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Directions: Figure out the pattern in each vertical line of letters. Then add the
next letter in the sequence to the blank underneath, completing John 13:14, NiV.
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JOHN 13:34, NIV

AIN “FE€:€1 uyof ,,aayjoue
SUO SAO0] 1ISNW NOA 0OS ‘NOA PaAO] AR | SV 19jO0UE 9UO A0, IISMSUY



It's overwhelming picking the right Valentine's Day -card.

Selecting the right card (or cards) needs to follow several rules.

The cardneeds to match the personality of the person I'm

_. giving it tq but it also needs to be a card they would expect to
Pastor's come from me. The card needs to set thehtitone, convey the

Message right wordsand show the person | am giving it to that they are
valued. It neds to be funny but not too funny. It needs to be quirky but not too
quirky. And it needs to fit my budget. These rules apply for any card I'm buyinc
including the cards my kids want to give out to their friends at school. | need tc
know my kids but alsdheir classmates. | need to know what's caoid | need to
ask a bunch of questions. Are stickers still fun? Should they glow in the dark or &
scratch and sniff? Are temporary tattoos wiorgiving out or should | sticlith
candy? Omaybe Ishould avoidcandy beause | throw out all the candy nkyds
bring home anyways? Choosing a Valentine's Day card can be mental
exhausting.

But one thing that requires no effort this Valentine's Day is the start of
Lent. Valentine's Day falls on Ash Wednesday thaary On a day when
consumerism turns love into a commodity, the church will do something
different. We'll start our journey towards Easter by starting with what makes us
who we are. We are human. We are malt We suffer, hurt each otheand
shed tears.We laugh, celebrateand bring each other joy and hope. We make
mistakes. We are sinners. And we are, above all, made in God's image. We a
through Jesus, thoroughly loved.

| know many people who love Valentine's Day. | know many who don't.
Regardless ohow you feel about Valentine's Day, | invite you to take time on
February 14 to remember your need for God and how, through Jesus, you ar
loved forever. Worship with us on February 14 at 7 pm. Keep an eye on oL
calendar for special asbriented events tlat day. And make a plan to participate
In our Soup & Studies starting February 21. We will explore why God's love for
matters and how, through scripture and Martin Luthet'$he Freedom of a
Christiarg, we can live out God's love every day.

See you irchurch!
Pastor Marc



President's Message

Here we are, ti the deep midwinter" sort of, and trying to stay focused on what is
ahead for us and our church. Pastor Marc will lead us in Lent, beginning with A:
Wednesday on February 14th. There will be a service at 7:00 pm and probably anotr
option earlier in tle day. See the bulletins and weekly email for specific detalils.

Before Lent begins, we will haweir Annual Meeting, Sunday, February q"
immediately after the ONE (9:30 am) service we will have that day. Our meetin
will begin at 10:30 am or so. We will quickly review the highlights of each
committee, our 2018 Budget and vote on many things; including Council member:
Nominating Committee, Special Gifts Committee members, Koinonic
representatives, the budget and more! This will be nmst lannual Meeting as
your Council President. | have enjoyed my role these past four years and loc
forward to supporting the next y@sident, while continuing to serve in a different
capacity.

We will also review and vote on the newest applications te 8pecial Gifts
Disbursements Committee. We are blessed to have this gift from Dominick an
Anna Ricci and have some new applications to present and vote on.

Please look for a copy oféhennual report in the Narthex. As in prior years,
due to the highcost of postage, we will not be mailing them to your home. They
will be there by January 28th. Please take one home, read it and bring it to th
meeting on Feb. 4th.

We will have coffee and some fresh bagels to nourish you during the
meeting. SO pleas come and stay and VOTE! Remember, we do need a quorur
of 35 members minimumit o0 conduct this meeting.
years, we can plan on concluding the meeting around noon.

Yours in ChrisCarla Hoenigmann
carlah716@cs.con201-391-7843
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Souper Bowl of Caring
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\-—/ January 14 - February 4

@v\) Cel ebrate the “Soup”

¥ Colect loose change in CFA soup containers (or pick your own container
from home)

® Purchase cans of soup when you go food shopping

¥ Bring your collected pocket change and soup cans to church on Super Bow
SundayFebruary 4

¥ We raised over $600 dollars and collected over 100 cans of soup last year.
Can we do more in 20187

Thank you for participating and helpiiitne Center For Food Actiteke action to

prevent hunger andhomelessness!
) BEYOND THE BAG

Center for Food }

ACTION/

Community News

The Woodcliff Lake Police Department wants to get to know residents who have
loved one with any type of special need, whether it is medical, physical or mental. Th
program will connect your family with officers, creating a relationship that can responc
to your unique situation before a crisis arises. By knowing personalities, interests ar
preferences, the police will learn how to interact with them in any situation when they
might be under emotional, mental or physical stress. If you feel like thgggmomight

be helpful for you, contact Sergeant Chad Malloycatalloy@wclpd.conor call
201-391-4977, ext 524. If you feel like your town could benefit from this kind of
program, we encourage you to reach out to your police department and borough ha
and work with them to create this community engagement.
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ASH
WEDNESDAY

FEBRUARY 14,

EVENING WORSHIP AT 7 PM.

THE FREEDOM OF A CHRISTIAN

Do you have a favorite soup recipé&hare G

it with us by making a pot and bringing
to our Wednesday soup and scriptu
sessions during LentWe will be having
soup at 6:30pm; and our study starts a
7:00 pm. In the past we have had som
fantastic soups and discussion¥oin us for|

a wonderful meal, study and fellowshipA

signup sheet is ithe narthex. 1 you can't
join us for study, consider donating a p LlVlIlg GhI’lStlan

.I: Starts Wednesday, February 21. Read through Luther's
o Soup "Freedom of a Christian" and learn how to articulate a
Christian life. Let Pastor Marc if you will attend!

THE ANNOTATED LUTHER STUDY EDITION

LENT SOUP & STUDY

Debbie Kruegle to Visit February 18"

Debbie Kruegle is a former member of this congregation who has been working ft
years in Africa as a missionary. She is active with the Wycliffe translators who a
working to make scriptures available to communities in their native languages. Th
work also includes learning how the people in these comnesmitrork together, their
culture and their identities. As a congregation, part of our yearly benevolgoes to
supporting her and the team she is a part of. She will be hefeumdlayFebruary 18

at both worship services to share her work and her experience.



Committee Spotlight: The Youth Committee

Did you know that there s Ilife after anfirmation? Janet Post
(janetpostl2@gmail.coinleads Youth Committee. We wowkith kids to identify
ways to growtheir faith during a timeof transition in their lives. The faith that
spoke to them when they were in Sunday School needs to grow and expand
they enter high school. Pastor Marc likes to say that faith is a muscle; it's alway
there but needs our time, energy and care to growe Tmmittee works to
create spaces where teens can be honest with faith, connect with eadr atid
hopefully discoverthey are not aloneYouth Committee has a handful of
members. If you would like to helgven if it's in a specific way like drivinguyto

to events or maig food, please lefanet Posknow. Here are just a few things
the Youth Committees working on:

Game Night - February 9™ 7:30 pm—9:30 pm: Are you a S =s

with kids from all overWe'll bring the food. You bringe <&
yourself (and a friend!).
Reaching Out to College Youth: Youth Committee will
send warm wintergreetingswith care packages to our college students this
month. We would like to reach as many of your children as possiblettthem
know they are in our thoughts and prayers. Sunday School children and hig
school youth wilhelp out,baking some special treats$f you would like your child

to receive a package and/drelp by donating items or your time to assemble the
boxes, please contact Jandbr details. We will meet to assemble the boxes on
February 18, 6:30 to 8:00 pm.

Youth Study: Unplugged: This monthly study meets to dig deeper into the stories
Jesus tells. At our last session, four youth dug into the parableedbtdod Samaritan.
Who is the Samaritan? Who might be the Samaritans in our life? What does merrt
look like in the hallways of high school? This group is open to grade 9 and up!

The Breakfast Club: If you've walked through the church on a Sunday morning) an
wonder why it smells like someone was cooking breakfast, you noticed the
Breakfast Club! Each month, the youth group meets to cook breakfast, ataly
grow. Last month, fiveyouth got to know each other over eggs and pancakes.
We're cooking things upgain on February 11 at 2000am.

The ELCA Youth Gathering. We ' r e sending youth t o
Gathering in Houston. Over 30,000 youths from all over the country will attend
This event is one of the easiest ways to grow faith. Reg@gistration ends
February 18, If you want to attend, please let Pastor Marc know by then!
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072,04 740 dgs
Worship at 9:30 am
Meeting begins at 10:30

ANNUAL
CONGREGATION

MEETING

Fook'at'201 7. Plamifori2018!




Pr. Gus Vinajeras: SANTA MARIA IN EXILE

Our friend Pastor Gus Vinajeras is working hard with his community in Texa
Through the Special @&f fund, Care @mnmittee and Christ Lutheran Church
Women we have contributed to his ministry. In 2016, his church community
suffered a split. Pastor Gus and remnants of thiedia Luterana Santa Maria de
Guadalupe began to worship in a new building and are rebuildingir t
community. His community sent out a "Thank You" report to sponsors and her
are a few highlights:

During 2017:

We received 36 new members.

Our weekly attendance grew to an average of 57 per week.

The averge weekly offering was $550 (a 1#¥6reasecompared to 2016).

We baptized 6 children and 1 adult.

We celebrated 5ifst ommunions on Easter Sunday and 5 confirmations on

Pentecost Sunday.

We worshiped once or twice per week in the church building and 14 times ir

different homes.

T We studied sripture regularly and continued to train leaders and organized
awomen’ s group.

T We had joint bilingual worship with Holy Trinity Lutheran Church on Holy
Week, Reformation Sundand Christmas.

—+ —+ —+ —+ —+

—+




you are the way

ik
DEVOTIONS FOR LENT 2018

You Are the Way: Devotions for Lent 2018

Our athome devotions for Lent will be available for pickup this February! Here's
the description from the publisher:
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accompanied by a photo, a quote to ponder, reflection, and prayer.

The accessible and colorful format makes it easy to incorporate a simple
Christian observance into your Lenten journey.

We encourage you to pick up thewd#ion and spend time with it this Lent!



Church Mouse: Did You Hear?

Argine SafariChr i st L ut hBireaon of @lasic,r wah presented on
December 18 with a Congressional Certificate of Recognition by Representative
JoshGottheimeras a "Homel own Hero" for her commitment to her studentsdn
making a difference in the"5Congressional District.

Christ Lutheran Church Women
Here we are in the midst of winter, dreang of a warm spring to come . . . and for
some of ughose thoughts make us think about the Trash & Treasure & Clothing
sale for this year! If you're looking for something to do, how about cleaning ou
your closets and/or basement and putting things away for the sale? Here are th
Important dates for youo know:

0 Trash & Treasure Sale dagaturdayMay 5", 8:00 am until 4:00 pm

U Clothing collection beginsMonday, April g

U T&T household items collection begins: Sunday, Arﬂ‘il 22
More details about work days and meals will come in later Messengers

Thanks!Christine Badame

Sunday School Will Warm Your Heart!

We meet during the month of February on the™and the 28" We will show our
love for others by baking cookies! When we meet on Februaihyvm will be
participating ina serviceproject for youth whoare away at college. We will bake
and decorate cookies to add to care packages that will be sent to members an
friends living away at college. They will be so happy to receive our warm wishe
and treats from CLC! On February"26e wi | | again meet t
us with songs, lessons and crafts. If you know of anyone who is away at colle
and would like to receive a care package, please contact Darleen Castellano
zepness@aatom. Thanks!
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