The Messenger
February 2017

The Newsletter of Christ Lutheran Church
Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey
The Church: Proudly Proclaiming Christ since A.D. 33

Published by
Christ Lutheran Church
32 Pascack Road
Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677

RETURN
SERVICE
REQUESTED

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Paramus, NJ
Permit No. 596

Dated Material – Please Deliver Promptly

Pastor: The Rev. Marc A. Stutzel
Director of Music: Argine Safari
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance
Musician: Fred Messner
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse

February is when I start dreaming about other places. The clouds, the cold and the
lack of sun make me long for warmer and brighter places. I close my eyes, and I'm
sitting on a beach drinking a beverage out of a coconut. Even though the amount
of daylight continues to grow each day, the early evenings drag on me. I want to
escape to a place where the sun always shines and the clouds are far away.
This dream is probably one reason why I, along with countless others, enter
the HGTV Dream House sweepstakes each and every morning. In 2016, HGTV was
the 3rd most watched cable TV channel. People all over the country are watching
people fix up their homes, decorate new ones and visit flea markets trying to turn
a ping-pong table into an armchair. Two or three times a year, HGTV builds or
renovates a home and offers it in a contest. All we need to do is enter our email
address on a form twice a day. The homes are always well decorated and full of
every kind of tech toy we could want. These homes seem to be free and they're for
us. We just need to be declared the winner among the millions and millions of
entries cast.
These contests can limit the dreams we think are possible. We think the only
dreams worth having are winning highly unlikely events and that this win is all we
need to make our lives okay. But the story of Jesus Christ , when it comes to our
relationship with God, is that we've already won. In our baptism, our name has
been selected. We are the winner. We are part of God's family. This family
includes people with homes bigger than ours and homes that are smaller. This
family is made up of mansions, apartment buildings, tin shacks and people with no
homes at all. God did what we could not do and decided we were worth living and
dying for. God wanted to be with you today, tomorrow and always.
So when it comes to Jesus, we've already won. So what kind of dreams can
dream up with God today?
Pastor Marc

50 Reformation quotes
Below are some quotes about the Reformation from Living Lutherans "50
Reformation Quotes." View the complete list at http://www.livinglutheran.org/
2017/01/reformation-500/
“One man, Martin Luther, took a stand that literally shredded the fabric
of Europe. It changed theology, it changed politics, it changed society and
it changed political boundaries. It gave us a revolution in education,
in literacy. There are many, many manifestations of the Reformation.”
—Tom Rassieur, curator, “Martin Luther: Art and the Reformation”
“Luther used humor to express his theological ideas in all sorts of ways. Perhaps it’s
because he struggled with melancholy as well as profoundest opposition to his
passionately held ideas; his humor served as a life raft keeping his spirits and Spirit
buoyed.”
—Jane Voigts, pastor, comedian, writer
“[Christ] is everywhere, but he does not wish that you grope for him everywhere.
Grope rather where the Word is, and there you will lay hold of him in the right way.”
—Martin Luther
“If we Protestants are ‘reformed and always reforming,’ then commemorating
the Reformation should cause us not so much to celebrate the past as to renew
our mission and ministry in the present.”
—Christopher Gehrz, professor
Luther 101
1. Who was John Tetzel?
a. A friend of Luther
b. A representative of the Pope
c. A traveling preacher
2. Who was Katherine von Bora?
a. A nun
b. Luther's wife
c. A social activist for women's rights

The Congregational Annual Meeting of Christ Lutheran Church will be held
immediately following the 9:30 am worship on Sunday, February 12, 2017.
(There is only one worship service on this date.)
The meeting will include highlights from our council
committees and a vote on the newest special gifts
applications. Attendance by all our members is encouraged.
Visitors are welcome. Light refreshments will be available.

Your generosity was amazing! We want to thank everyone who contributed to our
baby shower for a new mom in need. Through your gifts, funds and the grace of
local merchants, we supplied all of this and more. We can't solve every problem in
the world but we can do our part to make the lives of others, especially those who
are suffering, a little easier.

Westwood Honors Christopher Rudie’s Memory
Christopher Rudie was remembered and honored at the Basketball
Awards ceremony at the Westwood Community Center on December 15,
2016. Don and Kathie Rudie were given two plaques honoring
Christopher. One will be mounted in the Westwood Community Center
Gymnasium and one for Don and Kathie to keep at home.
The Gymnasium plague reads:
“IN MEMORY OF CHRISTOPHER RUDIE, Our Friend, S.N.A.P.
Teammate, Who Lived his Life Without Boundaries. A Smile that Lit
Up the Court. Westwood/Washington Township S.N.A.P.
Program.”
It includes two pictures of Christopher on the basketball court. All of
Christopher’s teammates wore “CR” on their uniforms. The Special Needs
Activity Program (S.N.A.P.) was started several years ago. It is designed
for youth who have special challenges. It includes basketball and softball
programs. Christopher participated in both programs for several years.
He always looked forward to each day on the court or ballfield. Students
from the Westwood Regional School were always there to help.
Don Rudie, Sr.

New Book List Announced
Now that the Faith Out Loud Bible study is coming to an end, would you like to
learn more about some of the people you encountered? There's a new booklist in
the library for you that gives some of the titles, both fiction and non-fiction, about
both men and women who you met in your studies. Feel free to take a copy.
This is Josette Audi, and I am wrapping up work on my Girl
Scout Silver Project. I would like to get together with the
different generations in the church to have a Game Time! It
will be held on February 19th after the 10:30 am service. We
will have a potluck lunch, so bring your best dishes! Also
please bring your favorite board games, cards, etc. There will
be a signup sheet in the Narthex for those who want to attend. I hope everyone
can come! Thank you all for helping me with my Silver Project. Contact me with
any questions.
Josette Audi
(845)-368-4023 – julesrob@optonline.net

Christ Lutheran Church Women
Here we are in the midst of winter, dreaming of a warm spring to come . . . and for
some of us, those thoughts make us think about the Trash & Treasure & Clothing
sale for this year! If you're looking for something to do, how about cleaning out
your closets and/or basement and putting things away for the sale? Here are the
important dates for you to know:
Trash & Treasure Sale date: Saturday, May 6th
from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm
Clothing Collection begins: Monday, April 10th
T&T Household collection begins: Sunday, April 23rd
We are very excited that Crystal Ramhorst will be here to help with the clothing
setup again this year! More details about work days and meals will come in later
Messengers.
Thanks!
Christine Badame

Gifts of Health
Everyone, no matter where, wishes for a healthy, clean body for not only
themselves but also their children. We can make that happen by donating the
following items for hygiene kits for Lutheran World Relief.
Most needed
Metal nail clippers
Dark hand towels, 16x28 inches
Wide tooth, sturdy combs
Also
Dark washcloths
Bath size soap in wrapper
Help keep hands clean and smiles bright. Place your gifts of health into the basket
in the narthex. God bless you.
JoAnn Sallo

“I want to thank everyone who took part in our 2017
Stewardship Drive. We had 53 pledges for $170,224. It
is short of where I wanted to be, but taking everything
into consideration it was very good.”
Bill Daub, for Stewardship
Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey thanks us for making a difference with the
48 hygiene kits our church completed which were delivered to the homeless
shelter in Camden, NJ. This project was funded by the Ricci Foundation.
“We meet individuals where they are; offering compassion, dignity, and
hope for the future. Thank you for choosing to walk beside children and
adults who are homeless. We are blessed to have partners who
understand our mission to serve those who hurt, who are in need, or
who have limited choices. Together we can do so much to care . . . And
we are grateful.”
In December, our Youth Group created Christmas ornaments and cards to
accompany meals given to families in need in Trenton. We worked with our friends
at Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church. They wrote us this message in thanks:
Dear Friends of Christ Lutheran Church,
Thank you very much for your generous support of St. Bart's Christmas
food package distribution! Your gift of $500 helped provide 21
Christmas meals for families and individuals in need. Each of the 21
food packages purchased provided a turkey, veggies, dessert, and more
- all that you need for a festive meal. Your handmade cards and crafts
provided a personal touch that truly shares the love of God who came in
the flesh to be with us.
We look forward to other opportunities that our congregations
can work together to faithfully proclaim the Good News of Jesus to
those who need to hear it most.
Sincerely, Rev. Daniel K. Eisenberg
In December our church participated in the Christmas-At-Sea project by
completing 25 satchels for the crew of a merchant ship. Seafarers International
thanked us for brightening Christmas for these seafarers. Again, this was funded
through the Ricci Foundation.
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Winter Youth
Retreat –
<Friday to
Sunday>

17

18

24

25

Chancel Choir
8:00 pm

5-SOUPER BOWL 6
SUNDAY

7

8

Holy Communion
Contemporary
9:00 am

Traditional

Property Work Night

Worship
Committee

10:30 am

7:30 pm

8:00 pm

No Chancel Choir
rehearsal

Finance Committee
8:00 pm

Sunday Church
School, 9:40 am

12

13

14

15

One Worship
Service
Holy Communion

16

Messenger
Mailing

9:30 am

Care Committee
9:30 am

≈ 11:00 am

Chancel Choir

Confirmation Cl.

8:00 pm

8:00 pm

6:30 pm

19

Council Meeting

20

21

22

23

Holy Communion
Contemporary
9:00 am

Knit 1,
Crochet Too

Traditional
10:30 am

10:00 am

(Church Office

Sunday Church
closed)
School, 9:40 am
Game Time With
Potluck Lunch Property Work Night
7:30 pm
≈11:30 am

26

27

Holy Communion
Contemporary
9:00 am

Traditional
10:30 am

Confirmation Cl.
6:30 pm

Chancel Choir
8:00 pm

28

March 1
Ash
Wednesday
Evening Worship

