Peter’s Page
Dear Friends:

This month we celebrate fifty years of ministry on this site, in the Name of Jesus Christ. A lot can be discerned from the name which the first people chose to call this ministry:  Christ  (that is specifically honoring the name of Jesus); Lutheran (those who hold on to Justification by Grace); Church  (a community which is part of the One Body of Christ in every time and every place.)
As we remember the people who first gathered in a school room;  the people who were invited in regardless of affiliation or denomination;  people who had such faith and dreams for the future (many of which have now been fulfilled); we pause to give thanks to the Holy Spirit for all the wonderful things which have been accomplished here.  We give thanks for the thousands of lives that were touched and transformed by the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; for all the Baptisms, Confirmations, Christian Weddings and Funerals; for all the Bible Studies and act of care in Christ’s name, and for all the selfless acts of sacrifice made by faithful people for Jesus’ sake. 

It is important to remember too, though, that the greatest church builder in our faith, the Apostle Paul never built a Parish house in which to do Christian education (he taught in public places—like the local “Starbucks”).   He never built a church in which new Christians could worship (they worshiped in homes).  In short, he never built nor established a mission. He was the mission—he and his companions were a mobile mission, a temporary mission in any one place, a team in motion with the goal of converting lives, simply by telling the story of the Gospel. 
So often we think of the church as the mission. To become established, to build a building, to fill it with permanent things, to do all the organizational and social things inside the building—all this is the church and the ministry.

But in these times we are coming to see that our calling as a viable congregation has more to do with what we do and say outside the church than in it.  Our purpose when we are inside the building is to grow, train, and be strengthened by Word and Sacrament. But all this is training for our “mission” which is in daily life in the world. Church supports, nurtures, and makes us resilient in our faith.  But our mission begins when we leave church and begin the work of being a visible Christian in the world.   The church is not a building, it is people who are alive in their faith and who do their “shining” in the dark world, not just in the building. Happy Anniversary!  
         Yours, In Christ,

    Pastor Peter 
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Celebrating 50 years
                    
1959 - 2009
We hope that you, your family members, friends, and neighbors
will join us for our second celebration worship to thank God for our fifty years!
Special Worship Service of Holy Communion 

June 28, 2009 at 9:30 am
Hot and Cold Brunch will follow.

Welcome Bishop Riley!  Bishop E. Roy Riley, Jr. of our New Jersey Synod will be present on June 28 to preach and lead worship in Celebration of our 50th Anniversary.  There is one service only on that day. Join us for a wonderful celebration!

· Recognition of Charter Members
· Special Music—with Chancel, Handchime Choirs and David Scance
· Sunday School participation.

· Brunch in the Opsal Wing

· Ham

· Egg Casserole and deviled eggs

· Hash Brown Potatoes

· Fruit, bagels, waffles, and specialty breads
50th Anniversary Keepsakes Are Still Available
A 24k gold plated, boxed Christmas ornament and a blue-opalescent backed suncatcher, both with the image of our church, are available for the purchase price of $15. Commemorative pens will also be available for $3. See display in the Narthex. Contact Judy Husarek for information or to order. 
50th Anniversary Purpose Statement

The purpose of Christ Lutheran Church’s 50th Anniversary celebration is to thank God for our first fifty years; rejoice in Him; have fun; publicize stories of interest about Christ Lutheran; and invite people to come and enter into a deeper relationship with Christ.

Looking Back. . .
In the past few months our various groups have sponsored a spaghetti dinner, an elaborate tea and an Easter breakfast.  These follow a long tradition of fellowship events held over the past 50 years, including Advent dinners, progressive dinners, a wedding evening with a fashion show of vintage gowns, a Wild West night, game nights, October fests, swim parties, Koinonia retreats, picnics and more.  All of these have helped us to be a family community, not just a congregation.  Any ideas for other fun events?







                                                           Dot Dohrmann
.
Christ Lutheran Church Women
Trash & Treasure Update--Thank You, Thank You!! to everyone in the congregation who donated items or clothing, made food, and worked the day of our Annual Trash & Treasure & Clothing sale!  Once again, YOU made it a huge success! We are amazed that we have taken in $14,500 as of mid-May.  We expect it to increase a little more once everyone pays their outstanding bills.  Please see Crystal Ramhorst to pay your clothing balance—checks should be made out to: Christ Lutheran Church Women.  



Once again, it was a fun week of camaraderie combined with some hard work and a chance to work with people of all ages—special thanks to our Youth workers who provided a lot of help this year.  You helped us so much with the cleaning of the donations, putting out the items on the tables, checking out our customers and helping us price the fun stuff!  We hope you come back next year!


Hats off to those of you who baked, cooked and brought us food.  We ate and ate the 244 delicious meals you provided during the eight days of Trash & Treasure!  We couldn’t have done it without you.  On the day of the sale, 54 people were working and eating lunch together.  Those of us who ate the food thank those of you who prepared the great food.
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Jesus said, “Feed my sheep”.
John 21:17


Did you know that we will donate over $7,000 of the proceeds to local and international charities?  The list includes Koinonia, Lutheran World Relief, Center for Food Action, Mano Amiga, Church World Services, IRF and the Fall Clothing Drive to Liberia.  The remaining funds will be used to improve our church (specifically the Genesis Garden and necessary Capital improvements).


Did you ever wonder what happened to our unsold items?  Well, you will be happy to know the majority of them were passed on to other organizations to help people in need.  The clothing leftovers were split between Star of Hope Ministries in Paterson, NJ, and Rev. Goldson from “Closer Walk” Ministries in Paterson.  Calvary Methodist Church received 4 bags of shoes.  The books will go to the Westwood Library, 120 pairs of reading glasses went to Mexico/Mano Amiga and the Old Tappan Women’s Club took some Trash and Treasure items for their rummage sale.  The church was cleaned up by 5:30 pm---what an amazing day it was! Thanks again to all of you who helped in any way.



                         
 


  Carla Hoenigmann and JoAnn Sallo
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Prayer Concerns
Our prayers include the following people who especially need prayer at this time: 
Micki Allen, Marion Binovi, Carol Gehshan, Lois Jasper, and  Debbie Weis and the family of Rosemary Trass (Kathy Rudie’s aunt)
We continue to pray for the following individuals who need ongoing prayer:

Harry DeLaRoche, Irene DeMaio, Christopher Formosa, Hope Hugelmeyer, Ethan Letz, Patricia Lintner, Tillie and Frank Mayer, Elaine Meluso,  Elsie Nicolas, Marie Roller, Christopher Rudie, Kiki Therkorn, Lillian Wenz
Gifts and Memorials
Gifts/memorials may be given at any time in honor/memory of a loved one or as a gift given in thanks to God.  Contact Doris Crouse or Pastor Peter for more information.  

Designated Gifts Wish List                                                      

Polaris Roofing for last flat roof section @ $5,500



Polaris Shield for all five flat roofs @ $1,000 ea.

Narthex Renovation (various costs per section)


7 communion rail torches @ $370 each

Sanctuary Video Projector @ $1300
Congregational Phoning System @ $1250

Gold paraments @ $2500
Gifts Purchased during May
Processional Cross from the Barry Monton Memorial Fund
2 pew torches from the Zelda Gercken Memorial Fund

Mission Trip to the Yucatan—Christmas Week 2009
Please make your decision now!

We will be purchasing the (group) plane tickets in the next  week. We need to purchase all the tickets for the same flight, as our site is four hours away from the Cancun airport—and we cannot make multiple trips to pick people up.

We now have eight + people who have registered for our trip in December. We want to meet our goal of twelve or more.   Take a risk!  Join us!  We are praying that this trip will be a source of deepening  faith for all who attend.  I promise you—if you attend, your life will never be quite the same!  For more information, contact me.
   
    Pastor Peter

Christ Lutheran to Be Represented at Synod Assembly

This year Pastor Peter, Lee Bernasconi, and David Crouse will attend the New Jersey Synod Assembly on Friday, June 5th.  Christ Lutheran will be recognized at the evening banquet for our 50th Anniversary. 

The most pressing issues at the Assembly this year will be (1) budgetary issues and the income shortfall and (2) discussion of sexuality issues and lifestyles in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Special Gifts Endowment Committee Update

As per the vote of our congregation, a special committee has been formed to make recommendations for the use of endowment funds (presently from the Ricci Endowment) which will be received annually.  Bill Hoenigmann was elected Chair of the Committee.  A “request for use of funds” form is being developed, for any person or committee to use, and the Committee will look into ways of soliciting creative uses for these monies. The next meeting of the Committee is Monday, June 15th.
Our June Worship Schedule is Crazy . . .

Simply because we have a lot of special things going on, please make note of the following June schedule:

· June 7th –  Worship at 8:15, 9:15, and 10:30 (Anderson Moss Baptism)

· June 14th – Last Worship at regular schedule: 8:15, 9:15, 10:30

· June 21st – Outdoor/Blessing of Animals Service and Graduate Recognition
                        (Fathers’ Day) One Service Only at 10:30
Bring your pets and loving creatures to our Outdoor Worship Service (in case of rain, the service will be held in the fellowship (Opsal) room. 

· June 28th – Special Anniversary Service  

                  NOTE SPECIAL TIME:  One service 9:30 AM

· July 5th – Summer Schedule begins weekly at 9:00 am (traditional) and






             10:15 am  (Contemporary)
Coffees between the summer services in July and August would be a welcome addition to our Sundays. If you are interested in hosting one, please call the church office. All supplies are provided by Worship Committee except milk and goodies.
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New in the Church Library
When we have our outdoor service in June with the blessing of the animals, we always sing the song “All God’s critters got a place in the choir.” We have recently acquired a delightful picture book by Bill Staines called “All God’s Critters.” It’s a funny depiction of all the critters in the song along with the music and lyrics. Take it home, read it aloud and have a wonderful laugh.
Congratulations To and Recognition


Of Our Graduates
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On Sunday June 21st, at the outdoor service we will recognize High School and College Graduates.  We have some idea of who is graduating, but want to include everyone--- so we would be grateful if parents would let us know if their students are graduating.  A brief information form will be circulated so that each student can be listed in the new youth newsletter: “The Harbinger”.
“Professor Pastor”
During June, Pastor Peter will be teaching a 15 hour Diakonia Course entitled “Biblical Images for the Life of the Church” at Grace Lutheran Church, River Edge.   The Diakonia program is a two-year intensive study program for the laity.  Several other Pastors in our conference have taught various subjects.   
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Genesis Garden--2009
Work on this year’s Garden has begun. The fence has been moved repaired and modified in an attempt to keep the ground hog out. Weed preventer has been put down and the Garden has been (and will be again) roto-tilled. Plants for the garden have been donated by Sunden Farms of Old Tappan.

The planting started Tuesday, May 19 and work will continue on Tuesday evenings  at 6:30 pm throughout the spring and summer.

Please mark your calendar and plan to give one hour a week to this good cause. All the food grown is delivered to the Center for Food action in Englewood.

If you can’t make Tuesday evenings, we can make arrangements for work to be done at a time that is convenient to you. See you on Tuesday evenings.

       Jim Christensen and Lynn Lesko

Good Souls/Good Cooks Needed for CLC’s 

Summer Interreligious Fellowship Dinner

Our church is responsible to provide dinner for the Interreligious Fellowship in Hackensack on August 13, 2009. A coordinator to plan and organize the meal for 100 people is needed. No real experience is necessary. Do you cook for your family? This is just the same—just buy more and cook more!  Helpers are also needed.


Call Meredith Drobinske if you are interested in volunteering (201-385-3882).  She is happy to mentor anyone interested.
The Care Committee
The High Tea was a huge success!  Many of those attending expressed their enjoyment and look forward to attending another of the Committee’s High Teas. The Tea raised $1,060.  These funds have been designated to purchase a crèche for Christ Lutheran Church. 


The Christian Fellowship Luncheon and Bible Study will have a new schedule when the Committee resumes its activities in September.  Luncheons will be held in October, November, a Christmas party for the residents of Waterfront in December and April and May 2010. There is always a standing invitation for members of the congregation to attend the luncheons.  

The Care Committee does not meet during the summer months of July and August.  It meets the second Tuesday of each month at 9:30 AM and invites you to join the Committee at that time. New members are always welcome.

 The next meeting is scheduled for September 8, 2009 at 9:30 AM in the Sonshine Room.   


In the meantime, have a great summer!  See you in church.








  


     Mae HulburthUh





















