitment to evangelism and service which are present during any decisionmaking on critical issues common to our faith and life. We also lift any
condemnations that exist between denominations. Being a full communion
partner doesn’t mean we agree on everything. Rather, it means we will be the
ELCA while celebrating our partners in the faith.
So far, the ELCA has full communion relationships with the Presbyterian
Church (USA), the Reformed Church in America, the United Church of Christ, the
Episcopal Church, the Moravian Church and the United Methodist Church.

At the end of March, total expenses outpaced total income resulting in a loss of
$14,706. We prayerfully ask you keep up with your pledge and continue giving
so that we can eliminate this shortfall and keep up God's amazing work that we
do here.
Thank you very much, The Finance Committee
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Restricted Funds Update
In accordance with the Congregational approved motion on June 3, 2018, the
‘Restricted’ funds approved for use are the following:
Approved amount
Previous amount of Total Funds used
Excess Surplus returned to approved funds:
For April, 2019

$ 50,000.00
$ 6,495.00

Total amount of current available funds

$43,669.00

$164.00

The Church on Dam Road
On October 12, 1958, the ground breaking for the first sanctuary (where the
church offices, chapel space and 2nd story Sunday School rooms are) took place.
Christ Lutheran Church was the first faith community to be organized in Woodcliff
Lake. On the day of the ground breaking, local civic and church leaders were on
hand to witness the event. The ground breaking was covered in the local paper
and was quite a sight to see. I bet everyone in town couldn't stop talking about the
church being built on Dam Road.
Pastor Opsal, the founding pastor of CLC, recognized the oddity of being a
church located on Dam Road. The day after the ground breaking, he met with the
Woodcliff Lake mayor and council requesting a name change for the road.
They voted unanimously to change the name Dam Road to Church Road.
However, the town of Woodcliff Lake ends in the middle of the reservoir and that's
where the town of Hillsdale begins. For a short time, Christ Lutheran Church was
then located on "that Dam-Church Road." Shortly thereafter, Hillsdale changed the
name to Church Road as well.
The fun with names on Church Road almost didn't end there. Pastor Marc
was recently told by our friends at Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley that
when they moved from Westwood they considered buying property next to CLC to
build a synagogue. For a moment, there was a chance for a synagogue in Woodcliff
Lake with Church Road as its address.
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