JANUARY 16, 2022 – 9:00 AM
WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY

A SPECIAL WELCOME ON THIS BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
[All text in italics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.]

* * * * * *
PRELUDE
For quiet contemplation during the prelude, we invite you to open and read from
the Bible in your pew rack Psalm 29, the reading for today.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

[After the welcome, you will be invited to rise in body or spirit.]

[Based on work by Joanna Harader and inspired by Psalm 23.]

In the valley of shadow, at the banquet table,
In the hard work of life, at the moments of ease,
In our day-to-day reality, during the moments we set aside –
We turn to you O God – to worship, to listen, to pay attention,
And to be restored. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us
And we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
[The congregation stands as able.]

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who sends the word with angels, who is made flesh among all peoples,
and who breathes peace on all the earth.
Amen.
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Holy God,
we confess our sin before you.
We replace compassion with competition.
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.
We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word.
Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or deed,
may reflect your love born among us. Amen.
I bring you good news of great joy for all people:
God has come among us
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord.
☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace.
Amen.

[Please remain standing as you are able.]

GATHERING SONG – “This Is Amazing Grace”

[Song continues on the following page.]

[CCLI Song #6333821; Copyright 2012 Phil Wickham Music; SongSelect, rights reserved, www.ccli.com; #2576787]

[The congregation remains standing as able.]

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed
him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in
your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God how
and forever.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

[The congregation may sit.]

THE FIRST READING – Isaiah 43:1-7
1
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4
Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.
5
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
6
I will say to the north, "Give them up," and to the south, "Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth —
7
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made."
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
THE SECOND READING – I Corinthians 12:1-11
1
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led
astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no one
speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say
“Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
4
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.
11
All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit chooses.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

[The congregation stands as able.]

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Glory to you, O Lord.
15

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by
saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming;
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
21
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[The congregation may sit.]

SERMON – “Letting the Waters”

SONG AFTER SERMON – “10,000 Reasons”

[The congregation stands as able.]

[Song continues on the following page.]

[CCLI Song #6016351; Copyright 2011 Thankyou Music; SongSelect, rights reserved, www.ccli.com; CCLI #2476787]

[The congregation remains standing.]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our faith in the words of The Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
[The congregation may sit.]

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for
the church, the world, and all that God has made.
[A brief silence.]

By your Spirit, activate within your church, among our bishops Elizabeth and Tracie
and partners throughout Northern New Jersey, gifts of faith, healing, and prophecy.
Unite those who profess your name across congregations, denominations, and
geographic boundaries. Open our hearts to recognize and celebrate surprising
miracles.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, orchardkeepers, ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. Protect food and
water sources from destruction, that all can eat and drink and be satisfied.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold
leadership positions at any level. Direct policymakers toward compassionate
decisions that build up safe and just communities. Lead all authorities, including
Joseph the President, Philip NJ's governor, Cory and Robert, NJ's Senators, Josh, our
NJ representative, and all the leaders in the towns we call home, in seeking and
serving the common good.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts of healing
for those in need this day, especially . . .
Jon Acito, Dolores Albert, Steve Albert, Anthony C., Sue Bachstetter,
Sharon Bongard, Dan and Pat Cedar, Jim Christensen, Jackson Fehr, Irina Franzen,
Jean Helom, Mae Hulburt, Kacie, Laura, Mark, Rich Markert, Richard,
Ruben Moreno, Faye Rekosik, Lorraine Sadlon, Jim Sallo, Lata Sharma, Alice Sheer,
Miriam and Earl Valder, Lily Mae, Stacy and Brian,
and all those we hold in our hearts during this moment of silence.
[A moment of silence.]

Provide abundantly for all who are hungry or thirsty, all seeking shelter, and all who
seek peace.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling with selfworth, wrestling with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. Remind us
that nothing can separate us from your love.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. We
give thanks for the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have modeled the way
of courageous faith.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

THE PEACE
I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in this sacred space. Send
a blessing, wishing that the peace of Christ may be with them.
Let us now think about all who are worshipping with us online or via
conference call. In our hearts, let’s send to your entire faith community a blessing
and wish that the peace of Christ may be with them.
Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, friends, neighbors,
and to the entire world. With God’s help, our hearts are big enough to extend peace that
far. Let us embody the peace of Christ after we leave this place today.
HOLY COMMUNION

[The congregation remains seated.]

[We invite you to take out the wafer and remove the cover from the individual communion cup. The elements
used during communion remind us of a substantial meal we would eat during a celebration.]

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and across phone lines, social
media, and the internet – let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus,
you are welcomed and loved.
This is the body of Christ, given for you.
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
[After consuming the elements.]

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your
house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened
with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

[The congregation stands as able.]

SONG – “Shine, Jesus, Shine”

[Words and Music by Graham Kendrick]

[Song continues on the following page.]

[CCLI song #30426, copy right 1987 Make Way Music; rights reserved, SongSelect-www.ccli.com; license
#2576787]

BLESSING
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who
calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WORSHIP THROUGH TODAY is via virtual/conference call only. The rise of COVID cases in
our area has caused many institutions to limit who are gathering indoors. We also
had some recent COVID exposure issues impacting the community at CLC. We felt
the most prudent and faithful thing was to postpone gathering in the sanctuary for
the next three weeks. Our plan is to stream on our website, Facebook,
and YouTube. If you would like to join 9:00 am worship via conference call: dial
646-558-8656, enter the meeting id: 892 2457 5750, ignore the participant id, and
then enter the password 195901. If you would like to join 10:30 am worship
via conference call: dial 646-558-8656, enter the meeting id: 827 672 730, ignore
the
participant
id,
and
then
enter
the
password
195901.
ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS by reading these appointed
Sunday scripture selections this week in preparation for the 3rd Sunday of Epiphany,
January 23— they will be read during worship that day: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;
Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21.
“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!” Our Prayer Chain is available for daily prayer for anyone.
Contact the church office with concerns/celebrations.
EVENTS THIS WEEK:

Today, Sunday, January 16 9:00 am Worship with Contemporary Music
10:30 am Worship with Organ-Led Music
Tuesday, January 18
8:00 pm Nominating Committee (Online)
Wed., January 19
8:00 pm Chancel Choir meets via Zoom
Sunday, January 23
9:00 am Worship with Contemporary Music
9:45 am Sunday Church School
10:30 am Worship with Organ-Led Music
6:30 pm Confirmation Class at CLC
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel
Share with us at clc4u.com
Director of Music: Argine Safari
facebook.com/clc4u
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance
instagram.com/clc4u
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677 Worship on Sundays:
9:00am Worship—Contemporary Music
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net
10:30am Worship—Organ-Led Music

