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The Life-Changing Magic of Lent

| typically need to remind myself that there is a blessindpaning stuff. When |
step on a Lego with my barefoot, trip overetltorner of a misplaced ottomaor
bang my head on a ceiling lamp that is too low, | want to throw everything away
But having stuff is a problem I'm blessed to have. Too many people iwanot

and in our neighborhood do not have the stuff | have. Many spend their months
trying to decide whiclhbill to pay, which meal to skipr how they can make their
old car last longer. Having stuff means | have resources at my disposal that othe
do nothave. But it also means | run the risk in having stuff overwhelm, distort, anc
disrupt my life, relationshipand spirituality.

As | prepare to lead a mideek Lenten series on the Small Catechism, | have
been reading books on decluttering. Marie Kondodlse LifeChanging Magic of
Tidying B>~  wdzi K  UrdtdfpdiShiibdation, Spardoy, A Decluttering
Handbook for Creative kd, and The Joy of Leaving Your Stuff All Over thed?
are on my nightstand. Each book promises that we have the power to gain orde
and control over our lives. We can, through certain acts and habits, clear th
clutter from our homes, relationshipand soul. By looking at what we have, we
can see ourselves more clearly.

When Luther put togetheThe Small Catechisrhe was offering parents and
heads of households an opportunity to look at what they have. They, and we, hav
Jesus. Through the Ten Comrdarents, Apostles' Creed, the sacramenénd
prayers, entire families could discover Jesus' love for them and how Jesus' lo
changes everything. This Lent we're going to see howTtiee Small Catechisia
more than just a book we teach to teenagers. It'way to discover Jesus and live
out our faith in a very real way.

See you in church!
Pastor Marc




STATE-OF -THE-CHURCH

Annual MeetingReview

Thank you to everyone who attended oénnual Meeting on February 12
We jokingly dubbed the meeting the Winter WonderlaAdnual Meeting due to
the ice and snowstorm that came through that morning. We're grateful for the
46 people who came out. As a community, we're blessed with many gifts ant
leaders. And we are called to prayerfully discern where Christ is leading us. Eve
when meetings become contentious, we are united to each other through
Christ. If you missed the meeting, we reviewed the highlights of each
committee, talked about things we're looking forward to in 2017, approved our
2016 budget and voted on many thingdour council members, Nomating
Committee, Special Giftso@mittee members, Special Gifts applications (the 17
projects in the annual report were approved) and our reps helping Camg
Koinonia in its outdoor ministry.

Council Blessing and Installation Coming Soon

At our Annual meeting we elected foyreople to serve on our church council.
The church council is empowered by the entire congregation to live out their
baptismal calling of discipleship. Most of our daily ministry is practiced in the
relationships outside the church. But individuals are also asked to express th:
ministry inside the church as well. The church council serves as leaders to ma
sure that the mission of the church is the focus of who we are. We're grateful fol
all who haveever served on councgiand we're excited to welcome new people
onboard. We will soon install each council person during a worship service. Stz
up-to-date with our calendar by making sure you receive ouneassletter every
week! Contact the church offic201-391-4224 orclc4u@verizon.ngtif you need

to be added to our enewsletter list.



mailto:clc4u@verizon.net

From Our President

As | sit here writing, we are still in the midst of some volatile February
temperatures In the span o yS $SS1 > 6S 6Syd FTNRY
snow day to the freezing rain slush wadhon the Sunday of our Annualeigting.

With the grace of God, we did have a quorum (46 hardy members) who cam
and stayed foour Annual Meeting on February 2 Ifyou missed it, we reviewed
the highlights of edt committee, approved our 2017udget and voted on many
things; Council membersNominating G@mmittee, Special Gifts @Gamittee
members, Special Giftpplications (all approved) and our Koinonia reps. There
was some healthy discussioand we all learned a few things. We will work on
some pocesses and get back to yaiuth all the changes.

We hope you enjoyed the bagels and coffee. Please let me know if you hay
any other suggestions for making the meetimgre enjoyable or valuable.

| would like to say a few thanloy's to some of our members. Thank you
to Janet Posffor agreeing to continue on Couih@s the Youth representative,
filling the spot vacated bgolin Podd 61 SQf t 0SS f $he @) ywa 7F
are very blessed to have her take on this new role. We hope someuofiiichelp
with the Education @mmittee and assisDarleen Castellanowho is our new
Education Council representative. Thanks Darleen and welcome aboard! We |oc
forward to their contributions and fresh perspective as we work together.

As | said at our meeting, | am optimistic for the future of our church.
We have some work to do to ensure that we are indeed reaching outside our walls
to people in our communities. We will talk about and plan for how to adapt to
the busy lifestyles of families today and go from there. | urge you to get involvet
with the areas lhat interest you . . we need all voices (and hands and feet) to
make the changes you want and need. | look forward to seeing the wonderfu
things we will do and see in the coming year!

Yours in Christ,
Carla Hoenigmann
carlah716@cs.com

201-391-7843



Winter Youth Assembly February 2017

This year's NJ Synod High School Youth Retreaf\vias 6 St 2y 3% & 2
0St2y3azr ¢S o6Sft2y3as I [[ o6Stz2y3a G ¢
together at Harvey Cedars Retreat Center to explore, play,paadtice living in
D2RQ&a 20SNBKStfYAYy3I 4StO02YS F2NI | &nd |
D2RQ& Weé had dvér dindigh schoolers, college studerdgmd adults who
went. They came back with new memories, expeces, relationshipand a table
they decorated themselves.
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© RETUGEES

Scout Sunday March 12

We are blassed by the Boy, Girl, and Cutn@ts that are part of our community.
The lessons taught in scouting inspiréfatime of service, connectioand hope.

At the church, we continue to beldssed by the gifts of all ourc&uts.
We're setting aside March 12 (the birthday of the Girl Scouts) as our Scout Sund
this year! We'll bless our Scouts at each worship service. Come out armatele
our scouts!



You are invited . . .

Ash Wednesday
March 1 at 7:30 pm
Dust and New Life

/f Healing and
¥ Annointing with oil

9'am & 10:30 am

March'1g
.

Souper Bowl of Caring

Thank you! You collected cans and your pocket change for weeks to help tF
Center for Food Action. More change is coming in but as of February 13, we rais
over $580 and ovel00 cans of soup. Little bits of love, collected together, can
OKIy3aS LIS2L) SaqQ tA@SaH



Wednesdays in Lent
Soup & Study

6:30 pm

Starting March 8

From the Library
During Lent we are studying Luther's small catechism, one of the basics of our fai
and how to get back to basics in our livésok for titleson display in the library

Dot Dohrmann
Calling All the Wonderful @oks at CLC
We ae again having soup and studiring the Wednesdays in Lent. We need
volunteers to make pots of soup. This year wdl be studying the small
catechism. This program is alays instructive and fun. Sign up to make soup on
the sheet inthe narthex and join us fasne orall Wednesdays. If you can'ttand,
but would like to make soup, talk to Dot Dohrmann.




"l will become a monk"

Martin Luther originally planned, on behalf lois own future and the future of his
family, to become a lawyer. But something changaud he soon became a monk.
Below is a short selection frotruther the Reformeravailable in our church library,
about why that decision was made.

Six months later ahunderstorm overtook Master Martin while he was
walking back to Erfurt [where Martin Luther was studying to be a lawyer] from
Mansfeld [where Luther's parents lived]. A bold of lightning suddenly struck him tc
the ground. "Help me, St. Anne!" he shoutédwill become a monk

One moment of triumph. Another of desolation. Now Master Martin had
decided to enter a monastery, and father Hans was furious. Luther wrote to hi
father and declared that the thunderstorm and the vow were the will of God. Hans
replied that he wondered whether his son had misinterpreted what had
happened. Were the thunderstorm and the vow the work of God or the devil?...

Yet there was much more than this behind his father's anguished response
and Luther knew it. What Hans hamkt was his insurance policy. With its brightest
member now in a monastery, the Luder [Luther] family's security was gone. Luthe
responded that he could do more for his family with his prayers than he could as
well-heeled lawyer....

Luther's decisiond become a monk nonetheless remains puzzling. At the
time of the vow he was walking back to the University of Erfurt. He had taken al
unexplained, but officially authorized, leave of absence to visit his family. Thi
leaves suggests that the decision wad as sudden as a bolt of lightning that
knockedhim off his feet.

Luther 101

Why did Luther write the small catechism?
a.to be used as a textbook in schools
b. for the head of the household to teach family members
c. to be used as a confirmatidool




Tri-Boro Food Pantry- Lenten Hunger Appeal

On Sunday, February 5, Pastor Marc shared in his sermon some of the good wic
of the TriBoro Food PantryThe bod pantry serves over 100 families (95% from
the TriBoro area itself) who need help thi groceries, cleaning productand
more. Every year, the food pantry tries to supply all the fiRinsy SSRSR ¥
large meals at Easter, Thanksgiviagd Christmas. The pantry usually purchases
everything it needsbut they're tryingsomething differentthis year. Sixlifferent
congregations are being asked to supply one food item to make the Easter me
fantastic. Pastor Marc vohieered our church to supply 78 1b. bags of onions.
We don't have a date set for when we need the onions linyt Pastor Mac is
confident we can help make 70 famdien Park Ridge, Woodcliff Lalend

Montvale have a great Easter meal.

Sunday School focuses. . .
. ..0n a service project once a month. Recently the younger children made thank yc
cards for people who do spml things for them.The older children baked cookies
and delivered them to police, firefighters or neighbors as a thank you for helping t
protect the children in the neighborhoods we live in. During the upcomingebent
season we are inviting the children at worship to color large posters of the stations ¢
the cross. Parents can participate, too. They will be displayed in the sanctuary durir
Lent. As the Sunday School children serve others they are learning thaatbelso
serving Christ,
"Whatever you do, work heartily for the Lord and not for men, knowing
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward.
You are serving Christ.Colossians 3: 224

Rich Osenbruck



T 1 HANKS
HEART

From Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Old Tappan, NJ
On behalf the congregation of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Old Tappat
would like to extend our deep gratitude for your very generous gift of $1,000 fo
our church building elevator repair. Fdmast 30 years our elevator has provided
I O0S&aa (2 2dzNJ al yOudzZ NE F2N) 0K2&S 6 A
core membership has aged through the years we have found the elevator to
more needed than ever. Your very generous contributiirensure that stairs are
not a barrier to people seeking to access our worship space. Thank you SO v
much for this kindness to us!

We wish all of you much joy and happiness in the year ahead and alway
Thank you so much for your partnership in shgthe Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Yours in Christ, The Rev. John C. Holliday, Pastc

o

From Buddies of New Jersey, Inc.

We want to express our sincere appreciation for the generous donation of food ar
toiletries you provided for our Pantry. Because of yoeiare able to help address
the nutritional needs faced by the poor of the HIV/Aids community here in Berge
and Passaic counties. This year we were able to help provide food for over 4
clients and their families.

Becausef you, Buddies of New Jers&g. can make a real difference in the
lives of the individuals we serve. Our services include substance abuse treatme
oral health, mental health therapy, case management, housing, transportation an
our food panty all which play a critical role in hetp our clients maintain a true
quality of life.

With your help, all of these amazing things happen. Thank you for carinc
You are a true partner in our fight against HIV/AIDS.

BobSorbanelli, Board of Directors



Long Road Ahead

By Sharei Greerogam Communicator for Lutheran Disaster Response
Fromblogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/2926
Visitwww.elca.org/OutWork/Reliefand-Development/LutherarDisasterResponse/

to see how Lutheran Disaster Response is making a difference all over the world.

In a host community in Jordan, a delegation ob@l Mission staff met Jasmine,

a widowed woman from Syria. She, like many others, fled to Jordan for safety wit
her sisters and her 2 young children. She had been offered the opportunity to b
resettled in the! ®{ ® aL RSYASR (GUKS 2FFSNEE &cF
0K2dZaAKGI LQR 0SS o0l 01 K2YS wWAYy {&NALI 8
continued, she realized that she may not be going home anytime soon, and the
she wishes she had taken the affe

In late January, President Trump signed a series of executive orders the
would hinder/halt immigration and migration to the United States. The order
that garnered the most media attention essentially banned anyone from 7
countries where the primary teion is Islam¢ Syria, Iran, Libya, Somalia,
Yemen, Iraq and Sudan.

With the signing of the Executive order, refugees, like Jasmine, are feelin
less hopeful for new opportunities. Rachel Luce, Country Director for Lutheral
World FederationJordan ¢ Our partner for work in the camp and host
communitiesinJordag 0 2 f R dza GKI & OGOKSNBX Kl & oS5
NEIA2Yy D a¢KSe w{eéNAlIYy wSFdzasSSae I f NE
A AR® d. dzi GKA& oflF OF yid d unwantedhhdiutEer
RSLINB&4aSR®E

The ELCA responded to the Executive Order through blog postn aderts,
social media, videand a statement from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, taking
a firm stand in oppositionf the string of Orders that wouldtop or greatly reduce
the effortsof asylumda SS{ SNBE X NBFdzaSSax S0 Ly |
agree with the importance of keeping our country secure as the administratior
stated in its executive order last Friday, but | am convinced teatporarily
banning vulnerable refugees will not enhance our safety nor does it reflect ou
gl t£tdzS&a a / KNRAaGALlFyade

al 0OKSg Hp &aleéeaz ac¢NdzZe L G(GStt ez
iKSaS ¢6K2 NS YSYOSNER 27T Yeé iskEdmmikted &>
continued work with the most vulnerable.


http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/2986-2/
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/

Domestically, through congregations, partners such as Lutheran Immigratiol
and Refugee Services and Church World Services, along with several Luthel
social ministry organizations, the ELCA ismdtted to refugee resettlement in the
United States.

Internationally, the ELCA continues to support interndigplaced persons
(IDPs), migrants and refugees through the accompaniment of companion church
and partner organizations in Europe and the MaldEast, and through the
AMMPARO strategy that was approved through Chwicle Assembly last summer.

Calling All Alumni of Lutheran Colleges and Universities

. . . that our denomination, the ELCA, is affiliated with 26
colleges and universities? Our friends in other Lutheran

DID YOU KNOWT denominatons support other colleges agell. If you attended
a Lutheran affiliated college or university, Pastor Marc would

- love to hear from you.Visit /lutherancolleges.org/to see
schools Lutherans are affiliated withor@@act Pastor Marc
(marc.stutzel@gmail.corand 201391-4224) if your school is

on the lig!

Womers Bews Attention All Members . . .
Startsaving for Trash & Treasureow ¢ sale isSaturday, May 6, 2017

Just a reminder to start setting aside your treasures and cleaning out your close
in anticipation of theAnnual Trash & Treasure SaleSaturday, May 6.

Clothing collectiorbegins on Monday, April f0in Mitchell Commons and
Treasure collectioimeaning anythingpot in the clothirg category) begins on April
239, More details will follow in future Messenger articles and Surmiggtins.

If you are iterested in helping, please call Ann Christenaef01-666-5078.
New helpers ¢f any age) are always welcome . . . no experience necesgafyal
lot of fun and a chance to make new friends. We'll feed you,vaell you'll feel
better knowing that you've helped our church raise funds for improvements here
and for many deserving charities.

Christine Badame


http://lutherancolleges.org/
mailto:marc.stutzel@gmail.com

Annual CongregationalRetreatat
Camp Koinona January 2729, 2017



