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“Go and make disciples of all nations.” (Matthew 28:18)

Dear Friends 

What would you say? Is Christ Lutheran Church growing, staying the same, or shrinking?

Like many Lutheran churches, in fact like most main line protestant churches, the correct answer is “shrinking.” 

Why do you think this is so? Well, one reason is, because there is not much advertising or promotion.  Imagine for a moment a McDonalds that took down the arches and most of the visible signs. Imagine you did no advertising except for a small ad from time to time in the free papers. Imagine no one who ate at McDonalds ever talked to anyone else about liking to eat there . . .  How many hamburgers do you think you would sell?  

Advertising is important, but of course, churches do not grow just because of advertising.  Advertising is an “attitude” as much as it is a tool. The most effective way for a church to grow is by having people who go there promote it.  Now, granted, people will not promote something if it is “not pleasant.”  There has to be good fellowship, exciting worship, and good preaching.  But we have these things. Mostly though, our people do not seem to talk much about our church or about Christ in their life, or encourage family and friends to come here.  There is not much word of mouth.

We used to excuse ourselves by saying that it was impolite to talk about religion to other people.  Who are we to force our faith or our church on anyone?  But lately, I have had several conversations with people who are discovering that people out there really WANT to talk about God and faith!  People are questioning and searching and they are interested to hear from someone who has Christ in their life and that Christ makes a positive difference.  

And too, people are tired and mistrustful of institutions.  People often think we would want them to come to our church so that they can be an addition to our numbers, our offerings, or our “cheap labor.” Our invitations need to be to invite people to come to know more about Jesus Christ and what it is like to have a relationship with Him; not to promote an institution. (Which often sounds really self serving.)

This is one of those moments in history when we can sense that the world has changed greatly.  If all we do is say “we’re here” and “we have great programs,” so come visit—nothing will happen. No matter what we offer, people will not come to us.  We need to reach out to them. That’s what Jesus did, didn’t he?

    Pastor Peter

Narthex Project . . . Gifts Requested . . .
Our Narthex Renovation project has been on hold for nearly a year now.  The truth is we simply were overwhelmed by some of the costs, as at the same time the economy was taking a nose dive.  (For example replacing the doors at $26,000 was four times the cost we had imagined it would be.)

Harry Meyer, the Chairman of the Property Committee, has recently been trying to rework the project, scale it back, and still make some important improvements to the narthex area. The Committee will meet on Tuesday, September 22nd at 7:30 pm to talk about possible improvements.

The narthex is a very important area of our facility.  One member called it: “Our church’s resume.”  It is the first impression guests and strangers have of our congregation and mission. We would like it to be a welcoming space.

We do have some funds--approximately $6,000--which have been given as gifts and memorials over the past years.   However, we are also seeking individuals who would like to memorialize a loved one in this important project. If you would like to make a gift or memorial to fund or help fund a portion of this important project, please contact Pastor Peter.

Congratulations Confirmands!
(Confirmation is not a graduation or a completion, but a beginning. Confirmation is a public promise, made by young adults, to become new active members of this church and to worship, take communion, and be involved here.  It mimics an adult baptism, and is all about joining the church, not leaving it.  If a student plans to stop coming to church and participating here after confirmation—then the rite of Confirmation is not appropriate.)

The following students have prayerfully decided to take the next step in their life as a Christian, by promising to become active worshipping members here.  They are: 
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                      John Carbaugh

                 Liam Conboy

                   Lauren DiBlasi

            Chantal Ramhorst

            Christopher Rudie
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Retired Men

The next meeting of the “sages of the ages” will meet Thursday, October 15th at 10:00 am in the Library.  We hope to solve all the problems of the world, and strengthen our faith at the same time.  


The group is open to all men who are available at 10:00 am, whether retired, playing hooky, looking for work, or just plain too rich to work.  We have great discussions and will welcome all with open arms to join us. Coffee and donuts or cakes are provided.










    Pastor Peter
Our Schedule 
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Retired Men’s Group meets Thursday, October 15th at 10:00am

· Confirmation classes each October Sunday evening – 7th grade from 6-7 pm, 8th grade from 7-8 pm

· Day of Confirmation, Sunday, October 11th during the 10:30 service

· Special Congregation Meeting, Sun., Oct. 18th following 10:30 worship

· 50th Anniversary Committee meets Tues., October 20th at 7:30 pm

· The next  Christian Fellowship Luncheon/Bible Study, October 5th and November 2nd, 12:00 noon

Free Lunch, October 5th, noon
Yes, there really is free lunch.  And the food is great!  And you get it served to you, too! There is also entertainment (usually by our own David Scance).  And bad jokes and a short Bible study by Pastor Peter. The luncheon is open to all at Christ Lutheran, our neighbors, and you are encouraged to bring friends, too!
           Come share in the food, friendship, and faith! (Prepared by Bobby Allen and crew)
In addition to lunch on October 5th, there will also be luncheons November 2nd, April 5th and May 3rd.
Care Committee

There will be a Christian Fellowship Luncheon on Monday, October 5, 2009 at 12:00 in the Opsal Wing.  A delicious menu that will include lasagna prepared by members of the congregation and Apple Crisp for dessert will be served.  Following the luncheon Pastor Peter will have a brief bible study. There will be a music program provided by David Scance. Please call Diane Lintner at 201-391-3103 to make your reservation.  


The Christian Fellowship Luncheon is always open to the congregation, as well as to their friends and neighbors.  Future luncheons will be held on November 2, 2009 and April 5, 2010 and May 3, 2010. 











Mae Hulburt











Notice of Special Congregational Meeting

There will be a short Special Congregational meeting on Sunday, October 18, 2009 following the third worship service (10:30am service).


The sole purpose is to approve recommendations from the Special Gifts Disbursement Committee as approved by the Church Council to spend funds from the Special Gifts Funds that are time sensitive.
Gifts and Memorials Book

Deepest thanks to Linda Calise for her calligraphy.  We now have a beautiful leather memorial book which lists some of the major, recent, items which are used in the sanctuary for worship.  

The book is on the back table in the narthex and will be opened to a different page each week.
Youth Committee

This month’s news is for everyone at Christ Lutheran, not just the Youth or families with kids . . . it’s for the entire congregation to read. 

Why? Because we need you!

. . . To do what? . . . To help us transform our congregation!


To do this, we are proposing the congregation approve and attend Youth and Family Institute’s “Congregational Training” to be held here at our church in January of 2010.

 
As part of a proposal to the Special Gifts Disbursement Committee, the Youth and Family Institute would lead a weekend event to provide our church with an overall, transformative vision for ministry in our congregation, our homes and our daily lives. The cost to be voted on is $4,000, which includes the costs of mailings, food, materials, the seminar and travel related costs for the leaders. 

 
This event, which would require attendance by a majority of our congregation (at least 60 members of all ages), would consist of sessions on Friday night (7-9 pm), and on Saturday (from 9-12 noon and 1-3 pm), finishing with a meeting of the Council on Sunday.  Food and babysitting would be provided.  


The conference will consist of four interactive sessions:

1. Will our children have faith?

2. Home is church too!

3. Four keys of vibrant faith

4. Taking it home!


Why should we do this?  Because it will help us reshape and revitalize our whole ministry and fulfill our congregation’s desire to have a great ministry, to pass on faith to youth and strengthen our families.


Jason Reed would lead the sessions.  Jason has been to our congregation a couple of times to preach and tell us about continuing faith in our families and our lives.  He works for the New Jersey Synod and is also part of the Youth and Family Institute.


For more information you can go to www.youthandfamilyinstitute.org, see Pastor Peter or a member of the Youth Committee.  Thank you.










     Carla Hoenigmann
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Celebrating 50 years
                    
        1959 - 2009
We hope that you, your family members, friends, and neighbors
will join us for our final celebration worship to thank God for our fifty years!
Special Worship Service of Holy Communion 

All Saints Sunday, November 1, 2009 at 10:30 am
(Our 50th Anniversary Dinner will follow at the

Woodcliff Manor—call the church to RSVP)

Our 10:30 am worship service on this morning will include special music and recognition of the Saints.”   It has become a tradition to read the names of all those members of Christ who have passed away in the last year (since last All Saints) during the prayers of the church. This year we will include those Charter Members who have also died. The congregation will have the opportunity to remember those near and dear to them by lighting a candle in their memory.
50th Anniversary Purpose Statement

The purpose of Christ Lutheran Church’s 50th Anniversary celebration is to thank God for our first fifty years; rejoice in Him; have fun; publicize stories of interest about Christ Lutheran; and invite people to come and enter into a deeper relationship with Christ.

We Hope a Good Time Was Had by All

 We all got to sing our favorite hymns, we were entertained by our talented youth, the weather cooperated, the antique car rides were fun, and there was plenty of food. That in a nutshell describes our Friends and Family day on the 20th.  Hope you were there, if not, you missed a good time. 
Special thanks to Ken Eastlund and Trudy Ungar for their rounding up volunteers and to Trudy and Dan for arranging the car rides, and to everyone who helped set up, clean up, supervise activities and help out.  Couldn’t have done it without you. A big THANK YOU!
          Dot Dohrmann,

         For the Anniversary Committee
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Prayer Concerns
Our prayers include the following people who especially need prayer at this time: 
Jonathan Barone, Fred Brofazi, Nancy Sadlon, Toney Tanner, Doris Wenz
We continue to pray for the following individuals who need ongoing prayer:

Harry DeLaRoche, Irene DeMaio, Christopher Formosa, Carol Gehshan, Hope Hugelmeyer, Lois Jasper, Ethan Letz, Patricia Lintner, Tillie and Frank Mayer, Elsie Nicolas, Christopher Rodriguez-Cyriax, Bryant Rodriguez-Cyriax, Marie Roller, Christopher Rudie, Kiki Therkorn, Debbie Weis, Lillian Wenz
Take a Look in the Library
Each Sunday School student of Christ Lutheran received a bookmark from the church library listing some book suggestions. Many of these books are on display this month, as well as other good reads for all ages, nursery to adult.  Take a look!











           Dot Dohrmann
From the Church Office
We Get Letters

“Hi Everyone, Congratulations on your 50th Anniversary. I often think about the wonderful people I met at Christ Lutheran while living in Washington Township. I also enjoy the newsletter every month in getting caught up with you your news.


I belong to Grace Lutheran in Culver City, California and our congregation is very active like yours. I still help with the garage sales as I did at Christ Lutheran.


Wishing everyone good health and raising enough funds for Living Waters Lutheran Church.” Sincerely, Crystie Rooney (crysrooney@aol.com) 
From the Parish Record
Marriage of
Kristen Jean Kearns

And

Nicholas Tomasso

August 29, 2009

Funeral and Burial of
Joseph K. Bierbusse

September 14, 2009

Memorials and Gifts

Donations may be given at any time in honor/memory of a loved one or as a gift given in thanks to God.  Contact Pastor Peter for more information.  

Needed Items:
Polaris Roofing for last flat roof section @ $5,500



Polaris Shield for all five flat roofs @ $1,000 ea.

Narthex Renovation (various costs per section)


4 choir loft pew torches @ $350 each

Sanctuary Video Projector @ $1300
Congregational Phoning System @ $1250

Gold paraments @ $2500
How Does Our Genesis Garden Grow?
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“Thanks to the hard work of a small group of dedicated workers, this year’s garden will yield over 650 pounds of produce. All of the harvest was delivered to The Center For Food Action in Englewood, New Jersey. We hope to upgrade the soil for next year’s garden in order to increase our harvest by at least 25%.


We will need more help if we are to do this again next year. Please try to make time to help next year. You do not need to come each week. We can schedule things to be done on days or evenings that fit into your schedule.

To everyone who helped this year, thank you for a job well done!










          Jim Christensen

Stewardship Thoughts

It’s October, and fall is here, the hot and humid days of summer are over, the leaves will turn their autumnal splendor, and we can all look forward to the beauty that God provides each and every year.


Well, many of us can and indeed we do need to stop for a moment and reflect on how merciful God has been.   But what about those people who have had hardships to shoulder this year?  In the face of hardship how are we to even know what His will is?


We can’t. To fully understand God, we would have to be equal to God, which we certainly aren’t.  So, what are we supposed to do?


God reveals himself through Scripture.  There we can begin to learn what His will is, and what and how God wants us to live.  Our tradition of following Martin Luther, is based on trying to understand God’s will as expressed in the Bible, to avoid putting our own twists on His divine order, and trying to live our lives in accordance to His will.


OK, so what does this have to do with Stewardship?  God calls us to give and to give generously, to both support the mission that Jesus sets for our church, and to help the needy.  We live in a country where excess luxury is the norm.  Yet, there are hungry people who are also children of God on our very doorstep.


Please make this year the year in which you decide to put your trust in God, and to offer your tithe to Him who has given you everything.  Believe you me, when you do make this sacrifice, you’ll learn so much about yourself, your family, your God that you’ll wonder, just as I did, why you ever waited so long.  When you do this, you will be living a life a step closer to God’s will, and just knowing you do this will improve the quality of your live in a way nothing else can.


So remember; generously share what God has first given to you.  Everything good in our lives comes from God and when you share with others, you’re spreading His good.  And what can be better than that!









                     Yours in Christ,








          Dan Lamade, for Stewardship

The Ten Commandments

Sunday School Memory List for October
“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
You shall not make unto me any graven images.”





















