FEBRUARY 2010
From the Pastor
Dear Friends:

Think of all the things we do to make ourselves presentable each day: we shave, shower, and shampoo; we put on deodorant, cosmetics, and perfume; we arrange our hair; we choose and co-ordinate our clothing; we work at maintaining our figures. All this takes time.  And we do all of it, just to fit into life with others.


I have a friend who every now and then celebrates his freedom by going to "the camp" with his buddies.  For a weekend they all go without shaving, showering, combing hair, or worrying about the way to dress. (Guys do have this remarkable ability to accept each other without being concerned about how someone looks or smells.) Perhaps all of us need to know from time to time that we are appreciated for who we are without having to make ourselves "presentable.” Kahil Gibran, author of "The Prophet" once wrote: "Adornment is a sign of self hate."


But for the most part, we try to "put our best foot forward”, and we go through our daily routine of grooming and dressing; creating a little order amidst the chaos.  And sometimes, merely working through the mental checklist of early morning habits (i.e. brushing, washing, etc.) gets us going in the middle of a cold winter.  


In the same way, the season of Lent, which begins this month (Ash Wednesday is February 17th) in our Christian Life together, is a way of cleaning up and putting our best foot forward in our daily relationship with God.  Surely God loves me, just as I am, bad breath and all . . . but for the most part it seems more helpful to me (even perhaps to Jesus? ) if I pray with my teeth brushed.  In a larger sense, this is a time when all those disciplines seem to help my “faith–life” with God during a long gray winter.  

And cleaning up some of those bad habits and lazy impediments makes a big difference in me practicing my faith.  Giving up something helps us to break the routine and be aware something has changed in my life. These things won't save us, but it sure feels good to take a shower every now and then.  And somehow when you feel clean, you feel more apt to get close and involved.

                                                                                                                      Yours in Christ,
    Pastor Peter
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· Congregational Annual Meeting, February 7 at 10:30 am.    Please note:  There will be one worship service—9:15 am.

· Koinonia Congregational Retreat, February 12-14
· Ash Wednesday Holy Communion service, February 17, 7:30pm

· Saturday evening  Contemporary Service, featuring Youth Band “Witness” on February 20, 7:00 pm
·  “Passing on the Faith” program, February 26-28
· Confirmation classes—Every February Sunday (except the 21st); 7/8th grade, 6:00/7:00 pm

· Sunday Church School every February Sunday, 9:15 am

· Sunday School’s 4th Grade Open House, February 28, 9:15 am
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Patricia Lintner, Harry DeLaRoche, Christopher Formosa, Carol Gehshan, Hope Hugelmeyer, Ethan Letz, Elsie Nicolas, Christopher Rodriguez-Cyriax, Bryant Rodriguez-Cyriax,    Bob Post, Marie Roller, Christopher Rudie, Kiki Therkorn, Mary Utvik, Lucy Wagner, Debbie Weis, Lillian Wenz
Memorials and Gifts

Donations may be given at any time in honor/memory of a loved one or as a gift given in thanks to God.  Contact Pastor Peter for more information.  

Needed Items:
Polaris Roofing for last flat roof section @ $5,500



Polaris Shield for all five flat roofs @ $1,000 ea.

Narthex Renovation (various costs per section; i.e., repaint/furnishings)


2 choir loft pew torches @ $360 each
1 choir loft pew torch, $160 needed to complete purchase
Sanctuary Video Projector @ $1300
Gold paraments @ $2500

December and January Receipts
Memorials

Joe Bierbusse, $170
Irene DeMaio, $525
Marion Binovi, $50

Tillie Mayer, $25

Elaine Meluso, $50

Ben Timberg, $75
Roof Fund

 $1500
Thinking about Joining Our Church?
Enquirers Class—Yes, there is free lunch (actually, dinner).
Are you thinking about becoming a more permanent part of our community of Christians at Christ Lutheran?  Have you wondered what the basic emphases are of a Lutheran Church? Want to meet some other people who are interested in our Church?

Pastor is beginning a new enquirer’s class.  The group will meet for four times in the coming months at a time and day which suits everyone the best.  The last meeting is a dinner at Pastor’s home together.  No previous experience necessary.  No one will be put on the spot. The class is fun, interesting, and you meet some really cool, normal, people. 

The group is for people now wishing to join our church, or for people who simply want to hear more and decide later whether they join or not. For more information, contact Pastor Peter. 
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Official Notice of the 
February 7th Annual Meeting 
The Annual Congregational Meeting of our congregation will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, February 7th, 2010. There will be only one service at 9:15 that Sunday. Food will not be served. The agenda includes: Election of Council Members, Special Gifts Committee members and various delegates, approval of the 2010 budget, minor constitutional changes, committee reports and old and new business.  
PLEASE NOTE: This year annual written reports are available online at our web site: www.clc4u.com 
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First Communion Retreat 

The next annual First Communion retreat is scheduled for Friday-Saturday March 5-6, 2010.  Students will learn what this Holy Sacrament is and have the opportunity to more deeply understand its power in our lives.  They practice receiving the sacrament and have the opportunity to taste a sample of the bread and wine before they actually receive it at worship. The retreat is fun, meaningful, and very informative.

Students who complete the retreat will then receive their First Holy Communion on Sunday, March 7th.  
Students here normally begin receiving Jesus’ Body and Blood in the fifth grade.  However, they may begin to receive it at an earlier or later age depending upon the parents and Pastor.  Parents who have any questions about enrolling their children in this retreat should contact Pastor Peter. Students need to complete the whole retreat and not arrive late or leave early. 
At least two chaperons, one male and one female are needed to participate in the retreat. If you are willing to participate with the students, please let Pastor Peter know.  
Wednesday Lenten Worship 
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Ash Wednesday, February 17th, 7:30
Penitential order of service with (optional) ashes available
at the end of worship for those who desire them.

Each Wednesday in Lent at 7:30 
Service at the end of the Day (Compline) 
with a weekly meditation on a petition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Giving up something for Lent

Many people find it spiritually meaningful to choose to omit something in their life for Lent . . . Some people give up a luxury—such as eating out, or a habit such as using credit cards, or a food or some other pleasurable thing.  The idea is to make it noticeable by its “absence”, and perhaps to replace it with something else such as quiet or prayer or saving or giving it to others . . . Have you (and your children) considered giving something up for Lent this year?  The “giving up” starts on Ash Wednesday and ends on Palm Sunday (Holy Week is not considered a part of Lent).
“Check These Out” in the Library . . .
Our church library has always had the classic Bible study books by William Barclay. Over the years some wore out and some were lost. We are pleased to announce we have been able to purchase a new, revised 17 volume set of the ultimate Bible study series. If you are part of a Bible study group or just want to study on your own, be sure to take a look.

The Ten Commandments

Sunday School Memory List for February
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“You shall be completely faithful to the person you marry.”
“Passing on the Faith”

Christ Lutheran Church ~ February 26-28, 2010

Presenters: Jim LaDoux and Jason Reed

Note – Important Date for Program participation is Saturday February 27*
A key goal is to identify and utilize the gifts of all generations ~ everyone’s input  

is valued and important to the overall success of this program

· Emphasis is placed upon the value of all God’s people to be active participants as communicators and nurturers of the faith, especially to children, youth and families

· Learn the Keys to passing on faith and values to loved ones

· Learn how to equip families to grow in the ability to discuss and nurture faith

· Energize worship and preaching

· Revitalize clergy and lay professionals

Schedule of Events:

· Friday Evening February 26th

· Keynote speaker and overview of Saturday schedule
· Saturday February 27th 9am–3:30pm (You can  attend all or part of the program)
· Discussions – large and small groups (Professional child care will be available; gourmet luncheon at noon provided by Pastor Peter)

· Sunday Worship

· Conference leaders will speak during Sunday worship.  Luncheon and meeting with Congregational Leaders in the afternoon.

Five Principals for Passing on Faith:

1. Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal trusted relationships – often in our own homes.

2. The Church is a living partnership between the ministry of the congregation and ministry of the home.

3. Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church, too.

4. Faith is caught more than it is taught.

5. If we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian adults.

*We hope you can attend all or part of the program – Saturday will be especially important for the congregation.  Come and enjoy the fellowship and luncheon.  

Thank you.
The Care Committee

The Care Committee will begin its Lenten Hunger Appeal with a Bake Sale on Sunday, February 14, 2010.   The Committee will also be selling “kisses” at that time (since it’s Valentine’s Day as well) to raise funds to fight hunger.  Bagel Sales are scheduled for February 21 and March 21.  And, as always there will be coffee to go with those bagels.

  The Committee will close its Lenten Hunger Appeal with a St. Patrick’s Day Dinner on March 21 in the Opsal Wing.  There will be corned beef with all the trimmings which will include the Care Committee’s special Irish Coffee.  More details will follow.


David Scance will supply Irish music for your enjoyment and there may even be a visit from St. Patrick himself.  Mark your calendar!  It’s March 21, for a great evening.


Beginning on February 14 through March 28, we will also be gathering food donations for the CFA. In this struggling economy, your faithful support of the CFA is most gratefully received. The number of families in our area, who are still experiencing difficult times has not decreased.  Please remember each Sunday to bring your food donation to the narthex. 


Mark your calendar  --  it’s  March 21, for a great evening.  










               Mae Hulburt






















