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Dated Material – Please Deliver Promptly

Pastor: The Rev. Marc Stutzel
Director of Music: Argine Safari
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance
Musician: Fred Messner
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse

What makes a new year "new" to you?
2016 is here! Does it feel any different from 2015? To me, New Year's Day always
feels like my birthday: when someone asks me if I feel any different, my answer is
usually "no." It takes time before a new year feels new to me. And that's probably
one of the reasons New Year’s resolutions are so popular to make and so popular
not to complete. We want to make a change but, as normal life keeps happening,
we lose the time we need to make the change stick.
2015 was a faith-filled year at CLC. We fed over 40,000 people in one afternoon,
welcomed Jewish Temples and Christian Churches into our sanctuary for
Thanksgiving, and our annual Trash & Treasure sale funded projects in the church
and all over the world. We have a habit of making a difference in the world and
2015 was a great example of that. We do what we can to live our faith out loud.
But why do we feed others? Why partner with traditions other than our own? And
why support projects in Nepal and right here in Woodcliff Lake? If you've ever
wondered why we do what we do, I invite you to read the Bible with us in 2016. In
one year, we'll walk through the entire 66 books of scripture. We'll start with
Genesis, wrap up with Revelation, and discover if Obadiah is really a book of the
Bible (hint: it is). We'll offer drop-In Bible studies at church (Wednesdays at
11:30 am - bring your lunch, and Thursdays at 7 pm), include a special Bible
reading in worship each Sunday and dig into scripture at special events. If you've
always wanted to read the entire Bible but haven't, I invite you to join us. I'll be
sharing special notes, moments, and thoughts through social media in case you
can't join our studies. Visit our website www.clc4u.com for more information and
a monthly scripture guide.
It only takes 3 chapters a day to cover Scripture. You can do it.
See you in church,
Pastor Marc

As you receive this, we are most likely winding down our Advent season. It has
been a beautiful and busy month at church. We have some new decorations this
year, so the Sanctuary and Narthex look especially nice. Thanks to the Worship
Committee and all who helped decorate! The Advent dinner was also very well
attended. It was great to see everyone come out to enjoy a wonderful meal
together and decorate bags to give away!
I want to announce that our Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday,
February 7th at 10:30 am. We will have one blended service that day, beginning
at 9:30 am. Our meeting will start immediately after the end of that service . . .
at 10:30 am. We will quickly review the highlights of each committee and will
vote on the newest applications to the Special Gifts Disbursements Committee.
We are blessed to have this gift from Dominick and Anna Ricci and have some new
applications to present and vote on. We will have coffee and some light
refreshments to nourish you during the meeting. So please come and stay and
VOTE! Remember we do need a quorum to conduct this meeting.
(And yes, we know that Super Bowl is later that day. We cannot have the
meeting earlier, due to the Koinonia Retreat on January 31st. The following week is
Presidents’ Day, so that's why we'll have it on the 7th). We should be done by noon
that day.
Have you seen Pastor Marc's postings, pictures and short readings on
Facebook and Instagram? If not, please consider "friending" our church page . . .
you will be glad you did!
Yours in Christ,
Carla Hoenigmann
carlah716@cs.com
201-391-7843

Christ Lutheran Church Women news
†Christmas gifts and donations update
Many thanks to everyone who donated gifts, money and gift cards
to 65 deserving people on our lists: 15 Moms and kids from
Mentoring Moms and the 50 children from DYFS. For most of
those DYFS kids, your gifts were the only ones they will receive at
Christmas.
The gift program this year was again done through the Bergen Volunteer Center in
Hackensack and their “All Wrapped Up” program. All the gifts were delivered by
Nov. 30th and the extra cash and gift cards (over $575 worth) were delivered to
the “All Wrapped Up” Program Director to help fill the gaps for the people who
weren’t matched. She really appreciated all our help again this year. We look
forward to doing it next year! Thank you again for your generosity.
Christine Badame
†Health kits to be assembled for Lutheran World Relief
You can clean hands and brighten smiles in far off places by donating the following items:
Hand towels (16” x 28”)
Toothbrushes (in original packaging)
Bath-sized soap
Sturdy wide-toothed combs
*Wash cloths
Metal nail clippers
Please place your donations into the basket in the Narthex. Thank you! Questions?
JoAnn Sallo

Christ Lutheran Church Women to host soup buffet!
All confirmed females of our church are invited on
Sunday, January 17th following the 10:30 am worship service.
Once again, a delicious buffet of soups and dessert will be our lunch. Come join us
as we review 2015 and make plans for 2016, including the Trash & Treasure Sale
on April 30th!
Thanks to our successful 2015 Trash & Treasure Sale we were able to support
many worthwhile causes in the world, our area and in our own church.

To all the confirmed females
of Christ Lutheran:

Christ Lutheran Church Women
Annual Ladies Luncheon
Sunday, January 17, 2016
After the 10:30 service
In the Opsal Room
****************************
Soups & Desserts for Lunch
Come join us!

It takes a church . . .
It takes a church community to successfully carry out not one, but two repasts
on the same day. Many hands were needed, and many, many hands pitched in -all working in harmony. It was a beautiful sight to see, and so we say a simple
"thank you" to all who helped to show our love and support for the Boettj er and
Ungar families.
God bless all your hands and hearts!
JoAnn and Dot

With all the news about Muslims recently, some new titles in the library might be
of interest:
248.2 Bary - Hiding in the light: why I risked everything to leave Islam and follow
Jesus
248.2 Qureshi - Seeking Allah, finding Jesus
297 - Islam for dummies
Be sure to pick up a flyer in the narthex or in the library listing some of the new
titles available.
Dot Dohrmann

So they can eat
→ In mid-December we delivered over 100 bags and boxes to the Center For Food
Action’s distribution point in Saddle Brook, NJ. Special thanks to Diane Lintner, Noel
Ulanday and David Crouse for volunteering their time and vehicles. Many thanks to
members of the congregation who helped us shop for the over 1000 items needed.
We are forever grateful for the Ricci special gifts fund for enabling this project.

Making life easier for senior citizens in Jersey City
→Christ Lutheran Church Women completed 48 Hygiene Kit bags for the benefit of
senior citizens in Jersey City which is within the Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ
program called LIFE. We used the beautifully decorated canvas bags created during
the Advent Dinner. (Many thanks to all you creative people who decorated them.)
We are grateful to Care Committee for its financial support to help fill the bags; some
of the products included were toothbrushes, towels, wash cloths, shampoo,
disposable razors, deodorants, etc.

Christmas at Sea
→In early December we delivered 25 Christmas at Sea satchels to St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Clifton which was the drop off point. They each were filled with clothing
and treats for an entire crew of a seafarer’s merchant ship. This project of the
Seafarers International House of New York City is supported by The ELCA.
We are grateful to the Ricci special gifts fund for the monetary support of this
project.

Official notice
→The Congregational Annual Meeting will be held immediately following the
9:30am single worship service on Sunday, February 7, 2016. The meeting will
include highlights from our Council committees and a vote on the newest special
gifts applications. Attendance by all our members is encouraged. Visitors are
welcome. Light refreshments will be available.

Carolers Spreading Christmas Cheer
Westwood and Hillsdale Train Stations

