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Pastor's Message

Clint Ramos is an acclaimed Tony Award winning costume and set designer
Broadway. He worked oWiolent, Sunday in th€ark with George, Sweet Chariot
andOnce on Tis IslandWhen we're watching a play or a musical, we don't always
think about the set o costumes that much. They set the tone for what we're
watching but we turn our attention on the eting, singingand dancing. We act as

if the set and costumes are secondary in the show itself. We walk away from th
show saying "that was a neat set" andthing more. In a recent interview, Clint
was asked what he wished the audience might take away from his work. And h
answered in an interesting way.

The set and costumes do more than set the tone for the show. The costume
and set are the first thingshat draw us into the event. Every button on an actor's
blouse and brick on a fake backdrop wall are designed to draw the audienc
deeper into the story. The set and costume designer use their talents to draw the
audience deeper into the story on the stagend by bringing the audience into the
story, the designers end up uncovering our personal stories and the story of thi
world beyond the walls of the theater. The set and costumes are clues inviting th
audience to look around and see everything in a nigihtl Clint's only wish is for
the audience, for those of us sitting in the seats, to be "more porous to those
clues" that are all around them.

Imagine, for a moment, if we looked at our faith in the same way. What if we
were more porous to noticing th&od that is always with us? Look around you.
In the set that is your everyday life, how are you being drawn deeper into Jesu:
story? | tend to read my copy dhe Messengerin my kitchen. | don't always think
about how my dishwasher, the pile of diyshes in my sinnd my dinged coffee
grinder can reveal Jesus to me. But the God that created the universe is the san
God who is living with you. The tsewe build, our homes, officeand school
lockers are places where God is truly present. We might struggle to see God
those places but maybe that can be changed. What's one small thing you could ¢
to make the room you're in right now show God's love a little more clearly?
Is there something you need to add or something you need to take away’
Whatever you do, remember thallesus is right there with youbut we can
sometimes get in our own way when we try to see him.

This May, spend time helping yourself be more poroush clues of love
that God is always sending you. And let'sdesign the sets in our lives to help us
see God more clearly.

See you in churchHPastor Marc



Genesis GardeiKicks Off

For over 30 years, we have provided hundrefipounds of fresh produce tohé
Center for Food Action in EnglewgoNJeach summer ah fall. Families across
Bergen Gunty use the gifts we give to supplement their meals. Last year, 1682 Ibs
of tomatoes, beans, cucumbers, egg plar#sd more were doated to CFA It
takes a team of dedicated woiteers to plant, tend, harvesand deliver this life
giving food. And the month of May is when everything kicks off!

We're starting the season a little later this year. On Tuesday, M8\atl6:30
pm we'll install the fence for beans and plant them. The rest of the garden will be
rototilled the week after. We'll prep the ground with the tarp to keep out weeds
and will start planting on May®'. Well bless the garden on Juné&'3

Keep an eye out in oureewsletter for the dates and times when volunteers
will be meeting. And if you would like to be added to our Genesis Garder
volunteer list, contact Jim and Ann Christensenmhchrist@aol.com



mailto:jimnchrist@aol.com

Christ Lutheran Church Women News

Reminder to All:
Trash & Treasure SaleSaturday, May 5", 2018

8:00 amNoon and 1:00 pm4:00 pm

Just a remindeyou still have the opportunity tdring your treasures (meaning
non-clothing items) to church for the T&®® untilThursday, May"3only!

If you are interested in helping on the Sale day, there's still time to do that!
Just give Ann Christensen a call at-B86-5078 or see her or one of us at church.
If you'd like to help out the week before, just coraa by anytime from 5:0®@:00
pm. New helpersdf any age) are always welcome. noexperience necessaryi IQ &
a lot of fun and a chance to make new friends and help the church raise funds fc
the many charities we support throughout the year.

Christire Badame

g If you visit our library you'll notice a different look.
We've downsized to better fill our current needs.
When the library started, emphasis was on
| school district reading lists so that a child who
. announced he needed a book report on Monday
i | could find the title here. Now the needed books are

- AL downloaded or picked up at the local library, now
open Sundays and picture books are available in many different media. We had
lot of classic fiction, selfielp books and Christiafamily guides Now we watch
PBS for the latest "guru” on living.

The use of our library has become more focused on Bible study, Luthera
history, other religions such as Islam, devotions, prayer, etc.so our collection |
now focused on what our members seek.

We will stillpurchase a limited selection of fiction for our regular reader, but the
focus will be on topics of current interest at Christ Lutheran.

Any suggestions or comments on our new plan would be welcomed.

Dot Dohrmann, Librarian



Fmaec :

At the end of March, total expensesutpacedtotal income for the first three
months and we have a moderate $15,200 loss. Although this this is a smaller lo
than we started 2017 w#h, we prayerfully ask you keep up with your pledge and

continue giving so that we can eliminate this shortfall and can keep up God'
amazing work that we do here.

80000
60000
o 40000 $72,596
© $57,396
g 20000
0
-$15,200
-20000
Total Income Total Expenses Deficit

Thank you very much!
Martin Thalmann,

ForThe Finance Committee



From WorshipCommittee: Lent & Holy Week in Review

Thank you to everyone who reached out to members of the worship committee tc
share their thoughts and experience of Lent and Holy Week. On April 3, th
committee met to discuss the season and make plans for next Y¢awalue your
feedback. Feel free to share your thoughts with the committee at any time (Dot
Dohrmann is the chgierson and Coleen Daub is theonhcil representative) or
speak with Pastor Marc giastormarc@ckdu.com

One new thing we tried this year was moving our evening service©90pm
instead of 7:30 pm. We were hopeful that an earlier start time might expand the
possibility of who would be able to attend. However, we realize that the earlier
start time created a time crunch for others. We'll return to a 7:30 pm next year for
Ash Welnesday, Maundy Thursdaynd Good Friday.

Our 12 noon servicefor Ash Wednesday and Good Friday went really well.
These services met in the chapel space and had their own unique liturgy. We
keep these worship options for the foreseeable future.

Maundy Thursday is an important worship event that reminds us how Jesu:
wants us to treat each other and the wider world. We'll implement a few changes
next year and encourage you to make plans to attend that service even if you'v
never attended that servickefore.

Kids, familiesand adults of all ages loved the intergenerational skit that took
place on Palm Sunday at theD® am worship. There's a real passion among our
youth to share Jesus through plays and skits.

We received a few comments about théag of our Holy Week. It's the
tradition at CLC to begin with a hybrid Palm & Passion Sunday. We start that d:
waving palm branchegelebrating Jesus' kingship, aedd the day with Jesus'
death and the making of a cre@sThis is an emotional serviegth highs and lows
and everything ifbetween. It's not unusual to leave worship feeling disheveled
and out of place. It's uncomfortable to see the cross. And that's why we start Hol
Week in this way. As Christians, the cross is a central to our faithesnd' Story.
When we gather to worship, we are diggi deep into Jesus' life, deaténd
resurrection. We can't only wave palms and then head straight to Easter. We can
forget the reality of the cross. Since not everyone who attends church on Sunda
will worship with us on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, we read about Jesu
death on Palm Sunday so that everyone can see that there is no place that Jes
won't go.



mailto:pastormarc@clc4u.com

Hello May!

Note T he s e Sunday Dat

%’E% Sunday, May 13'"
-\ > All females will receive a carnation
HA Y Intheir honor at the

M
DAY!

MAY 20 AT 10:30 AM WORSHIP
CELEBRATE OUR CONFIRMANDS

Sunday, May 27"
Memorial Day Weekend I I
One worship service only on
Sunday, Ma@7" at 10:3 am * *
(The church office closed Mag®)

ﬂIE R/S 9:00 am and 10:30 amvorship services.

€



Need help?

A StateHealthl nsurancd’rogram GHIP)

Medicare counselor is available by appointment
for oneon-one help with:

1 Understanding you¥ledicare benefits

1 CompletingMedicare and other related forms

1 Answering questions related ktedicare, MedigapsMedicare
Advantage Plandvledicare Prescription Drug Plarend Managed
Care Organizations

All at no charge

Bergen CountysHIP (201336-7413
One Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack

Alternatelocationsby appointment

Bergenfield (201)387-7212
North Arlington (201) 9985636
Wallington (973) 77£5815




VB

AUGUST 4 - 9, 2018

Save the da: Vacation Bible School
For Pre-K (3+) through &" Grade
August 69, 2018,9:00amd 12 noon

Connecting with Jesus, Godnd Each Other!

Each day children willxplore Bble stories in fun andnteractive ways.Through
classroom activities, group gamasd fellowship, children will build friendships in
I O2YYdzyAde 2F / KNAaAGD® LYy it 6S R2
of peace, faith, love, forgivenessd light.

Suggest Donation: $20.00 per child
Make checks payable to Christ Luthei@hurch (VBS in the memo line)

Register online aftttp://www.myvbs.org/clcvbs

More information is coming soon!


http://www.myvbs.org/clcvbs
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&2 Yicces

Why | Doné6t Sit With My Husband
Rebecca McLaughlin writes @hristianity Todaybout her practice of hospitality
which involves sitting with others during church. Read her feasons to separate
from your spouse and sometimes your kidson Sunday morningsby
visiting https://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2018/april/whyi-dont-sit-
with-my-husbandat-church.html

When Art Comes to Church
Each autumn since 2009, a great assembly of artistisastworks has gathered in
downtown Grand Rapids, Michigdéor ArtPrize, an international competition with
KFt ¥+ | YAfEA2Y R2ffFNBR Ay LINARI S&a ol
votes. In 2017 ArtPrize drew 1,300 submissions from 41 states andufitries,
displayed in 180 venues that ranged from art muss to bars and auto garages.
And churchesin 2017, ten churches in central Grand Rapids signed on a
ArtPrize venues and displayed the works they had selected from applications receive
Read how these churches participate in their local art scenes by visitin
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/criticalessay/wherart-comeschurd.

Community Event Ontie Needs of Older Adudtin Bergen County

On Thursday, May "3, 9:00 am, Bergen County will hold public hearing event
about the needs for reidents 60+at the County Administration Building (One
Bergen County Plaz58"¥f 22NE | | O1Syal O1uvao LGQ&a =
age 60+, caregivers and agencies serving older adults in Bergen County. Writte
and verbal testimony is acceptable and limited to five minutes. If you need more
information, please call Senior Seescat (201) 336416.

BBC Shared Amazing Short deo onFacebook
(https://www.facebook.com/bbciplayer/videos/216891534332783Gdbout grief.
Science used to assume that gimpacted every part of who you are but, over time,
it faded away (i.eyou 'got over' it). But we're now discovering that's not necessarily
true. "You don't get over grief, you just learn to have it as part of your life."



https://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2018/april/why-i-dont-sit-with-my-husband-at-church.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2018/april/why-i-dont-sit-with-my-husband-at-church.html
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/critical-essay/when-art-comes-church
https://www.facebook.com/bbciplayer/videos/2168915343327846/
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Happening at
Sunday School

An Ideafrom Sunday School
Part of our hospitality plan at CLC includes making worship as accessible as possi
We print our entire worship service so that lehme
Lutherans and firstime visitors can see how our enti
worship unfolds. Our bulletins come in two sizes so t
limited eyesight won't stop someone from singing along
the songs and hymns. We include all our announcemen
calendar, and a special comntary by Pastor Marc so eac
bulletin can be reead duing the week. If you ever warmb
show someone what wealon Sunday, feel free to sha
your bulletin with a friend!
But if you don't use your bulletin during the week, we invite you to recycle it.
For years, recycling bulletins is something we've done. But we realize we cou
have made that more obvious. honor of Earth Day and in response to God's call
to care for God's creation, one of our Sunday School classes created a spec
recycle box. It's located by our front doors. Toss your unused bulletin into that bo:
and know that it will be recycled.

EasterEgg Hunt at Church

28 A big thank you to JenElek Meredith Drobinske

i . Darleen Castellano and all who organized a

. wonderful Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday.

. The entire day was special. From the tasty Easter

breakfast to the amazing music &bth services,

Easter Sunday was a truly wonderful event. Thank
you for being a part of it.




Eagle Court of Honor: Christian Stremler

Big congratulationso Christian Stremler (far right) who earned his Eagle Award!
His project converted an unused Sunday School room at Christ Lutheran Chur
into a proper storage room. Pastor Marc was honored to participate in the event
We're proud of Christian and celedie his accomplishment!

March for Our Lives March 25

Youth from Woodcliff Lake and MayBarlos Rendtead off the March 28 event
organized by Temple Emanuel of thes€ack Valley. Alysgdhadeff, a victim in
the Parkland shooting, lived in Woodcliff Lake when she was younger an
attended Temple Emanuel. Woodcliff Lake police did an amazing job escortir
marchers from Dorchester Elementary School to Temple Emanuel.i Rakdnm
Monosov, Cantor AlaBokoloffand RabbEhelley Kniaz led the service. High school
students and friends of Alyssa spoke at the rally. Rev. Larissa Romero of Pasc
Reformed Church and Pastor Marc led prayers during the event.



