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“Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way

more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.” (Ephesians 4:15)
Dear Friends:

During the past weeks, we have been studying the book of Ephesians at worship.  This wonderful, encouraging, courageous book was written to strengthen and guide new Christians who were in a very hostile and immoral place.

Their task, though, was not simply to survive and keep their faith.  Christ had chosen them and given them the Holy Spirit in order to “speak the truth in love” to the world around them.  That’s our task too, to be a Christian by sharing our faith in Christ with people around us---and do it “in words.”  While the old hymn:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       “They’ll know we are Christians by our love” is much beloved in the church—it isn’t really accurate.  Love in this world comes from all kinds of sources and all kinds of ways.  People will know we are Christians by our words.  And sharing Christ—speaking the truth in love—is what we, the body of Christ are called to do.

We used to excuse ourselves by saying that it was impolite to talk about religion to other people.  Who are we to force our faith or our church on anyone?  But lately we are discovering that people out there really WANT to talk about God and faith!  People are questioning and searching.  Many are expressing doubt that there is a God at all.  People are willing to listen to someone who has Christ in their life and to hear how Christ makes a difference.  People want to hear your story!  Just remember that we need to speak respectfully, honestly and non-judgmentally.  And our task is not to convince or convert anyone (that’s the Holy Spirit’s task).  We speak the truth in love, “in words.”
Many of you were away this summer.  One way to look at that, is that the community has scattered to witness as missionaries.  Like Paul, our people have gone too far-away places to relax and sit in the summer goodness. Paul also says in this letter: “Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days.” (Ephesians 5:16)  Going away is a wonderful opportunity to meet new people, share relaxed conversations, and think about faith more deeply.  What an accomplishment to come home and not merely say: “I enjoyed myself”, but to say “I had some wonderful conversations with people about my Christian faith.”  Jesus promises he will say:  “Well done, good and faithful servant!”

Another hindrance to being a Christian “in words” is that people say: “I am not sure what to say.” Or “What if people ask questions I can’t answer?”   The more we are Christians “in words” the more we realize we need to hear the Word and study it, talk about it with other Christians, and be nurtured in our faith.  Bible study was never intended to be for our “own edification.” It is meant to be training to be an “in words” Christian.

To be a Christian in our time is to be one “in words.”
    Pastor Peter

Narthex Project . . . Gifts requested . . .
Our Narthex Renovation project has been on hold for nearly a year now.  The truth is we simply were overwhelmed by some of the costs, as at the same time the economy was taking a nose dive.  (For example replacing the doors at $26,000 was four times the cost we had imagined it would be.)

Harry Meyer, the Chairman of the Property Committee, has recently been trying to rework the project, scale it back, and still make some important improvements to the narthex area. The Committee will meet on Tuesday, September 22nd at 7:30 pm to talk about possible improvements.

The narthex is a very important area of our facility.  One member called it: “Our church’s resume.”  It is the first impression guests and strangers have of our congregation and mission. We would like it to be a welcoming space.

We do have some funds--approximately $6,000--which have been given as gifts and memorials over the past years.   However, we are also seeking individuals who would like to memorialize a loved one in this important project. If you would like to make a gift or memorial to fund or help fund a portion of this important project, please contact Pastor Peter.

Confirmation Classes Information 

Ninth Graders
We do the final event in preparation for Confirmation: our senior fall retreat together at  Koinonia on the weekend of September. 11-13th.  Meet at  the church  PROMPTLY at 6:30 pm, Friday Sept 11th.  Bring:  Check for $40.00 made out to “Camp Koinonia,”  Sleeping bag (or blanket and sheets), pillow, bath towel, bible, pen, casual clothes (no dress up clothes needed), swim suit.  All food and snacks and drinks are PROVIDED.  We will return approximately 3:00 pm Sunday afternoon. (In order to be a part of the Rite of Confirmation you must complete this whole retreat. No late arrivals or early dismissals.)

The rehearsal for Rite of Confirmation is SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10th at 8:00 am. (Note the early time) Parents can stay for the rehearsal as it is only about ½ hour.
The Rite of Confirmation is Sunday, October 11th.  (The Rite is not appropriate for students who plan to drop out of church, or families who are not committed to continuing to attend/be active in church  after Confirmation.  In being Confirmed, students are promising to join the church, continue to attend frequently, and be active in their family Christian life. Students who do not plan to do that should not receive the Rite of Confirmation.)

7th and 8th Graders
Confirmation classes with Pastor Peter will be held on Sunday evenings beginning September 20th.  One parent –(or both)---must attend the first class with the student. 7th Grade class is from 6:00-7:00 pm weekly ( the times are exact)  and will be a survey course on the whole Bible.  8th grade class meets from 7:00-8:00 pm weekly (the times are exact) and deals with faith and basic Christian knowledge.  

For security reasons, Students coming to Confirmation classes are asked to arrive at the upper parking lot and enter and exit by the OFFICE wing door. 
Our Fall Schedule 

· 50th Anniversary Committee meets Tues., Sept. 15th at 7:30 pm

· Retired Men’s Group  restarts  Thurs.  Sept. 17th 10:00am

· Worship returns to our 8:15, 9:15 (Contemp.), 10:30 schedule
       Beginning Sunday, Sept. 20th

· Sunday School begins Sept. 20th at 9:15 am
         Teachers will be installed

· Friends and Family 50th Celebration  Sept. 20th  at 11:30 am
          Food-Fellowship-Fun

· Confirmation begins  Sept. 20th: (A parent should attend too…)

    7th grade  from 6-7 pm, 8th grade  from 7-8 pm

· Narthex Committee meets Sept.  22, 7:30 pm

· Bibles will be presented to 3rd Grades, Sunday,  Sept. 27th
    9:15 or 10:30 am 

· The next  Christian Fellowship Luncheon/Bible Study is 

    October 5th, 12:00 noon

Attention “Retired Men”
The next meeting of the “sages of the ages” will meet on Thursday, September 17th at 10:00 am in the Library.  We hope to solve all the problems of the world, and strengthen our faith at the same time.  


The group is open to all men who are available at 10:00 am, whether retired, playing hooky, looking for work, or just plain too rich to work.  We have great discussions and will welcome all with open arms to join us. Coffee and donuts or cakes are provided.

Free Lunch, October 5th, noon
Yes, there really is free lunch.  And the food is great!  And you get it served to you, too! There is also entertainment  (usually by our own David  Scance).  And bad jokes and a short Bible study by Pastor Peter. The luncheon is open to all at Christ Lutheran, our neighbors, and you are encouraged to bring friends, too!
           Come share in the food, friendship, and faith! (Prepared by Bobby Allen and crew)
In addition to lunch on October 5th, there will also be luncheons November 2nd, April 5th and May 3rd.
Gifts and Memorials Book

Deepest thanks to Linda Calise for her calligraphy.  We now have a beautiful leather memorial book which lists some of the major, recent, items which are used in the sanctuary for worship.  

The book is on the back table in the narthex and will be opened to a different page each week.
Celebrating 50 years
1959 - 2009
50th Anniversary Purpose Statement

The purpose of Christ Lutheran Church’s 50th Anniversary celebration is to thank God for our first fifty years; rejoice in Him; have fun; publicize stories of interest about Christ Lutheran; and invite people to come and enter into a deeper relationship with Christ.
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Prayer Concerns
Our prayers include the following people who especially need prayer at this time: 
Joe Bierbusse, Abbie Herron, Carol Kress, Terry Leahy, Doug Logan, Bruce McGill, Don Okeson, Al Palmerin, Marion Ramasco
We continue to pray for the following individuals who need ongoing prayer:

Harry DeLaRoche, Irene DeMaio, Christopher Formosa, Carol Gehshan, Hope Hugelmeyer, Lois Jasper, Ethan Letz, Patricia Lintner, Tillie and Frank Mayer, Elsie Nicolas, Christopher Rodriguez-Cyriax, Bryant Rodriguez-Cyriax, Marie Roller, Christopher Rudie, Kiki Therkorn, Debbie Weis, Lillian Wenz
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Just a few quick notes . . .

Fall is approaching, so it must be time to Save the Date—for the women’s annual Retreat Weekend that has been scheduled for October 2-4, 2009 at Camp Koinonia.  It is open to all women of the church and is a nice opportunity to meet other women and enjoy the peaceful surroundings of Koinonia. Come join us for a weekend filled with fun, food, and fellowship (along with time for doing puzzles and reading).  See Kim Kearns if you are interested in attending or have any questions.  Carpooling is easily arranged.  If you can only make part of the weekend, that’s ok too.  


School and Health Kits- You can still help us with supplies for the school kits. We only need the following items:

· 12 inch rulers



· boxes of 24 count crayons


· children’s scissors




· 70 count spiral or tape bound pads of 8” x 10 1/2” ruled paper 

· or pads with 200-210 sheets.  No loose leaf or filler paper, please.

Due to leftovers from last year, we don’t need anything else.  Please place your donations in the basket in the Narthex.  Thank you for providing these basics needed for learning.








                             Carla Hoenigmann








                                        JoAnn Sallo
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 Parish Record Membership Activity
  Memorial Service and Interment of Ashes

L. Marion Binovi

August 2, 2009

Memorials and Gifts
Donations may be given at any time in honor/memory of a loved one or as a gift given in thanks to God.  Contact Pastor Peter for more information.  

Designated Gifts Wish List                                                      

Polaris Roofing for last flat roof section @ $5,500



Polaris Shield for all five flat roofs @ $1,000 ea.

Narthex Renovation (various costs per section)


4 choir loft pew torches @ $370 each

Sanctuary Video Projector @ $1300
Congregational Phoning System @ $1250

Gold paraments @ $2500
Celebrate Our 50th with Friends and Family

 

We’re Having a Picnic – Everybody Come!
 

On SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th—a full day of worship, fun, entertainment and, of course, food.
A hymn sing worship, with both contemporary and traditional songs at 10:30am, followed by a cook-out, antique car rides, water slides, volley ball, cotton candy, sno cones and a very special musical performance by our youth.
 
Invite your friends, neighbors, relatives--everybody!  Special invitations to give to those you want to invite will be in the Sunday  bulletins.










         Dot Dohrmann  
 

The Care Committee

The Care Committee begins a new season of serving the congregation and the community with a meeting in the Son Shine Room on September 9, 2009 at 9:30 AM. The coffee is hot and the refreshments delicious.  We invite all the ladies of the congregation to join us.  


The first event planned for the new season is Care Sunday on October 4th. Committee members, at that time, will be assisting in the morning services. Refreshments will be served in the narthex in celebration of Care Sunday.  










   Mae Hulburt

 

Looking back . . . 
As the Confirmation Class makes plans for their retreat to Koinonia in a couple of weeks, they will be the 51st class in our history.  The first class in 1959 had one student, the next year there were 20 confirmands. The largest classes of 30 or more were in the late 60s and early 70s.
 
Congratulations to our youth who are joining a long line of teens professing their faith here at Christ Lutheran
 

 
From the Library---
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Have you seen the latest Harry Potter movie yet? The series has been condemned as evil by conservative Christian groups and accepted by most as a good fantasy read. But is there more to such stories as Harry Potter, Star Wars or the Lord of the Rings?
Lutheran author Russell W. Dalton has written Faith Journey through Fantasy Lands, which presents a whole new interpretation on these fantasy tales of good and evil. The book is on display in the library with a few of the books he discusses.  He presents a different way of looking at these flights of imagination.









           Dot Dohrmann
Financial Update

	
	
	
	$Over/(Under)

	January - July 2009
	Actual
	Budget
	Budget 

	
	
	
	

	Total Income 
	136,837 
	134,600 
	2,237 

	Total Expenses
	153,379 
	157,940 
	(4,561)

	
	
	
	

	Balance
	(16,542)
	(23,340)
	6,798 


Through July 2009, the total income received has exceeded the budgeted income by $2,237.00.  The total expenses paid for the same period are less than the budgeted expenses by $4,561.00. Although the actual year to date income and expenses are better than budgeted, the total year to date expenses has exceeded income by $16,542.  This is due to the deficit budget that was approved by the congregation for 2009. 

We count on your pledges to meet our expenses.  Please keep your pledges up to date.  Also, please prayerfully consider contributing above your pledge amount, so that we can balance the budget for 2009.    

We also want to inform you that we are not receiving adequate funds in 2009 to cover our mortgage payments.  Our mortgage payments, year to date through July 2009, have been $16,919.00 and we have received only $12,337.00.  Therefore, we have been short $4,582.00.

     









     Thank you,   

   Kim Kearns, for the 

    Finance Committee

The Ten Commandments

Sunday School Memory List for September

“I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods.”





















